TREATY OF VERSAILLES 1919

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE:

The students will act out the difficulties incurred while working on the Treaty of Versailles by performing mock treaty negotiations in groups.

MATERIALS:

1) Reading detailing the attitudes of France, Great Britain, Germany and the United States following World War I.

2) Detailed map of Europe prior to World War I.

3) Recorded tape of the French national anthem, French flag, British World War I recruitment poster.

PROCEDURES:

Introduction

1) Decorate the room with French war propaganda including French flag, European map and British recruitment poster that reads "Destroy the Hun, Join the R.A.F."

2) When all the students are seated, play the French national anthem and begin a "news announcement" demonstrating the anti-German sentiments that existed in Britain and France after World War I. Use the propaganda of the time including the R.A.F. poster, the anthem and slogans such as "Hang the Kaiser". Furthermore, by using the map, the announcement will point out the hatred that existed due to the heavily damaged regions of France and the two provinces of Alsace and Lorrain.

Main Procedures

1) Divide students into groups of four, appointing one as a delegate from France, one from Germany, one from Britain, and one from the United States.

2) Advise students of their respective country's (a) wants and attitudes toward the other nations and (b)how much power that their country wields.

3) Hand-out these guide questions to the respective student delegates.

France - Where was the war fought? How did this determine French attitudes to the treaty? How much of the damage did you think Germany should pay? 

(The French attitude was to make Germany pay for the war).

Great Britain - What was the attitude of Great Britain towards Germany? How many British soldiers were killed during World War I? What do you think your country should get for its losses?

(British attitudes were to make Germany pay for the war).

United States - What did the Americans want from the Treaty of Versailles? Can you name Woodrow Wilson's "Ten Points"? What do you think the Americans should get for their losses?

(The Americans were lenient compared to the British and French because of the League of Nations. The Americans held power because it was with the victors).

Germany - What did the Germans want from the Treaty of Versailles? What authority did they have to prevent a lop-sided treaty? The Kaiser Wilhelm II had already abdicated. What role do you think the Allies should take in creating a new government for Germany? Germany struggled for a place in the sun. Germany was shattered and surrendered unconditionally.

4) Guide the students to debate what the treaty should look like.

5) Compare the students' treaty conditions with those of the Treaty of Versailles.

Discuss Concluding Questions:

Was the Treaty of Versailles a fair treaty? 
Do you think that such a treaty would bring about a "lasting peace"?
How else might the Treaty of Versailles have been written more fairly for Germans? 
What was the German penalty for losing World War I? 
When Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated, the new government that was formed was a democracy. Was it plausible to believe that the democracy would survive with the penalties and limitations that the Treaty of Versailles placed on it?

