Response Sheet: The New American Cold War
1. What is Cohen’s thesis?
2. Describe the relationship between Putin and Bush? How is this relationship a facade that masks the larger conflict between the US and Russia?

3. List five problems/challenges in post-cold war Russia.

4. Summarize each of the five “defining elements” of post-cold war US policy towards Russia.

5. Cohen asserts that, “The cold war ended in Moscow, but not in Washington, as is clear from a brief look back.” Summarize the history of US-Russian relations 1991-Present (Bush I-Clinton-Bush II).

6. How do the following factor in to the “new cold war”?

a. Oil—

b. Democracy—

c. American triumphalism—

d. The “War on Terror” (Iran, Central Asia)—
7. What does Cohen mean when he asserts that, “Still worse, the emerging cold war lacks the substantive negotiations and cooperation, known as détente, that constrained the previous one”?

8. “The decision to treat post-Soviet Russia as a vanquished nation” produced two other follies. Explain those follies

9. On page 10, Cohen asserts that Russia could, “even today's diminished Russia can fight, perhaps win, a cold war” and, in effect, undermine US interests economically, politically and militarily. Explain:
a. Economically—

b. Politically—

c. Militarily—

10. Cohen argues that this new cold war can be prevented? How, according to Cohen, is this possible?

11. In what ways do you support and refute Cohen’s thesis and how he goes about proving it? What are the strengths and weaknesses of his argument? Is there a new cold war or is this an overstatement? Explain.

