The Basics of Historical Writing
1. Introduction

a. establish relevance and lure the attention of the reader 

b. thesis

1. specific 

2. refutable

3. complex
2. Body


a. SPECIFIC EXAMPLES are EVIDENCE to support your thesis 


b. PROPER CITATION. Fear no citation. When in doubt, cite.

c. Organization

-Transition Sentences (your lead sentence) to begin a paragraph
-Transition Words/Phrases (further, in addition, to the contrary, thus, etc.) 

d. Focus your thoughts on what is relevant. Don’t ramble and/or stray.

e. Develop your ideas. Think deep and express your depth.


- Paragraphs are, at minimum, three sentences (usually more)

3. Conclusion


a. Restate (do not copy) thesis now that you have proven it

b. Leave with a resolution or a parting thought
Also Significant:

1. The Process: brainstorm, synthesize, organize, outline, thesis, write.

2. Assert, prove and re-state your thesis 

3. Be succinct. Don’t ramble. Focus. Stick to the point.

4. Spelling and grammar (don’t undermine your argument with lame errors)

5. No First Peron (I, we, our(s), their(s), etc.)
6. Use quotes sparingly and judiciously for color and clarity. In moderation, they add to your argument; in excess, it is no longer your argument.

7. Consider the flow (remember the dance)

8. Be passionate (you always  benefit from passion)
9. Writing is an art. Hone your craft with pride. 

Commonly Used Abbreviations: 

WC = word choice (you should have chosen a more descriptive and/or appropriate word)

T = transition / NT = need transition

AWK = awkward (it does not read properly)

FRAG = fragment (not a sentence)

SP = Spelling error

RED = redundant

CITE = you should have cited something

NEED EV = You needed substantiate a claim with evidence

HUH = You lost me. I don’t follow. Lapse in logic. 

GOOD PT. = good point
