 GB - 
1. Specify and describe the historical features that color British politics and new elements that have become important since 1945?

4. List the major sources of political division in Britain and suggest how these divisions color recent British politics.

6. What was Thatcherism and how did it change the British system?

7. Why is Britain often called one crown but five nations?

8. Why has Ireland been such a thorn in British politics?

9. Describe four “chasms” splitting Britain today?

a. 






b. 

c 






d. 

2. Why do  the British have so much respect for authority?

4. What is the “trusteeship of government?

5. How do the Brits show their respect toward their legitimate government?

6. Are their abuses of power? Why? 

7. What is the source of authority in Britian?

8. What limits the power of authority?

9. Describe three British agents of political socialization?

10. How has Tony Blair melded the British people into a unifying voice?

GB pp. 195-208
1. Why does a British constituent seem to be constantly participating in the political process?

2. How often do British voters get a chance to vote, and do they take advantage of that opportunity?

3. Why do British constituents find special interest groups non political?

4. If one wishes to be “successful political cadet” what “hoops” do they need to jump through?

5. Where does an MP originate; a cabinet minister, a higher civil servant?

6. Who is supposed to “make” policy and how has this impacted the Civil Service corps?

7. What sort of “pedigree” does a politician possess in Britain? 

8. Why don’t interest groups attempt to control government?

9. Why is the trade union a “significant” interest group?

9b. What do Special interest groups want?

9c. What is the difference between an inside pressure group and an outside pressure group?

9d. What is the purpose of state distancing?

10. How often do the British vote in “national elections”?

11. Why is an attack on the prime minister considered to be an attack on the party?

12. Most Brits see themselves as . . . . liberal or conservative?

12b. Why do the Liberal Democrats have a hard time winning seats in Parliament?

12c. Who controls “New Labour”?

13. Why are parties so decentralized?

14. Where do most British voters placed themselves on the political spectrum?

15. What is the central theme of most British political parties?

16. Why do new parties in power feel restricted by the old  party?

Great Britain pp. 206-216
1. Who delivers the services in Great Britain? What is the purpose of Whitehall?

2. Why is it difficult to get “new” policy in Great Britain?

3. Who provides for the delivering of services in Great Britain?

4. Why was the “poll tax” seen as so evil?

5. Why is the dirty business of policy making not seen as a Whitehall responsibility?

5b. Who is responsible for the “dirty business” of British policy making?

6. How is territorial justice applied to British policy making?

6b. What are the purpose of Quango’s?

7. Why did Thatcher attempt to privatize numerous industries?

7b. What was the purpose of the “next steps” initiative?

8. Why does the British government consider itself a successful polity?

9. On a scale of 1 to 10, with one being low, and ten being high, how would you rate the effectiveness of British policy? Why?

4. What is the welfare to work program?

5. How does Great Britain compare its economic success? 

1. England has no constitution. . . .so what comprises this “unwritten constitution”?

2. If a constitution is supposed to promote democratic ideals, and England doesn’t have one, does that mean it is not democratic? Explain.

3. What is the “Crown” and how is it different from the government?

4. What does the title “First Among Equals” mean?

5. What are five ways a prime minister stays in power?

6. Why did Margaret Thatcher eventually fall from power and how was her reign different from today’s prime minister, Tony Blair?

7. Who controls the cabinet and what is its purpose?

7b. Is “Whitehall” and effective arm of the prime minister? Why?

8. What is the “shadow” government?

9. Why is “question-time” an important function for a prime minister?

10. Why is party support more important than personal dynamics?

11. What is the purpose of the cabinet?

12. How did Thatcher attempt to undermine the civil service? Why?

13. Why is a vote of confidence so critical to a prime minister?

14. Define back bencher?

15. What is the sole purpose of parliament?

16. What are four functions of parliament?

17. If the House of Commons moves legislation, what is purpose of the House of Lords?

18. What two hands are on the tiller of the ship of state?

1. What area can one find the most distinctive policies of the New Labour government?

2. How is the constitution of Great Britain different from the constitution of the US?

3. What are the three major parties in Great Britain?

4. Prime Minister Tony Blair has stated unequivocally that the most important right of a British citizen is to achieve what?

5.Where is the electoral system of Single Transferable Vote found in the United Kingdom?

6.What was the constitutional reform  agenda promoted by the Labour Party?

7, What makes the United Kingdom's constitution so unique?

1. What are two “rules of the game” that the Brits respect so much?

2. Why do  the British have so much respect for authority?

3. Why does the “legitimacy of government” impact the citizens so greatly?

4. What is the “trusteeship of government?

5. How do the Brits show their respect toward their legitimate government?

6. Are their abuses of power? why? 

7. What is the source of authority in Britian?

8. What limits the power of authority?

9. Describe three  British agents of political socialization?

10. How has Tony Blair melded the British people into a unifying voice?

