Teaching Against Idiocy (Walter Parker)

1. What is the literal/historical definition of an idiot?
2. How are idiots suicidal?
3. Explain Jane Addam’s [she was a 19th Century women’s rights and human rights activist] perspective on idiocy.
4. How might SUV (sport utility vehicles] drivers be considered idiotic?
5. a. In your own words, what does it mean to be a responsible public citizen?
b. What is the relationship between responsible public citizenship (the opposite of idiocy) and democracy?
6. List and briefly explain the three assumptions made by Parker on page 347.

-

-

-

7. What specific things can schools to help students overcome idiocy and become responsible public citizens? Make a list.
8. List and briefly explain the three keys to accomplishing a virtuous public citizenry.

-

-

-

9. a. What are Just Community Schools?
b. In what ways does this idea sound good or bad?

10. To what extent has your schooling experiences encouraged you to overcome idiocy? Use examples to explain.
11. Why did I provide you with this reading? What might this reading have to do with history and history education?
