Scopes Trial Socratic Dialogue Questions

1. To what extent did the Scopes trial violate or validate the First Amendment? What is the American Civil Liberties Union and why did it play a role in the trial? 
2. Did rural Americans have valid reasons for being suspicious of the scientific community? 

3. To what extent should academics (for example, those at the University of Tennessee) participate in the formulation of laws or policies affecting education? What is "academic freedom?" If the majority of students disagree with a teacher's perspective or choice of subject material, should that material be removed? Bryan argued that "A man cannot demand a salary for saying what his employers do not want." Was he right? 

4. Why and how did the Butler bill become law? Could legislation be passed today in the same way? 

5. After reading the discussion of parasitism in the Civic Biology textbook, can you find any modern parallels for these views? 

6. What were Darrow's objectives in asking Bryan questions about the Bible? (Keep in mind that Bryan's testimony was ultimately expunged and Darrow's efforts to call in "expert testimony" was denied by the court.) 

7. Can/should the Bible be used as a historical document? 

8. Bryan argued that "Scopes isn't on trial; civilization is on trial." What did he mean by this? 

