DISCUSSION/ ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Compare and evaluate the system of checks and balances between executive (president) and the legislative (Duma) branches of government in the United States and Russia.

2. The communist regime made great attempt to create a new society through a socialization process. The author states that the impact was extremely low and even counter productive. Discuss the goals of the government, the methods used and assess why they failed.

3. Explain how the Russian pattern of continuity through adaptation has manifested itself in

the retention of the nomenklatura.

4. Relate Alexis de Tocqueville's statement to the Russian case: "the most dangerous time

for a bad government is when it starts to reform itself'.

5. Why is it so important to have a Constitution and insure the "primacy of law" under

conditions of change?

6. What are the major challenges facing contemporary Russia with regard to the

establishment of a viable political system?

7. What are the major challenges facing contemporary Russia with regard to the establishment of a viable economic system? Include both domestic and international forces.

8. Is nationalistic rhetoric 4 threat to Russia? Is Zhirinovsky a "dangerous man?'

9. Is Russia a democracy?

10. Discuss the relationship between the Russian Federation and the United States. What

should be the U.S. foreign policy towards Russia?

