Illiberal Democracy in Putin’s Russia (Mitchell)

1. In your own words, define illiberal democracy. By contrast, what is a liberal democracy?
2. Mitchell identifies three elements of power and applies them to Russia. Use examples to describe: 
a. How is Russian political power coercive?

b. What types of incentives are offered?

c. How is Russian political power persuasive?

3. Describe Putin’s role in this illiberal democracy.

4. Describe the tipping point.

Russia’s Elections and Managed Democracy (Hale)

5. Describe the media role in the 2003-2004 election cycle.

6. Hale cited three ways in which Putin reinforces his advantage. List and describe all three.

7. What were the results of the 2003 parliamentary elections? How and why did this happen?

8. Define “managed democracy”.

9. List 5 “roots” of Russia’s democracic deficit.

10. Why is Hale optimistic about the prospects for democracy in Russia?

Be prepared to discuss: to what extent and in what ways is Russia a democracy? What specifically needs to be done in order to augment democracy in Russia? Should we be optimistic about the prospects of democracy in Russia?
