Jay Rosen (NYU): Letter to the Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE)

1. Do you feel that the decline in newspaper readership is a social problem? Why or why not?

2. Rosen contends that there is a correlation between the health of a free democracy and free press. Why does this correlational relationship exist?

3. a. What is public journalism and how does it differ from traditional journalism?
b. How could quality public journalism lead to more positive involvement in public life?
4. How would society change if investigative journalism was as concerned with political possibility as it is with political fraud and corruption?

5. Can we hold the media accountable as a public institution?
6. In all honesty, does the media have a responsibility to the citizenry? Explain.
7. In sum, what is Rosen’s answer to his question “what should be done”? Assess the validity of his answer. 
