The Poetry of WWI

As you read these documents, consider that they are presented in chronological order and, therefore, reflect the changing sentiments of soldiers as the war progresses.

1. Summarize the Rupert Brooke poem “The Dead”. In doing so, interpret the statement he is trying to make.

2. Summarize the Rupert Brooke’s poem “The Soldier”. In doing so, interpret the statement he is trying to make.

3. Write a free response to “The Hero”

4. Write a free response to “The Rear Guard”

5. a. What statement is Wilfred Owen trying to make with his poem “Dulce Et Decorum Est”?


b. Owen seems to mock the notion that it is sweet and honorable to die for one’s 
country. How do 
you feel about this issue?

6. a. Why is Owens next poem entitled “Exposure”?


b. Why does Owen repeat the line “But nothing happens”?


c. Describe Owen’s characterization of what happens when the soldiers arrive home (both with 
regard to the soldiers and the larger society).

7. Given the poems…

a. In what ways was WWI glorious?

b. In what ways was WWI anything but glorious?

8. Write a poem about lessons to be learned from WWI. Seriously. Use your imagination. Take some time. Be creative. This exercise, if treated with respect, could prove meaningful to you. Please.
