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After nearly two months of drifting in a political whirlpool, Mexico’s political system has gone from the sublime joy of establishing a democracy to the possibility of facing a revolt.
 
Actually the current and escalating post-electoral crisis should have been expected, the consequence of a bitter and pungent presidential campaign during which all political parties made a shameful spectacle of themselves – and Mexico’s democratic system ended up disgraced in the eyes of the electorate.
 
But in picking up the pieces of this social tragedy, Mexicans should ask what happened? And most importantly, was anything learned?
 
What happened was that pre-election ambitions ran unrestrained as principles and ideologies were cast aside in a frenzied power quest. Political etiquette and decorum gave way to frantic melees among party companions. As usual in battle, truth was the first casualty, and condemnation and censure were its executioners.
 
Sadly, in Mexico’s heartbreaking battle for democracy no one left the field uninjured.
 
Mexico’s most powerful political force self-destructed. The Institutional Revolutionary Party, which ruled from 1929 to 2000, harbored old rivalries and grudges and rebelled against itself. The caudillo (bossism) tradition was rekindled by national party head Roberto Madrazo, as opponents presented token resistance and allowed the Madrazo dinosaurs to trample over their reforms, opening wounds and fractures that would later emerge during the election. The PRI’s institutional past was forgotten as it was positioned in the public mind as the party of corruption. This lead to the party’s electoral meltdown as it tumbled into an appalling third place.
 
The leftist Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) loyalists fared worse as they saw their party being taken over by former PRI militants, headed by charismatic Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, known as AMLO. With AMLO, the PRD’s political position soared to a respectable second place, only to lose its political capital when he bungled a sizeable double digit lead in the polls and managed to lose the election by a hair’s breadth.
 
He then charged electoral fraud and stubbornly insisted on unfounded conspiracy theories, sparking planned protests and blockades that have tarnished the party’s credibility and image (plus the resulting Mexico City chaos has incensed residents and businesspersons). And as of now many former followers have abandoned AMLO, his three party coalition has evaporated, and the PRD is now trying to mend its internal splits.
 
The winning National Action Party (PAN) also found a way to lose. Although Felipe Calderon won his candidacy through a democratic internal process, divisions in the party quickly surfaced. President Vicente Fox and PAN president Manuel Espino, who had supported former interior minister Santiago Creel for the nomination, after the election managed to make Creel the incoming Senate’s majority leader, orchestrating a win over Ricardo Garcia Cervantes, Calderon’s pick.
 
During the campaign Calderon announced the realistic assessment, that to avoid the congressional gridlock that stalemated most legislative reforms during the Fox administration he would form coalitions. However not all PAN members were enthusiastic with such plans.
 
Next the PAN decided to enter into a coalition with the PRI in the August 20 gubernatorial election in Chiapas, however this too was poorly received. And the Chiapas election has become another example of vitriolic disqualifications, a result of the PRD candidate winning by a slim margin of 0.2 percent over the PRI/PAN candidate. Immediately the losers leveled fraud accusations, and they are currently contesting the election à la AMLO. 
 
The Mexican electorate had a very bad initiation to the democratic process. They were exposed to internal party feuds and character abuse during the primaries, and made to bear the brunt of a bitter and negative presidential campaign in which no candidate’s standing remained firm. And now they are being held hostage by an irresponsible situation in which a losing candidate is being allowed to question all electoral processes and government institutions, and to openly promote subversion unconstrained by any authority.
 
Considering historical political opportunism and expediency, Mexican politicians must face the fact that their images have been severely stained. Many government inadequacies were made public. Political corruption has been further revealed and even overexposed.  And all political party images were ruined.
 
As a result, Mexico now must pick up the pieces of its Humpty Dumpty political system. But as the story goes, it can’t be put back together again. Mexico must initiate a comprehensive political renewal program involving and based on citizens and institutions that look toward their nation’s future and well-being, instead of inflexibly grasping at obsolete party structures. 
