“Ask yourself what you need to know to make this the kind of world you would like to live in.  Demand that your teachers teach you that.”








--Kropotkin

We have been attending school for such a long period of time that we tend to forget why we attend. We are herded through school and, in the end, we are expected to be “educated”. Yet teachers, students, scholars and administrators alike have vehement disagreements regarding what it means to be educated (for this is not an easily definable characteristic). Nevertheless, we are obliged to attend and get pushed via an archaic system of bells and whistles from class to class as we endeavor to manipulate a system that is still trying desperately to establish its identity.
We all need to deliberate upon the purpose of education. The salient questions you must ask yourself are, “what do I want to learn so that I can shape the world?”, “what is an educated person?” and “how do I desire to impact the world?” 
To accomplish this, you will write a provocative and well-developed essay.  Your thoughts and ideas will undoubtedly be incorporated into our class.  I urge you to reflect upon your educational experiences and compare them to your ideal educational environment such to truly consider the issues at hand. I have taken the liberty to suggest the following format. Feel free to utilize this format, or deviate from it, as you see fit and please do not feel compelled to respond to all of the following questions (as a balance of coverage and depth is of the essence). .
Paragraph I.  What is an educated person and what do I want to know when I leave high school?  What skills and abilities do I want to have?  What knowledge do I want to possess?  What questions do I want answered?  What questions do I want to be prepared to ponder?  What do I want to be prepared to accomplish?
Paragraph II.  Describe the ideal classroom and teacher.  What is the role of the teacher?  What is the role of the student?  Describe the student/teacher relationship.  How should material be learned?  What is more important the knowledge gained or the process learned?  Describe the ideal classroom environment?  How do you want to be challenged?
Paragraph III.  How does the subject of history fit into your education?  Why do we study history?  How does one best learn history? What challenges does the historian face? What do you want to learn about U.S. history?  How can the subject of history prepare you to be successful when you leave high school?  

Paragraph IV.  What are your strengths and weaknesses as a student?  What skills do you have confidence in?  What skills do you need to improve upon?  What types of assignments would challenge you? What can I, as your instructor, to do bring forth the best in you?
Paragraph V.  How do you want to impact the world? 
The essay is to be 2 typed pages, single-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font. Take pride in your ideas, appreciate an opportunity for excellence and enjoy.
