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One would think that the older brother ofone of Africa's most notorious dictators would wear jackboots or at least crocodile shoes. But Ramadan Amin, brother of Idi, wore rainbow flipflops when I met him in his gated home in the Bwaise neighborhood of Kampala --flipflops, beige pants and a Hawaiian shirt. Sitting across from me in a beat-up recliner in his parlor room, Ramadan resembled a bullfrog with his round bulging eyes, flapping neck, gleamingpate and pot belly. It was the size of a beach ball. 
He said he missed his brother, the ruthless general who is now living inexile in the Saudi Arabian oil refining port of Jeddah." I really miss him and it's difficult to see him," he said in gravelly Swahili. "I am not a very rich person, so there is no money to go and see him." Ramadan has only visited Idi once since returning to his old home in Bwaise in 1995. 
Ramadan said Idi Amin was a "curious and adventurous child" when they weregrowing up. He remembers his early relationship with him fondly. He said he and his brother joined the army in 1955 against their parent's wishes." I had nice parents who looked after us and tried to give us a future. We both joined the army, but our father said we can not be in the army, so our father told me to leave the army but Idi stayed." 
Idi Amin would rise to become Milton Abote's Army chief of staff until in 1971, when he successfully ousted him from power. And in a rare turn of events it was Abote that eventually ran Amin out of Uganda in 1979 by launching an attackfrom Tanzania." 
I don't know how he is feeling in his heart, but from my limited contacts I think he is doing well," Ramadan said. 
Rumors abound in Kampala that Idi Amin is a born-again Christian now, which is ironic in that he is considered to have killed 250,000 people between 1971 and 1979 in his plan to Islamicize a country that is less than 10 percent Muslim. 
His method of choice for murder was the knife and the hammer. The torture chamber Idi Amin's soldiers used to slice and pound so many of his political opponents still stands in downtown Kampala, nestled betweenthe French embassy and the presidential palace. It is now headquarters to Uganda's intelligence service. 
The people in an open-air market in Bwaise still remember Idi Amin. Onewoman joked, "You are a foreign journalist. He liked foreign journalists, he only killed two." 
Another woman complained about the lack of medicine and infrastructure. "Idi Amin let the children teach the children in our schools because all of the educated people were forced to leave or were killed." 
By the end of his rein in 1979, Idi Amin had given himself the title "President for Life." But when the official newspaper wrote about him they had to write the following paragraph-long title: His excellency, Field Marshall, Al-Haji, Dr. Idi Amin Dada, Life President of Uganda, conqueror of the British Empire, distinguished service order of the Military Cross, Victoria Cross and Professor of Geography." In 1979 when Idi and Ramadan were forced to leave their homeland, Idi fled at first to Libya and then Saudi Arabia. But Ramadan went to neighboring Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo), ruled at the time by Mobuto Sese Seku. He said he was able to live well in Zaire because its leader "took care of me." 
"When I left I had many accounts in Uganda, but when I returned the government told me they froze my money on account of me being the brother of Idi Amin," he said. "They promised me the money would be unfrozen, but I have been chasing it for about five years now and they have not yet paid me. And I have a big family to look after. 
"His home is surrounded by an imposing 10-foot wall and a bright orange wrought iron door. Inside however his villa is quite modest. His parlor contained an old television covered by a lace doily and two ripped sofas. A Muslim calendar hung on the wall. 
People shopping on Saturday in the market outside his house said Ramadan Amin was something of a fixer when his brother ruled Uganda. He wouldarrange contracts with the government for his friends in business and occasionally plead for a friend or associate's life, one woman told me. Now Ramadan owns a grocery and two butcher shops. When asked about his life under Idi Amin, Ramadan dismisses the question, answering curtly, "I was a businessman." He later adds, "We grew distant when he was in power. He was a much different man than when he was in the army." 
Ramadan's unwillingness to discuss his life in Idi Amin's Uganda however may have more to do with current political climate. Earlier in May, SiziLaki, a government administrator under Amin was charged with murder for a crime allegedly committed in 1972. 
At the end of the interview, Ramadan Amin told me he can see that Uganda is better off than under his brother. "Basically Uganda has changed and it has changed for the better," he said. Indeed it has. The Ugandan Military is no longer the deciding factor in politics, even though most activities for opposition parties are illegal. 
And the medicines besides aspirin are widely available to people in rural villages. But he can't resist getting in one last dig. "There is big economic difficulty. I don't know why but the liberalization of the economy has made things difficult for the businessman. I don't paymuch attention to politics but things are hard for the small and medium-sized businesses." 
It doesn't help that his brother is in Jeddah. 
