Basic Rules for Superior Presentations

The ability to express an idea well is as important as the idea itself.
- Bernard Baruch
"According to most studies, people's Number One Fear is Public Speaking. Number Two Fear is death. Death is Number Two! Now, this means, to the average person, if you have to go to a funeral, you're better off in the casket than doing the eulogy!"
     - Jerry Seinfeld monologue, episode 61 of Seinfeld.


Preparation
Knowledge = Confidence (The #1 problem)
Relevant information only

Creativity

Connection/analogy

Organization

1. Introduction
· Hook them right off the bat. First impressions…

· State your thesis (state your intentions and contentions up front)
· Preview your main points

· Sense of mission
2. Body
· Use specific evidence

· Use quotes

· Tie points together with clear and concise transitions

3. Conclusion

· Restate thesis
· Knock out punch and a kiss

Style and Delivery (90% of communication is nonverbal!)
Passion and Caring (If you don’t care, why will your audience? Give From the Heart)

Be you!
Have fun
Rehearsal is the key

Timing and Pauses
Interaction (rhetorical and otherwise)
Questions (They make the audience think about what you say)
Eye Contact

Movement (gestures, animation, move around the room)

Enunciate and emphasize
(over)

GREATEST SPEECH BLUNDERS
1. Dullness itself
2. Not repeating your message enough. (Repetition is crucial to retention). 
3. Not answering the audience's major questions, “Why should I care and "What's in it for me?"
4. Forgetting to practice (and time) your speech aloud.
5. Getting distracted before you speak. (breathe before stepping up.)

6. Don’t read

S - Stories are key
P - Posture, Passion, and Pace
E - Eye contact
A - Ask for action
K - Know your audience
I - Identify issues and inspire
N - No reading
G - Give from the heart
“Revel in the beauty of sharing ideas with people as this is one of life’s treasures.”
- Lazar
