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It Was Not That Obvious

The 2008 Presidential election has confused and amazed me. At first, I almost wondered why they were even having an election. Didn’t the Republicans do enough damage already? Why are they even given another chance? Well as it turns out, the Republican candidate appealed more to me than I could have imagined.

Of course an election is constitutionally mandated, but why was it even thinkable that anyone would vote for the same party that tricked a whole nation into a pre-emptive war, a party that is largely responsible for one of the biggest economic crises in modern history and a party that managed to raise the national debt by $3 trillion. The Republicans were a joke to me.
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At the beginning of the primaries, when everyone was focused on whether it would be Hillary or Obama for the Democrats, I wasn’t very concerned with the whole process, but then a few months ago, the election became the focus of my political science class. I was excited because I knew very little about the candidates, and so through homework and projects I started to understand each of them. I went in thinking that I would disagree with all of McCain’s opinions and ideas. But as I became more knowledgeable about the issues, I suddenly caught myself being on the Republican side.

After having studied the major campaign issues in class and discussing them with friends, I became confused to say the least. Not because there was so much information about such complex issues, but because on some issues, I found myself agreeing with McCain. On some issues he seemed more 
































realistic and expressed more concrete ideas. Unlike Obama, who wants to install a public healthcare system when the country is in the middle of a trillion dollar war and $10 trillion in debt, McCain seems more practical. In the last class before the election, we had to choose one of the candidates. I was still for Obama, but I came to see the validity of McCain’s proposed policies. 

So Obama won, but was this an obvious conclusion? I am a Democrat, but McCain challenged me to reconsider my allegiance. In the end I believe Obama is the better candidate. But McCain, against all my prejudices against Republicans, made me truly re-evaluate where I stand.

-Julian Brem
The Futility of Hope

We now have a new face that represents us: the young, handsome and intelligent face of President-elect Barack Obama. And while this “change” may imply a new direction for America, it seems unlikely that any kind of fundamental change will take place. A change in government and certain policies, sure. But the American people and their values? No, those will not change. And unless those do, it is futile to hope for a truly better America in the near future. 

We Americans tend to act superior to all others in the world and are unwilling to help even our needy fellow citizens. For many of us, life is about personal achievement, advancement and prosperity—and all too often about a gain in material possessions. Too many of us lack the humility that we, as world leaders, should be showing each other and those less fortunate than us.

Perhaps this mindset begins with our fundamental drive to achieve the American Dream. The metaphorical white picket fence—the metaphor of rich, insulated and exclusive. The dream is that anything is possible in the U.S. if you are willing to work for it. But unfortunately this dream is based solely on self-serving interests. This dream has little to do with reaching out to the community by helping others. It leaves little room for a sense of civic virtue towards the greater good of society.  And those Americans that are not successful, and a fair share are not, are often considered lazy and unappreciative of the dream. 

The dream greatly contributes to a materialistic, consumer-based society. Greed is the defining feature of American life.  Our country has an enormous problem of income inequality. The division between the lower class (20% of American children are raised in poverty, 47% of African-American and 45% of Latin-American children must overcome poverty, 45 million Americans lack basic health insurance) and the upper class is ever increasing. The wealthy are getting wealthier, and the poor poorer. Hope takes on a twisted dimension as even those that are less well-off are in such blind pursuit of the dream that they buy material goods or houses that they cannot afford (assisted by the government’s support of a convoluted debt structure).  Examine the recent rash of home foreclosures that have led to a housing crisis, which significantly contributes to a larger economic crisis that is now affecting the rest of the world.  

America also demonstrates a heinous intolerance for everything that is different. That is true within the country and is even more evident outside our national borders. We tend to distrust foreigners. Obviously, we are the good guys and they, whoever they may be, are bad. No questions asked.  I am, quite frankly, at a loss as to why so many of us are so prejudiced, narrow-minded and unable to put ourselves in other people’s shoes.  Is it that we just don’t care? Maybe it is because of our school systems, which seem to be falling behind those of the rest of the Western world at an alarming rate. I mean, how can we be expected to care about genocide in Darfur when we don’t even know where Sudan is?

Can Mr. Obama really bring change to a nation characterized by greed, selfishness, xenophobia and ignorance? He will have enough trouble dealing with the precarious economy and two military quagmires. Unfortunately no Harvard education can teach one man how to change the mindset of a self-righteous, self-centered and militaristic nation.  Collectively, aside from political rhetoric, Americans seem unwilling strive for such change.

While our next president has the audacity to hope that change is still possible, I am not convinced that it is.  
Please prove me wrong, America. Prove to me that we, as a people, can change for the better.

-Julia Baird

Vital Statistics
	Presidential candidate
	Party
	Home state
	Popular vote
	Electoral
vote

	
	
	
	Count
	Pct
	

	Barack Obama
	Democratic
	Illinois
	65,319,143
	52.5%
	365

	John McCain
	Republican
	Arizona
	57,349,323
	46.2%
	162

	Total
	122,668,466*
	100%
	538†

	Needed to win
	270


† 11 electoral votes not yet projected

* Popular vote totals are unofficial

Finance
· Barack Obama: $638,759,000 / 64,629,649 = $9.88 per vote

· John McCain:    $360,167,823 / 56,888,006 = $6.33 per vote

The Strength of Human Intellect

When Barack Obama is sworn into office on January 20th, I will be happy for a variety of reasons, among them the landmark election of an African-American president and the return of progressive ideals and policies to the government. Yet what stands out most about Obama is the fact that he is an intellectual, someone who thinks and is not afraid to show it.

American anti-intellectualism has been a longstanding epidemic, and is by no means a thing of the past. Even so, the past eight years have represented a new low.  The Bush administration, supported by corporate interests and the religious right, has demonstrated a dangerous disregard for scientific findings in areas such as global warming. The rhetoric of these years has been disturbing. Bush's free use of the term “evil” seems to suggest the geopolitical situation of The Lord of the Rings, not that of the world we live in today. Complex issues were reduced to false dichotomies, as in the president's statement to a joint session of Congress shortly after 9/11 that “either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists.” Rhetoric like this sets the stage for the Iraq War, as critics were labeled “unpatriotic” or “un-American” and countries that opposed the administration's military action were publicly vilified. This kind of atmosphere continued into this presidential campaign, when Sarah Palin's know-nothing folksiness was actually seen as an asset, and when an unlicensed plumber became an important authority on the economics. 


In contrast, Barack Obama demonstrates a depth of thinking that this country has been unused to, not only through his two books and academic credentials, but during the campaign itself. This is not to say that personality didn't play a role in his election; the opposite is probably true. On the whole, however, in his campaign he has shown a keen understanding of the world we live in. He did not play the same guilt-by-association game of his opponents, nor did he threaten to “obliterate” Iran, or equate a withdrawal from Iraq with surrender, as if victory at any cost were the desirable outcome of a war. Obama's most shining moment, however, may have come at a point when his campaign was almost derailed by the fiery rhetoric of his former pastor. Rather than simply denounce Jeremiah Wright or dodge the underlying issue, he gave an in-depth speech on the complexities of race in America that has been compared to Martin Luther King's “I Have A Dream” speech.

It remains debatable whether or not the American electorate voted on the issues, or whether they chose by personality and charisma alone. The answer probably lies somewhere in between the two. What is certain, however, is that our new president has a textured and nuanced worldview. Barack Obama will not surrender thinking to ideology, and, with the strength of human intellect, he will lead the USA into a era.

-Nikolas Jaeger
Barack Obama: The New God?

Some believe that Barack Obama has the whole world in his hands. They think the economy will be fixed, and some even talk about him as though he'll bring global peace. Obama has hope for peace and has the right motivation to help his country get back on the right track. Yet people must realize that not every problem can be solved by the government. Solving major global issues requires more than just a good president. 

Many think that the presidency is the first branch of government, that the executive holds the primary responsibility.

This is not the case in the American political system.

Let us refresh our stock of knowledge. Here are the actual functions and responsibilities of a U.S. president: 

The president is part of the executive branch (he's NOT a branch of his own). He is the commander in chief of the armed forces and commissions officers therein. He takes care that laws be executed and grants reprieves and pardons for federal offenses. He also makes treaties and appoints ambassadors, judges, and higher officials, and he approves legislation (together with Congress). He must negotiate with the legislative and judicial branches and must respect the rights of all states. 

Obama recognizes the limits of his power and he will be wise to diminish his Messiah status. In fact, his first goal right now is to lower people's expectations. As Tim Reid of The Times of London argues in Obama Lays Plans to Kill Expectations After Election Victory, “Obama's senior advisers have drawn up plans to lower expectations for his presidency if he wins next week's election, amid concerns that many of his euphoric supporters are harboring unrealistic hopes of what he can achieve.” In fact, one such supporter said, “I won't have to worry about putting gas in my car. I won't have to worry about paying my mortgage” after Obama becomes President. 
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Although Obama is a wise man with capable foresight and ethical intentions, he can't solve all of America’s problems. He cannot get the U.S. out of the economic crisis, provide a health care program for all uninsured Americans who where denied coverage, fix the No Child Left Behind Act, take the troops out of Iraq in 16 months, improve infrastructure, make America energy independent, fight Al-Qaeda, cut taxes for 95% of Americans AND have all the money to do this. Such a perfect storm of problems cannot be rectified by the most benevolent dictator, let alone by a president limited in his powers by a complex system of checks and balances in a federal system. 

Obama supporters must finally face some truths or they will be very disappointed. There is no way Obama can solve America’s economic woes any time soon. Until the economy is on sound footing, his campaign promises will remain little more than “hope”.  He must set clear and realistic priorities and carefully tend to his primary priorities within the confines of executive jurisdiction.  

Therefore, if people really want him to carry out his plans, they should get back down to earth and realize that political issues can't be solved overnight even with a skilled, popular and intelligent president. Barack Obama just isn't God. 

-Sandra Nasser (Obama Supporter)

The Influence of “Obama’s Rock”

In the beginning Michelle Obama didn’t want her husband to run for President; however as the campaign progressed she warmed up to the idea and is now being credited as being a major player in Barack Obama’s White House triumph. She is now making history all of her own by becoming America’s first African-American First Lady.

One of Michelle Obama's many nicknames from the campaign was "the closer." This is because she was very skilled at pursuing and persuading undecided voters to sign pledge cards. She has also been known as a “connector” because of her ability to get people to talk to each other. Throughout the campaign she volunteered her own life lessons from a working-class life and her hurdles she had to overcome in cultural confrontations. Michelle Obama recently made a statement, "that you work 
hard for what you want in life, that your word is your bond, and you do what you say you're going to do, and that you treat people with dignity and respect, even if you don't know them, and even if you don't agree with them.”
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Michelle Obama, throughout her brilliant career has always managed to avoid the limelight and yet she has still managed to achieve huge success. Whereas her husband revels in being in the spotlight using his charisma and charm to make people listen, Mrs. Obama has taken solace in the shadows during this campaign. Bus we should not undererstimate her as she is clearly an intelligent woman who graduated from Princeton University and Harvard Law School and in her own right she is a very successful lawyer.

Since beginning her campaign to support her husband she has emerged from the shadows and attracted her own spotlight during the exhausting 22-month campaign. In Madison, Wisconsin, she declared, "for the first time in my adult lifetime, I'm really proud of my country, and not just because Barack has done well, but because I think people are hungry for change." This quote was hugely misconstrued throughout the U.S. and was used to question her patriotism. The quote wasn’t meant at a slap to the face of American history but, rather, was meant to shine a light on the history being made. Nevertheless, this quasi-misspeak changed her role in the campaign by placing her in a less political, more cheerleader-like role. 

For a while it was uncertain whether Michelle’s supporting role in the campaign would help or hinder Barack Obama in his quest for the White House. She desperately wanted to keep her family life as normal as possible and to minimize the negative press that she was receiving. So she took to making light-hearted jokes about how Barack would leave the butter out or is grouchy in the mornings. She hoped that these things would help humanize him and help people relate to her better. 

Her role changed a bit in the days before the election when Mr. Obama had to break away from the campaigning to visit his dying grandmother in Hawaii. It was Michelle who then stepped in for him at the events he had to miss as she was the closest to him and his policies and it was the best to keep the momentum going while he was away. 
Michelle Obama’s hugely successful influence on Barack Obama’s campaign was superbly illustrated when the crowds cheered for her and that they showed no sign of being angry when her husband was not able to show up at an event. This was one of the many signs that showed her growing influence on her husband’s road to the White House. 

-Laura Burnett-Thomas
Breaking Down the Color Barrier

Hillary put 18 million cracks in a glass ceiling, but did Barack tear down the racial wall?
Martin Luther King Jr., the most renowned crusader for African-American civil rights, once said “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” Many around the world claim that this dream was fulfilled last Tuesday with the election of an African-American President.  

If, however, it is racist to elect candidates solely because they are white, is it not equally racist to elect candidates to office because they are black?

According to the survey done by the 12th grade comparative government class, only 8% of the surveyed students claimed that they would have voted for McCain, the other 92% supported Obama.  Yet, there seems to be quite a large discrepancy between the number of votes cast for each candidate and the support for their respective policies.

According to an unbiased questionnaire administered by this same class, the approval rating for each candidate’s policies and positions is almost equally split with Obama enjoying a narrow 1.5% lead.  When the survey prompts were tilted in favor of the conservative platform, McCain’s policies enjoyed an aggregate 64% to 36% lead.

Why is there such an enormous difference between the number of students who agree with the policies of McCain and the number of students who support McCain?  Obviously there are multiple reasons for this discrepancy, but could it not be that some students voted for Obama simply because of the color of his skin?

As one of the few fortunate students that were able to vote in the real election, I often had the chance to share my views on the candidates and on their policies.  By being up-front about my views and support of McCain, I met multiple students that told me in private that they supported McCain, but dared not speak up. They did not want to be faced with the constant debate, snide remarks, and accusations of being racist, only because they were on the “other side of the aisle.”

Even in our school race was a significant factor in the decision of who to support. I often heard students assume that African Americans would vote for Obama because of his race.  These assumptions show that we have not yet truly reached that dream of Martin Luther King.

As an American, I am very proud that an African-American can finally be elected President.  I hope that President-Elect Obama leads the country well.  However, I would have been more overjoyed if more people would have seen beyond skin color and voted based on the content of each candidate’s policies and character.  We still have a way to go to tear down that racial wall.

-David Newbrander

Nailin' Palin

It is difficult to understand why Sarah Palin was chosen as running mate in Senator John McCain's presidential campaign. Her involvement in the campaign diverted the attention from prominent political issues such as foreign policy and the economy, to things such as her and the other candidate's personal lives. Her positive attributes consisted mainly of her charm and physical appearance. Her beauty would seem to be an ideal basis to boost popularity in the McCain campaign, but there seems to be no other apparent reason as to why she served as the vice presidential candidate. 

Sarah Palin lost the election for John McCain because she had no experience with the federal government until she was chosen as a candidate. On top of that, she believed that she was talking to the French president Nicolas Sarkozy when she was really involved in a prank call and lastly she ended up spending $150,000 of the Republican Party’s budget on her all-important image.

Palin has a lack of experience in a lot of things, including the federal government. In fact, the only degree she holds is a Bachelor’s degree in communications and journalism. The only political experience she seems to have is budget cuts and to make sure that the budget is spent ´"wisely", which was her original reason for getting involved in politics. One way she made sure Alaskan money was spent wisely, was by selling the jet bought by former Governor Murkowski´s administration for $2.7million, by selling the plane for $2.1million through a private brokerage firm. That's a $600,000 loss. 

Great way to “save” money Palin!

In a recent interview by a Quebecan comedy duo posing as Nicolas Sarkozy and his secretary, Palin demonstrated her intense lack of knowledge in the subject of world affairs. Not only did the comedy duo convince Palin that she was talking to the French president, they also revealed her sheer ignorance towards the neighboring country of Canada. “Sarkozy” said: “That's the thing I said to my great friend the prime minister of Canada, Stef Carse” , to which Palin replied: ”Well... He's doing fine too...”, not knowing that the comedian is referring to a Canadian pop musician, whereas the actual prime minister of Canada is Stephen Harper. This leads to the conclusion that she is a very image-based person, which is best exemplified when she gives the following statement in this dialogue, “You know, I look forward to working with you and getting to meet you personally and your beautiful wife. Oh my goodness, you've added a lot of energy to your country with that beautiful family of yours." 

Palin's contribution to the McCain campaign was her image. So it almost made sense when it was revealed that she spent $150,000 of campaign money (much of that money donated by regular, hard-working Americans) on clothing. This proves two things, one that she relied heavily on her appearance, and secondly that she really knows how to be financially responsible. 

Sarah Palin’s image was everything. But voters saw though her image to find a lack of experience, a lack of knowledge and a lack of consistency. The real Sarah Palin, the one behind the $150,000 of citizens’ money, became a serious liability to the McCain campaign and might just be the primary cause of his loss to Senator Obama. 

-Jackson Berger & Michael Fogle 

Yes We Did?

When I turned my computer on, on Wednesday the 5th of November to check my Facebook account, I noticed many people and friends of mine had changed their status from “Yes We Can” to “Yes We Did”, or to “Change has been done”. Do people really think it is over, now that Barack Obama has been elected? It frightens me to think all this interest in politics that younger people suddenly had from Obama’s campaign was not real and only based on the exciting election and will dissolve into thin air now that it’s over. It has not yet “been done”. NOW is the time that people, of all ages, need to stay as focused on politics as they have been the last couple of months.
I am not the only one with this opinion. Obama himself stated on the 4th of November in Chicago that change has not been done yet, that there is an “enormity of tasks that lie ahead” and that these can only be solved if everyone pitches in and keeps working on having their voices be heard so that the new government can, in fact, be a government by the people for the people.
This campaign has been different than previous campaigns. Obama managed to make everyone, young and old, excited about politics. People felt like they really could make a difference in this election, which was proven right, and people need to keep realizing that they can still make a difference, even more so now, that a president has been elected who will actually listen to the citizens. Many people feel that this election was like a marathon. Two parties running and running, reaching the last meters and finally reaching the goal. Now it is over and we tend to feel safe with the newly elected president. But politics fail if citizens fail to be involved. I am worried the public interest will subside, now that the “exciting” part is over. 

This election was historically significant. I hope that this moment will be significant not only because an African-American was elected President for the first time, but for the effects that this moment will have on the United States and the world by the end of Obama's presidency. This will only be achievable if we continue in our support, by believing our voices can make a difference and by fighting for change. If we believe in Obama’s vision of change, if we still have hope, we must act with our new President to make this world a better place. 
-Sophia Grabandt

The United States of AmeriKenya
“Yes we can!” The words of the newly elected president, Barack Obama, spark inspiration in the hearts of Americans and people worldwide and more specifically, in the hearts of Kenyans. While some Kenyans view Obama’s success as their key to financial happiness, his main support comes in providing a source of hope and inspiration and unity in a country freshly wounded by brotherly malice.
Stemming from his roots in Kenya, Obama’s election brought with it the idea of change, not only in the U.S but in Kenya as well. Many Kenyans came to believe that his success in the election, and his native ties to Kenya, oblige him to offer financial help to the country and to them, as his Kenyan brothers. A local resident said, “my area has been poor for such a long time, but now I think Obama will make things better.” However these thoughts are not harbored by all.  
After talking to acquaintances of mine in Kenya, I gather that, instead of looking at Obama as an easy way out of the country’s problems, many see him as a role model not only for Americans but for Kenya as well. His achievements serve as an inspiration for the many talented leaders in Kenya that have now been motivated to act. 
As Americans celebrate the victory of Obama, many of them celebrate a victory against racism. In the words of Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, “twenty five years ago Martin Luther King had a dream of an America where men and women would be judged not on the color of their skin but on the content of their character. Today what America has done is turn that dream into a reality.” It is this realization that moved many Americans to tears as the news of Obama’s victory became clear, and is the hope still carried by people torn in conflict. 

At a time when Kenyans are still healing from the wounds of post-election violence, Obama’s victory over racism, sheds a light on the future of Kenya as a united country. “I want Kenyan’s to learn from what is happening in the U.S, if Obama can win and get endorsement from the whites, then why should an all black country have its citizens fighting each other?”, said Kenya’s Prime Minister, Raila Odinga. Learning from this historic moment, Kenyans can learn to bury the animosity of tribalism that’s tearing the country apart.
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Obama in Kenya
Barack Obama and the people of America have already managed to overcome racial barriers and draw the beginning of a new era. But Obama is not the president of the world, and thus not of Kenya. He is the president of the United States of America. This is something that needs to be noted, for though he has a respectable international policy, he cannot solve every country’s problem. Though problems cannot be solved overnight, and individuals worldwide can’t be helped personally, Obama has taken significant steps and paved the way for a new beginning.      

-Rita Moser          
President Wins Over Nation with Cheese Factor

Shaking hands and kissing babies has been a stereotypical exercise of American presidential candidates for years; a campaign activity allowing voters one-on-one personal contact with their candidate in order to gain popular votes. Communicating with the masses of voters through television commercials and debates is a much less time consuming and less expensive way to reach the public. However, once a candidate campaigns to a larger audience, the personal feeling is lost. In order for American’s to feel comfortable with a candidate they must first feel that they can relate to them and see that the leader of their country is just like them. The Obama campaign recognized the importance of establishing a personal connection with the voters and effectively used his family and personal life to his advantage in the 2008 election to gain votes.

Michelle Obama did Barack a great justice on Day 1 of the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado. She orated about her personal story of growing up on the South Side of Chicago. She discussed her marriage to Barack Obama and their commitment to their children in order to show strong family ties. In particular, she highlighted President Obama’s commitment to working families, having had experienced this first hand. She painted a picture of her husband that portrayed him as a father and family man with faith in the American Dream. She reassured voters that her husband shared values of all American citizens and was ready to lead the nation.

The public pretty much understood it the first time. The theme of Michelle’s speech was hammered into the masses’ brains repeatedly. In order for her to show that she, like Barack, is an “everyday Joe”, she spoke of her very own parents with a few cliché terms. Her parents endured the American dream by “scrimping and saving,” in a world where “you can make it if you try”. Not to mention, after Michelle finished speaking her two daughters appeared on the podium and waved to their father saying, “I love you”.

Andrew Rosenthal from New York Times Magazine puts it best by saying, “ultimately, presidential campaigns are — or at least should be — about the candidates, not their spouses or surrogates.” Yes, American’s should definitely pay more attention to the actual candidate rather than their personal history and home life. It’s the actions that the candidate proposes that should be on display at national conventions and headlines of newspapers, not a picture of the Obama family embracing in a hug. Unfortunately however, the general public is much more likely to be aware of a candidate’s personal life rather than his solutions to national affairs because they are able to relate directly. I’m not saying that all who voted in favor of President Obama were unaware of his policies at hand, but I am saying that many voters were way too influenced by his ideal family and personal life. 

-Teddy Carpenter
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Results from BIASED Questionnaire Prompts
n = 75

	Questionnaire Prompt
	Pro-McCain

%
	Pro-Obama

%

	In times of economic crisis, taxes should be lowered as a means to stimulate growth and investment.
	63
	37

	Given the economic crisis in the United States and the accompanying job scarcity, the United States must make it a top priority to secure its border to minimize illegal immigration. 
	43
	57

	In a time of war it is wise to have an individual with military experience as the Commander in Chief of the United States Armed Forces.
	66
	33

	It is unrealistic to expect that the United States military can safely pull all of its military personnel out of Iraq within 16 months.
	60
	40

	The United States made a public promise to make Iraq a safer place. In the process, the United States military has destroyed much of Iraq. Therefore, the United States military must fulfill its promise by remaining in Iraq until the country is rebuilt.
	60
	40

	Given the high price of oil, The United States should look to Alaska as a means to increase the oil supply and, thus, decrease the price of oil.
	55
	45

	The United States government can be trusted with administering the health care of its citizenry.
	56
	44

	Competition among private health insurance providers is likely to provide the best possible insurance opportunities for consumers.
	71
	29

	Because of the failures of many U.S. states to properly educate their youth, the national government of the United States ought to intervene as a means to ensure that young Americans can compete in the global marketplace.
	90
	10

	In the case that a United States public school is deemed to be failing by its state government, families should have the option to remove their children from the failing school and send their children to alternative schools (such as charter or vouchers schools).
	95
	5

	The 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution states that citizens have a right to bear arms as doing so is “necessary to the security of a free State”. Thus, the constitutionally protected right to bear arms should only be prohibited by a constitutional amendment. 
	53
	47

	Free trade, particularly free trade among North American countries as supported by the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), promotes competition and opens up job markets. Thus the United States should continue its support of NAFTA. 
	88
	10

	Because of Russia’s corruption, their trampling of human rights and democratic movements and their military aggression (most notably in Georgia), Russia should be expelled from the Group of Eight (The “G8”is a forum for the world's major industrialized democracies). 
	31
	67

	
	
	

	Election results from respondents to this questionnaire 
	5%
	95%


Results from UNBIASED Questionnaire Prompts

n = 75
	Questionnaire Prompt
	Pro McCain

%
	Pro-Obama

%

	In a time of great economic insecurity, it is wise to cut taxes across all income groups as a means to stimulate the economy.
	37
	63

	During a recession, government spending should be reduced.
	77
	23

	In unstable economic times the government needs to intervene in the economy by raising taxes on the wealthiest members of the economy.
	64
	36

	Substantial foreign policy experience should be a prerequisite for the office of the President of the United States. 
	20
	80

	During a time of war, it is not necessarily preferable for a President of the United States to have military experience. 
	48
	52

	The United States armed services have a responsibility to remain in Iraq until Iraq reaches a respectable level of stability. 
	45
	55

	The United States should drill for oil off the Coast of Alaska to become less dependent on oil from the Middle East and to add to the global oil supply (thus, theoretically, decreasing oil prices).
	55
	45

	The United States should invest heavily in nuclear power as an alternative energy source. 
	20
	80

	The federal government of the United States is more well-equipped to provide health care for uninsured Americans than private businesses are. 
	57
	43

	To lower the cost of health care in America, competition between health care companies must be fostered. 
	64
	36

	Teachers should be rewarded for the exam scores of their students and should not be rewarded if students do not perform well on exams. 
	33
	67

	A guest worker program should be implemented which would integrate and educate illegal immigrants who are already in the United States. 
	72
	28

	
	
	

	Election results from respondents to this questionnaire
	8%
	92%


Aren't we all  a Bunch of Clueless Morons?

So my dear little JFKers, the time has come and, after months of debating and waiting, it is final: Obama knocked him out! 

But what exactly made you an Obama supporter? Was it that little blue pin you wore on your shirt to school: “OBAMA 08!” Was it your profound knowledge of politics and his policies? Was it your blind ideological, anti-Republican bias—because, as we all know, the Republicans are the big bad wolves of this daunting global forest. Mind you I am a Democrat.

I fear that we are, and I once included myself here, a bunch of morons who actually have no idea why we supported Obama so fervently. Hate me for saying that and argue otherwise, but I am pretty sure that a significant proportion of the school population simply supported Obama because of his image and because they are completely oblivious as to what makes a good president. This man is not president yet. He is an intelligent man, who has yet to prove himself to the American people and to the global community. 

When my political science class conducted an issue-oriented questionnaire and gave multiple classes both unbiased and biased questionnaires the results really shocked me. 

Let me illustrate: When given the biased survey the majority of you tended to support McCain on issue after issue. For example, even though 90-95% of you support Obama, 66% of you believe that “in a time of war it is wise to have an individual with military experience as the Commander in Chief of the United States Armed Forces” and 71% of you agree that “competition among private health insurance providers is most likely to provide the best possible insurance opportunities for consumers.” Okay granted, the survey prompts were tilted in favor of McCain. So you were duped. Survey data is easily manipulated and so are we. 

The most moronic thing that stuck out was one prompt on the unbiased survey. When asked if “substantial foreign policy experience should be a prerequisite for the office of the President of the United States”, 80% of you disagreed! Really? Everyone is complaining about what an inexperienced buffoon Bush was/is yet you, as in 80% of those who took the survey, find that the president doesn't need any foreign policy experience to be a good president. 

Notwithstanding your clear support for McCain on various vital programs (such as economic restructuring and health care reform), you almost all support Obama? This school really baffles me sometimes.

I have had several conversations with people both outside and inside of school and of course the election was the favored topic. I asked people “so why do you support Obama?” Popular answers include: “because he's Black and we need change”, “I dunno, I hate Republicans” and “he's just a really cool dude”. I am compelled to report to you that I did not hear much valuable argumentation in favor of Obama. 

I will not undermine the fact that there are many students who really know why they supported their candidate of choice but once again these polls and questionnaires we did really make me shrug.

I think we all have to just look in the mirror and face the fact: Obama may become a great leader, but in a way we are paying tribute to a false idol and trying to create a prophet in a time of need. 

My advice is look at the facts, study the issues, reconsider your arguments and then, when you have ample evidence to support your point of view, then go for it! 

-Julien Gentle
America has a New President, Now What?

“Yes, we can!” has been the Democratic Party’s slogan under Barack Obama in the U.S. presidential election these past months, but what exactly is Mr. Obama referring to? With his electoral triumph last Tuesday, many Americans are not only hoping for a drastic change in office, but are also eagerly expecting someone to move America forward. 
After eight years of the Bush Administration, the United States is facing what many refer to as the greatest economic and financial depression since 1929. Obama’s plans for economic improvement, have led many to believe that he is the right candidate for presidency. However, with America in a crisis, how realistic is it that the change he has promised will actually be realized? As the United States is increasingly becoming what one might call a ‘debt junkie’, it is questionable if Barack Obama’s plans are even affordable in times such as these. With a total debt of $53 trillion, moving forward will prove thorny.

The proposal of change under the new Obama-Biden administration has been perceived by many as an attractive offer to improve the current situation. Many Americans are beginning to ask how the administration intends to finance their plans during this financial catastrophe. Americans are willing to trust the new president and his ideas for change—hope is free, but change is costs money.
Obama’s interest in offering a more substantial health care to Americans is more than an issue of hope, it is quintessentially a financial matter. The speculations of Medicaid becoming insolvent in just a few years has put many in despair, dreading the loss of even minimal social welfare. Having shared his ideas on a universal health care plan throughout the United States, Obama’s proposals have been receiving stinging critiques, stating that his plan is nothing but a “non-compulsory, non-universal, non-subsidized giveaway to the big insurance corporations”, and that he has been promoting it with the help of right-wing rhetoric. Even his health policy experts have concluded that the plan really needs to include a requirement that everyone purchases some form of health care, in order for his plan to work. However, with a over 45 million Americans who cannot afford insurance coverage, Obama’s plan faces overwhelming obstacles.
But despite the criticism of Barack Obama and his ability to lead America into a better future, it is only fair to wait and see what happens, once he is inaugurated. After Bush’s two term reign, doubling the national debt and leaving the United States in a truly miserable state, almost any form of change in the White House can be considered an improvement. Nevertheless, it is still uncertain whether or not Obama’s proposition is really a “change we can believe in.”

-Anonymous JFKS student

Some German youth doubt Obama will keep promises 

International Herald Tribune

November 5, 2008

Barack Obama may have been the toast of Europe since his visit this past summer, but a stop at the John F. Kennedy School here showed he might not want to take that popularity for granted. Not if the students have anything to say.

A YouTube clip of the president-elect's acceptance speech kicked off the post-election discussion at the public bilingual school Tuesday, but the effort that his American supporters found so inspiring did not seem to sway the jaded teenagers, raised on American wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and distrustful of his intense popularity here.

"This," announced the first student to step up to the microphone stand, his adolescent slouch exaggerated by the low microphone, "is going to be the great disillusionment of our generation."

Another student compared Obama to the school's namesake, but was talking about the Bay of Pigs rather than the famous "Ich bin ein Berliner" speech.

The students who attend the school in the city's Zehlendorf district would seem to be shoo-ins for the candidate, with his appeal to young voters and the wild enthusiasm many Germans showed. The capital was, after all, the improbable site of his largest campaign rally, when more than 200,000 people turned out to hear him speak in July.

The elite of German politics and society gathered at swanky, corporate sponsored parties to ring in the American presidential election overnight here. Average workers awoke to news of Obama's victory, which came in the wee hours of the morning.

"Normally in the morning I'm not in a hurry to listen to the news, but this morning I jumped to the radio first thing at 5 o'clock," said Anna Lemme, 29, a Berlin architect passing through the Friedrichstrasse train station in Berlin. "It will give America a new face," she said of Obama's victory.

But most of the teenagers at the post-election discussion, which turned into more of a dissection of the winning candidate, said they would need convincing before they were willing to believe that "change" was more than a slick slogan.

His victory in the school's mock election on Tuesday with a resounding 86 percent of the vote was dismissed as a repudiation of President George W. Bush's Party more than an endorsement of Obama. The gulf between the overjoyed commuter crowd and the circumspect cafeteria clique was notable.

"Grown-ups are thankful for what the Americans did for them, with the airlift and everything," said Francesca Klein, 17. The teenagers, meanwhile, were at most 10 years old when Bush was elected, and remember little else.

"We disregard what the country had done before the last eight years," said Caroline Meder, 18, secretary general of the school's model United Nations, one of the two moderators of the student discussion, and one of the most supportive of Obama.

Others expressed grudging respect for the American people's intent, if not their celebrated president-elect. "Even though he doesn't stand for change, I guess it's a sign of change that people vote for him," said Laura Weidinger, 17.

-Nicholas Kulish
Mr. Kulish is The New York Times Berlin Bureau Chief and author of Last One In, a novel about a journalist in Iraq

Big Promises, Reason to Believe

Each year approximately 1.23 million students in the USA fail to graduate from high school, more than half of whom are from minority groups (ETE 2007).  The current unemployment rate in the USA is 5.47% in comparison to 2007 with 4.67% (US Bureau of Labor Statistics).  Americans without health insurance coverage in 2007 totaled an estimated 15.3% of the population, or 45.7 million people (US Census Bureau).  Barack Obama won the presidential election against John McCain last Tuesday. His promise to solve these problems brought him victory.

Contrary to McCain’s ideas of abolishing the Department of Education, funding private schools rather than public schools as well as voting against the effort to make colleges more affordable to the middle class, Obama has much more forthcoming plans to support the middle-class in regards to education. They start with supporting parents of young children by implementing voluntary preschools, continue with the funding of public schools as well as preparing pupils for college and end with the idea of creating an American Opportunity Tax Credit to support tuition costs worth $4,000 annually in exchange for community services.

Fighting the rising unemployment rate in the USA is one of many issues Obama addressed during his campaign. By installing a trade policy that opens up to global markets, he hopes to distribute American laborers throughout the world. By investing $150 billion in a clean energy economy over a period of ten years, Obama hopes to create 5 million so called “new green jobs”. With plans to improve the current infrastructure, it will be easier for many Americans to access their current or new work places. Also, Obama has plans for a small business emergency rescue plan that will lend money to small businesses, giving them special tax cuts, administrative support and services they need, which in return should have a positive outcome regarding an increase in employment rates.

In 2008 it was most important for Americans to have a steady and fair health care insurance.  Obama’s healthcare plan will help Americans afford premiums, will not allow then to be turned down by any doctor or hospital because of sickness and have comprehensive benefits and guaranteed eligibility. Most importantly, Americans will make their own choice of what healthcare plan they want and need. By increasing the employer coverage of health insurance but also offering a New Small Business Health Tax Credit to small businesses Obama will bring benefits to employees as well as their employers. 
Obama’s slogan of “change we can believe in” seems to have convinced the citizens of the United States. The voter turnout in 
2008 is estimated to be the highest in decades.  America is ready and desperate for change. Contrary to McCain, whose campaign seemed to be directed at making the rich richer and focused too much on the war in Iraq, Americans have voted a man from the middle-class that wants to bring change for the middle-class and who, through his own experience, knows the fears and struggles of the “Joe the Plumber”.

-Nicole Ceriatke

American Youth Make a Difference in the Election

How important are the young American votes in an election? After all, youth in America make up 24% of the voting age population. Political analysts foresaw great participation from these young Americans in the last week’s election, but there was still a fear that the American youth would misuse their right to vote and perhaps forget to. However, recent reports indicate that in last week’s election, youth vote has significantly increased; it has even exceeded the 2004 election which was already a big surge for young voters. According to CIRCLE, a non-partisan organization that promotes research on the political engagement of Americans between ages 15 and 25, an estimated 22-24 million young people voted in this election, which is an increase in youth turnout by at least 2.2 million over the 2004 elections. 

“We expected record turnout, and that is what we’re seeing right now“, says Heather Smith, spokesperson for Rock the Vote, an organization encouraging youth to register and vote in every election. 

Exit polls state that one in ten voters was voting for the first time and one in seven voters were under 30, representing 18% of all voters in this last election.  

Not only have more young Americans voted, but the vast majority of them have voted more for the Democratic Party. This is not too surprising seeing as younger people tend to have more liberal political views, however, it is debatable that they have been absolutely crucial for Obama’s win to become president. Young Americans preferred Obama over McCain by 68% to 30%.

John Della Volpe, the director of polling for the Harvard University Institute of Politics, stated: “[The youth vote] is turning states that [Obama] would’ve lost or barely won into more comfortable margins“. In Ohio, Florida, Virginia, Nevada and Pennsylvania, 75% of the voters are under 30, and these states all turned out blue.  

One reason youth has shown more enthusiasm in the election is because of the media.

The election has been covered by many outlets that cater to the youth, be it magazines, shows or even TV channels, such as MTV or ESPN. Even websites like Myspace and Facebook have online groups, where people blog, discuss and debate supporting either candidate, making this election more accessible to younger people. With the power of the internet, everybody has access to the candidates stance on any issue; we can watch the debates, read reviews and hear political discussions any time of the day. 

The youth has not only shown their participation by voting, but also by helping and encouraging others to vote. Casey, a voluntary registration worker from Illinois, said she would talk to younger Americans at football games, apartment parties, frat houses, and even women waiting in line for the bathroom at a night club, and do what she could to help them register and encourage them to vote. This activity has helped a great deal, and I personally believe young political activists like Casey lack recognition. Many teenagers, even those too young to vote, have also participated in registration work and voluntary recruiting. How important were these young activists in the last election? To what extent have they made a change?

As the director of CIRCLE, Levine, states: “All the signs point to a tremendous year for young people". Now the year is almost over and the question is: What will the impact be on national/international politics in the long run considering the influence the youth vote is going to make? 

-Leonardo Liccini

Cry for Obama
The tears shed by African-Americans in the US and blacks all over the world could probably fill up many an ocean. Unlike the tears brought on by slavery and oppression, those shed on November 4th were tears of excitement, hope and just plain happiness. That this colossal display of naked emotion could be created on one day because of one man is extremely moving. However, after the hype has cooled down and people retreat to their normal daily activities, the expectations for Obama will remain incredibly high, especially in the black communities. The question is whether the African American community will give Obama enough time to make changes.
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A woman shedding tears of joy in response to Obama’s victory.
African-American Princeton scholar Cornell West claims that through being honest, creative, visionary and bold, Obama will come out strong disregarding the time it takes him to do so, thereby hopefully inspiring people to make changes. The black community, as West implies, will be understanding of this as they realize that the current state of affairs was brought on by the two wars, an economic recession and general financial mismanagement for decades. Before he was declared the new US President, Obama greatly influenced the young and the politically inactive to vote. The black community they felt like Obama had experienced what they’ve been experiencing and that he can relate to their situation. Even blacks that were unmotivated to vote stated that Obama’s presidential run made a huge symbolic impact on their life. For many, finally having a black person on the bill, not only allowed them to vote for someone other than a white person. Blacks felt truly represented by someone who would help them to climb the mountaintops that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of over 40 years ago. 
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But the black community didn’t always support Obama the way they did in the final months of the campaign. Many were scared and they were unsure if he was to really going to support black issues. Many African-Americans had difficulties identifying with Obama’s past, attending an elite school and his diverse background. Some considered him not “black enough”. However, over time, as Obama got to show his true colors, more and more blacks gave him their support. His honesty and charisma were inspirational for many, and the fact that he knows how to discuss divisive racial issues proved decisive. Obama’s relentlessness in his prolonged primary battle against Hillary Clinton as well as his willingness to speak fearlessly about the suffering U.S. economy and the injustices of the war in Iraq sent a clear message to the African-American community that he is persistent and serious about wining. 

And this message of persistence resonates with African-Americans—they got the assurance they needed that persistence matters as much as skin color. Finally a black person, who can achieve his dream, opened the floor for other blacks to do so. Obama’s resounding victory is a source of inspiration for the black community and we have every reason to hope that race may soon a force of unity rather than division. 

-Zora Steiner

Leading By Example

As we stand on the threshold of history, echoes of “Yes we can!” resonate from across the Atlantic, and the choruses are LOUD. The youth of JFKS in Berlin and around the world embrace anew, for the first time in their budding political awareness, the promise of the American founding fathers, tarnished but not erased by the incompetence of the last eight years of American leadership. And one hopes that “we” will seize the historic moment and get ready to roll up our sleeves for the work to be done – not solely by the victorious democrats, but by Americans of all shapes, sizes, ideologies and colors. But what is most exciting and historical this time, is that we can now pursue those inalienable truths of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness together, for the VERY FIRST TIME in our nation’s history.

As beautiful as is the poetry of the Declaration of Independence and as far-reaching as the rights guaranteed by our constitution, the reality of uniting without barrier, without restraint, has evaded us for the 232 years since declaring our independence. Because until this momentous time, the pervasiveness of “No you can’t” lived in our memory and prohibited much of our nation’s creativity or homegrown talent from flexing its muscles. The embarrassing intolerances faced by Americans of various hues have been many. “No Mr. Nissei, you may not enlist in the American Army to fight against your parents’ Japanese countrymen in World War II.” (When that law was rescinded a few years later, the Japanese-American 442nd regiment became the most decorated regiment in U.S. military history.) “No you can’t play baseball, Mr. Robinson. We don’t want your kind on our fields.” But when Jackie Robinson was finally given the opportunity to play in 1947, he not only won the Rookie of the Year award in that very same year, but he changed the way baseball would be played in America forevermore. Sadly, it would not be until 1975 that a black man would manage a major league team, nor would we see a black CEO of a Fortune 500 company until 1999 (Franklin Raines of Fannie Mae). That’s less than 10 years ago. In 2007, Harvard picked its first ever woman president in its 371-year history. Until then, the refrain remained, “No madame, you can’t!”
All that changed with the election of Barack Obama as the next president of the United States. America boldly voted for a man based on the merit of his leadership rather than the irrational labels connected to his ethnicity or spiritual ideology. Obama, in his own powerful way, transcended the ugly rhetoric and stayed true to his ideals of a unified America, an America where the dream remains alive for a nation “indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” He has led all of us to Martin Luther King’s proverbial “mountaintop”, and what a view it is! Henry Kissinger said: “The task of the leader is to take his people from where they are to where they have not been.” Well, we have never been here before. And by that token President-elect Obama has already created a vision of a stronger, healthier, more united nation with his inspiring message of hope. Will he be able to solve all our ills and current shortcomings as a nation single-handedly? Don’t be silly. Can (and should) we get behind him regardless of our political ideology, our religious beliefs, our intelligence level or the color of our skin? Yes we can. 

-Chad Felt
The Old Razzle Dazzle

The fundamentals of the economy, the special interests, Iran’s nuclear program. Fanny Mae and Freddy Mac and Nieman Marcus.  Obama the celebrity, McCain the war hero, Palin the tube of lipstick.  Pigs and Puppies and Pit Bulls.   In short, a three ringed circus, a ridiculous tap dance, a bit of the old razzle dazzle.

What will be remembered about this campaign?   Not the issues, surely, for even in their watered down, bullet-points-for-the-people form, they do not captivate the attention the American citizenry.

What will stand out in the common memory are the images: shots of the Obama and Biden families embracing at the DNC, of Hillary squished between supporters urging Barack’s nomination, of McCain at town hall meetings and shaking hands with Bush in some godforsaken airport late one night.

McCain’s war record evidently replaces his need for any real foreign policy discussions; as for Obama, a clip of cheering crowds around the Siege Seule suffices to put all doubts about his international experience at rest.

The economy is in crisis, but few people understand economics enough to judge which candidate is better poised to solve the problems.  Therefore, whoever can insult Wall Street and laud Main Street most frequently and most enthusiastically earns the right to call him self qualified.

No arguments, no real debates, but catchy phrases, good slogans and cute anecdotes.  This is not politics-this is show business.  It is hardly surprising that those who support a candidate in this school are not aligned with him on most issues.  Supporting a candidate has become a matter of who puts on a better show.

Too few seem to comprehend the complexity of the issues, and those who do understand choose not to enlighten the American people.  Citizens are kept busy with talks about abortion and gay rights, hot button topics and heated debates while in D.C. the clique goes around doing exactly as it likes.  What is presented to the voters at election time is a heavily spun, spiced, and salted version of events, no more akin to reality than a fairy tale or a Halloween story.

The story is the same, Republican or Democrat, Washington outsider or Good Ole Boy, maverick or messiah, hockey mom or “Hussein” Obama.  The story is the same, so it all comes down to who tells it better.  And this year, quite simply, Barack Obama won because he told the story better then John McCain did.

Soon however, the Happily Ever After will come and the people will forget, for four years, about “yes we can to opportunity and prosperity”.  They’ll just go on living their lives, grabbing at opportunities in the hope of prosperity, until another election cycle reminds them about the American dream they are supposed to be pursuing.

Perhaps when the Obama the Demagogue is compelled to negotiate, disillusionment will set in.  But for now, the illusion is working, and that’s what matters.

For eight years, the world listened to stutters and stumbles and badly chosen adjectives while enduring a painful plotline.  Now there is a master storyteller who knows how to weave a tale.  What does it matter what he says as long as he tells them well? What happens after story time is over, when the president leaves the podium and returns to the oval office?  We can only hope he understands reality as well as he sells fiction.  Obama sold a solid product, and the American voters bought it on November fourth.

My advice to the President-elect is to continue doing as he has—go about his agenda as quietly as possible, keep the noise level loud, and keep the stories coming and the press lapping them up.  I predict the American people won’t like his policies if they see too much of them.  But as the Junior Senator of Illinois clearly knows:  how can they see with sequins in their eyes?

-Anna Zychlinky
Not Only Dominating the Red Carpet, but also the Presidential Elections

Have you turned on your TV to witness celebrity endorsements of the presidential candidates? Over the past years, celebrities have become increasingly involved in the presidential elections. Not only do they encourage you to vote, but they specifically express who to vote for. Celebrities subconsciously influence our personal beliefs by delivering a sense of security and confidence, due to their powerful position in society.

Barack Obama began with a relatively small budget, meeting in the living rooms of family and friends. As the campaign accelerated, Oprah Winfrey was one of the first to contribute by inviting him to “The Oprah Winfrey Show”. She also hosted $2,300/plate fundraising dinners and followed him on the campaign trail as requested. Winfrey has a stellar reputation, particularly with white women who Obama needed to win over after the primary battle with Hillary. She is well-aware of her influence over target voters and was committed to doing her part to get women and minorities to the polls.

P. Diddy also contributed and recently announced on his YouTube blog that “this day will change the way we all look at each other. This day will change the way black men and black women are perceived all around the world,” and instructed the nation to vote for Obama. His clear preference is additionally displayed on his MTV reality show “Making the Band”, where he advertised his new line of Obama t-shirts from his clothing label “Sean John”. Obama attire has become all the rage among celebrities and regular folks have followed suit.  But how many people have you observed donning McCain t-shirts?

Even socialite Paris Hilton who previously appeared to lack interest in politics supported the cause. When John McCain used an unauthorized image of her in his campaign,  she responded with a music video titled “Paris for President”. While maintaining her usual (ahem) method of self-promotion, she sought to persuade the public to “get your cute little butt out there and vote”.

Although most people deny the influence of celebrities on their opinion, this effect is difficult to escape. The Obama campaign pulled the bandwagon. In history class we call it propaganda and vilify the sheep. In political science class we call it campaigning and glorify the victor.

Too many voters found it simpler to conform to the norm than to research and create their own opinion based on the facts they have gathered.  Few of us are willing to admit that we have been influenced by celebrity. But can we at least admit that this campaign was?

-Alina Bleck and Nadia Lillecrapp
Wise Pick Obama
This 2008 presidential election was not only significant for the United States of America, but for the whole world. For the first time in history, America has an African-American president. This all would not be possible if Obama didn't make a wise and important pick for his vice-presidential running mate. Joe Biden was a great pick, and was one of the main reasons why Obama pulled out of this election victorious.

The main reason why Barack Obama picked Biden was that he had tons of experience. Biden became an attorney in 1969, was elected to a county council in 1970, and was first elected to the Senate in 1972, and became the 5th youngest senator in U.S. history. He used this experience to gain votes for Obama.

Biden's vice-presidential campaigning gained little media visibility, as far greater attention was focused on the Republican running mate, Alaska governor Sarah Palin. Never giving up, Biden kept focus on campaigning in economically-challenged areas of swing states, and trying to win over blue-collar Democrats, especially those who had supported Hillary Clinton. As the financial crisis reached a peak and the proposed bailout of the U.S financial system became a major factor in the campaign, Biden voted in favor of the $700 billion Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which passed the Senate 74-25.

On October 2  Biden participated in a vice presidential debate with Palin. Overall the polls from CNN, Fox and CBS suggest that Biden was way more experienced than Palin. Biden enjoyed a 60 percent favorability rating in contrast to Palin’s with 44 percent. McCain supporters needed an experienced vice-presidential candidate, because his health and age came into question, and they were clearly disappointed in (if not insulted by) McCain’s choice.

Notwithstanding which candidate earned your support, we are all going to remember this epic campaign. McCain made a fatal error in choosing Palin as a running mate. Obama chose wisely. Let us not underestimate the effect of these choices.

-Azer Hadzic
Brilliant Words of a President

The masses went wild. Screeching and yelping, the high-spirited crowds embraced the man they had been waiting for. A roaring applause and booming chants echoed through Grant Park as the new president stepped to the podium.
“Hello, Chicago!” he began, standing before countless posters reading, “HOPE” and “CHANGE.” Millions of Americans anxiously waited to hear the victorious speech of their candidate. However, not everyone understood that the words that followed were not entirely his own.
A volunteer advisor to the Obama campaign named Jacob Rigg crafted parts of Barack Obama’s speech. Living in a little flat in London, he communicated with his employer to formulate the perfect message for the important occasion.
How did this go unnoticed?
“The trick of speechwriting, if you will, is making the client say your brilliant words while somehow managing to make it sound as though they issued it straight from their own soul,” argues writer Christopher Buckley, who was a speechwriter for the first President Bush.
The term “speechwriter” is not new to the dictionary of modern politics. Just as long as singers like Britney Spears and Christina Aguilera have been recording songs written by songwriters, politicians like Barack Obama and John McCain have been presenting speeches written by their own personal assistants.
Although boa constrictors and latex hot-suits were never introduced in either candidate’s campaigns, carefully considered speeches had the same “Toxic” and “Dirrty” effect on an audience.
Now that the War for the White House has come to a close, one should expect to find prose replace poetry. In these difficult times, a thoughtfully composed presentation should make way for a candid delivery of facts.
In the past eight years, economists have mistakenly described “milk and honey” as “milk and money.” Investment markets were never as lucrative as some promised. As a result of excessive greed and ignorance, an economic recession threatens to drive the global market to record low.
Driven by poetic appeal, words like “HOPE” and “CHANGE” still ring in the public’s ear. However, many others exist that do not have the same lush connotation.
Barack Obama could well be the harbinger of a new era for America, but he must first adopt his own set of words: “Money” sounds good to every ear, but “honey” is better to eat, I fear.
-Erik Wiedenmann

Obama’s Winning Cocktail

The belief that Barack Obama was voted into presidency solely based on his political stance is far from the truth. Obama did not only become the president of America as a result of his plans to withdraw U.S. army troops from Iraq nor due to his intention of implementing a more efficient and affordable health care system. Although these issues did influence his victory, they were not entirely responsible for his election. Rather, the unique combination of Obama’s political and moral views, his charisma and ability to win the hearts of the people, his ethnic background, along with his opponent’s unstable health condition and the grave mistakes of McCain’s party members, ultimately led to Obama’s triumph.

Obama’s political views supported his election into presidency. Two key examples of issues he was able to win the peoples’ vote on were health care and on the war in Iraq. Obama’s view on the American health care system was that it should be made affordable and available to everyone. He claimed to be able to realize this through introducing a health care tax, removing the stringent eligibility for health care coverage and lowering the cost of health insurance by up to $ 2,500 annually. A more efficient health care system would be of great benefit to the American people. Health care in America has been deemed inhumane and barbaric for the middle and lower class citizens. In addition, Obama’s proclamation of stopping the war in Iraq also won him many votes. Many people in America as well as world wide find that this war is unethical and was prompted by invalid reasons. Obama’s political stances supported his success, but his charisma drove him to victory.

Obama’s magnetism won the hearts and trust of his fellow Americans. Based one poll,  92% of the students at JFK were in support of Obama, yet when presented with the candidates’ stances on the issues, the support for Obama was far less uniform. How can one explain this? A plausible explanation is such that without knowing where Obama stands politically, many people would vote for him because of his great public speaking skills—he exudes confidence and intelligence. Obama’s background and heritage also played a great role in his election, as never before has an African-American been seriously considered in a U.S. presidential election. Polls indicate that 96% of all African American’s voted for Obama.

Additional reasons for Obama’s victory lay in the failures of the McCain campaign. Firstly, McCain’s association with Bush proved to alarm many Americans, thus causing a seemingly direct labeling of Bush’s poor reputation onto McCain.  Secondly, McCain’s poor health condition; he not only is 72 years old but also has been treated with recurrent skin cancer, including melanoma. Lastly, McCain’s running mate, Sarah Palin repeatedly made a fool out of herself in various interviews and public appearances. Many American’s had little confidence in a leader with unstable health and a seemingly incapable vice president.

Obama was elected the leader of the United States of America, not only because of his views on certain issues but also as a result of his charisma, ethnic background and the opposition’s failure to meet the prerequisites for convincing the nation of his competence as the leader sought by America.
-Daniel Deppner

Obama’s Crisis
“The best campaign team ever assembled in the history of politics” is how President-elect Obama described his campaign team in his powerful victory address on November 4, 2008. But is the best campaign team and Obama’s ability to persuade with words enough to solve the problems that face us today? Is Obama, who has promised us so much, particularly concerning domestic politics, able to fulfill his promises and do what it takes to actually change America today?
Obama says that he has “never been more hopeful than [he is] tonight that we will get there”. Unfortunately, it is unlikely that he will completely turn around the current situation. He may be able to alter aspects of the Iraq war, education, healthcare, and the economy, but not until he sets the economy on more firm footing. With the greatest economic crisis since Wall Street crashed in 1929 at hand and two wars abroad, Mr. Obama has a lot to change. The possibility to manage these tasks in one, or even two terms, is virtually impossible.
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According to his website, Mr. Obama wants to create a new “American Opportunity Tax Credit” worth $4,000 for all students who engage in community service. Unfortunately the United States of America does not have this money to give away, due to the global economic crisis.
Furthermore, President-elect Obama wants to lower healthcare costs for average families by $2,500 by investing in healthcare technology and preventative care. According to The Heritage Foundation, Obama’s healthcare plan will reduce the number of uninsured Americans from 45 million to 26.6 million in 2010 if the plan is implemented. However this healthcare plan would cost $1.17 trillion from 2010 to 2019.
With a national debt of $10,632,269,978,032 it is clear what should take priority in Obama’s term(s) as president. Predictions are that if the economic crisis continues, millions of people will be losing their jobs and homes, much like the 1930’s. A fair health care system is only feasible under a fairly healthy economy.
Obama should be tackling the economic crisis first, and later, when the country, indeed the world, is more stable than it is now, he can focus on the war in Iraq, the healthcare system and education.
If Obama, as the leader of the most powerful and influential country in the world, does not act as soon as he is sworn in, the country will collapse, and pull the rest of the world down with it into economic disaster.
-Sophie Farthing
The Reality of War

The results of the 2008 election have given the United States, and pretty much everyone else, the popular notion that the next U.S. President will be able to right the world’s wrongs.  With the global economy teetering on the brink of a worldwide recession, many have already conveniently forgotten about the U.S. military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan, or have simply written it off as over, with the election of Barack Obama.  The harsh reality is this: the U.S. will not be pulling out of the Iraq anytime soon, thousands more will die in both countries, the cost will be several times greater than it is now, and there is nothing anyone can do about it.

One thing that amazed me during the campaign was how both candidates managed to almost completely avoid talking about concrete details on the Iraq/Afghanistan issue. Instead, the two candidates preferred to repeat the first few sentences on the issue found on their respective websites.  Throughout the campaign no one really ever appeared to know what exactly the next President has planned for region, including Obama himself; most people however, are seemingly content with believing in some magical solution to the issue. 

To clarify things, Obama basically wants to pull out of Iraq within 16 months and move the country’s focus towards Afghanistan, not as many believe, bringing the troops home. He does not plan to stay in Iraq until relative stability is achieved and then focus on Afghanistan.  While the previous statement may seem a bit harsh, from an economic standpoint the war in Afghanistan has “only” cost the U.S. less than half of the expenditures in Iraq (so $200 billion to Iraq’s roughly $570 billion), making it financially much more viable than Iraq.  

Unfortunately, in the end the costs will roughly balance out, rendering useless the excuse that Afghanistan will be easier on the budget.  Money will be lost in maintaining and supplying Afghan and Coalition soldiers,  managing at least 6 of 12 army brigades sent from Iraq, aiding in stabilization projects and fighting insurgent forces.  

A pullout from Iraq will more than likely create a power vacuum that would effectively destroy any progress made in Iraq, through heavy sectarian violence, a possible civil war and a growing presence of terrorist organizations.  This would almost certainly further destabilize more of Middle East, making success in Afghanistan even harder and more costly than it already is.  Because of all these factors the notion that the U.S. must leave Iraq is dangerously wrong.  

The way I see it most Americans are, rightfully, ashamed of the War in Iraq and instead of considering the intricacies involved in a pull out and acting accordingly, believe they need to save themselves before Iraq becomes Vietnam 2.0.  

Let’s just hope the new President realizes the flaws in his plan before he acts on them.

-Kevin Plank

Did America Make the Right Choice?

Obama is soon to take office. Nations everywhere are overjoyed and already people believe that the world is becoming a better place. Even though before the results were known, the polls showed a close race leaning towards Obama, the outcome was quite a shock. 

So what was it that changed people’s minds in the booth as they were voting? Could it have been the friendly image that Obama had presented to them throughout his campaign or was it really his platform? Did America make a choice based on image? Did they choose Barack Obama because he “seemed” friendly? 

Of course not everyone made their choice based on the new president’s image, but how hard must it have been for so many people, who knew so little about the plans of the two candidates, to not tag along with the whole Barack Obama hype—to not be part of the big promise of change? How hard must it be so say in public, “I support John McCain” when millions of people saw him as just another George “Dubya” Bush. Another war hungry president who would only bring misery and difficulties upon America? A man, who after starting of a strong campaign, chose Sarah Palin as his VP, which basically ruined his chances of becoming President of the United States. 

If one were to take away all the imagery cast upon the candidates, take away their inspiring slogans and focus only on their plans, then this is where America put an “X” next to the wrong name. For example, how can you decide to abandon Iraq, when you know that pulling out all troops in a matter of 16 months would leave the country, that they so highly invested in, to crumble and waste so many lives that the America had sacrificed ? How can people say that Obama has better plans when this is his choice and when his other plans are studied and analyzed, they are basically the same as John McCain’s? Both have so many plans that are so alike, for example their education and immigration plans. 

So again, what is it that convinces people that Obama would operate so much better in the White House? Do people really believe that Obama was the better choice when he has nowhere near the amount of experience in D.C. as McCain does? Nor does Obama boast the military experience that McCain could use while in office. 

Did McCain choose the worst possible choice for Vice-President? Did 8 years of having “Dubya” in office cast a shadow on McCain’s run for office, blinding voters to McCain’s strengths? 

Did Obama win on the issues? Or did McCain lose under the shadow of Bush? Did Americans make a mistake? 

-Ross Layden
Election 2.0
A few days have passed since November 4th, and there seems to be a post-election withdrawal syndrome going around.  People are beginning to notice a lack of news updates about humiliating pronunciation errors, sound bites of inspiring Vietnam War reminiscences and hockey mom analogies.  Nevertheless, this election will certainly find a place in the history books as a momentous one not least because of the highest voting turnout in 100 years.  
This triumph of Barack Obama and Joe Biden must be attributed largely to the Democratic Party’s stunning ability to reach out and mobilize new voters.  The internet was the vehicle.  2,940,215 registered supporters are listed on Obama’s Facebook Fan Page, a number that immensely overshadows the mere 619,559 McCain Facebook enthusiasts.  Many may claim that these statistics are not representative of the actual turnout based on the argument that a large fraction of the Facebook demographic are unregistered minors who do not yet have the right to vote.  But these numbers are nevertheless suggestive.

The Democratic campaign managed a balancing act by catering to both young and mature generations.  Experienced voters were attracted by traditional campaign methods with a twist of moderate revolutionary spirit while the 21st Century Web 2.0 campaign won over the youth vote.  Semi-weekly email updates were shared to maintain a healthy relationship with fans, supporters were prompted to spread the word of “Change We Can Believe In”, a catchphrase that spread like a wildfire.  YouTube made television ads seem obsolete with inspirational invocations to bring change to Washington being played in loops on computer screens all over the world. The famed “Obama Girl” even made appearances on FOX News.  

The responses by the McCain campaign to the utilization of new technologies and trends seemed tacky and this inclined many yet undecided voters to form an allegiance with Obama, the web-celebrity candidate.  Newsfeeds and blogs were constantly streaming— no one with a stable internet connection could elude the omnipresent Democratic campaign, which harnessed the impact potential of internet memes along with Hollywood idols to sway younger generations to back Obama.

The internet’s unparalleled ability to spread the word was vital to the successful Democrats in this election.  The formidable execution of a campaign aimed specifically to feed on the zeitgeist of the 21st century led to a sweeping victory.  

-Paul Wolter
A Window of Opportunity

A window to the universe opened on November 4, 2008.  The African-American Junior Senator from Illinois, Barack Obama, was elected President of the United States. This window represents a development in consciousness that began with the election of John F. Kennedy in l960 and includes the vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that resulted in the Civil Rights Act of l964.  Obama’s clear mandate illustrates a shift in the mentality of the American people.  

Dr. King understood that to overcome racial segregation, change had to be institutional and supported by the government to be effective.  He endured imprisonment, the humiliation and deaths of his fellow freedom fighters and the criticisms of more radical African-American reformers. King’s dream lives on and Obama is a living manifestation of his vision. 

Many have compared the momentous 2008 election to the likewise epic 1960 election that brought John Fitzgerald Kennedy, the first Catholic president, into office.  In 1960, JFK overcame religious discrimination and in 2008 Obama overcame racial discrimination.  Kennedy defied the nay-sayers and fundamentally altered Americans’ attitudes towards religious freedom, civil rights, gender rights and economic human rights. Kennedy severed the centuries-old Old Boys Club lineage, whose members opposed change to maintain the status quo.  

In 2000, a prominent member of the Old Boys Club, George W. Bush, inherited the Presidency from his father George H. W. Bush.  His hawkish cabinet twisted the image of the United States abroad.  His misrepresentation of the weapons of mass destruction to justify war, and his “coalition of the willing” to fight “the axis of evil”, diminished (perhaps irreparably) America’s prestige among the nations of the world. Bush lied, people died and the world is a different place than it was eight years ago.

The office of the presidency has been sullied. Americans went to the polls to reclaim their international reputation and to reshape the American presidency.  The Obama campaign aimed to tap into the energy that Americans once felt under the spell of Kennedy’s Camelot vision.  The nay-sayers have been stifled. 

The French philosopher, Bernard de Chartres, remarking on the progress of nations, said “We are puny dwarfs who see farther than our predecessors because we are standing on the shoulders of giants.”  Despite their imperfections, John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr. initiated a phase of development that catapulted the world towards this defining moment of change. Mr. Obama stands on the shoulders of giants. With the vision of his predecessors close to his heart, we have reason to have hope for Mr. Obama’s vision of change.      

-Yannick Liesenfeld

EDITOR’S NOTE





The editorials expressed herein are the opinions of authors. These perspectives are not, nor are they intended to be, reflective of entire JFKS student body, teaching staff or administration. 





We hope that the insights offered, however disagreeable they may be, serve to contribute to the scholarly marketplace of ideas at JFKS. We also hope these editorials serve to further the vibrant discussions of issues that we must face together. 	





   -Daniel Lazar
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OBAMA MAKES HISTORY


JFKS STUDENTS OFFER INSIGHT





Editor’s Note: The data on this page is a summary of two questionnaires distributed to 150 JFKS students in grades 10-13. The first questionnaire offers biased prompts whereas the second questionnaire attempts to offer unbiased prompts. The results are yours to judge. -DL
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