Elite Transformation and Institutional Change: The Recent Party Congresses in China

1. Why do AP Comparative students tend to find the PRC a mystery?

2. List four dynamics that comparative government students might find useful in exploring the Chinese transformation.

-

-

-

-

3. List three significant changes that took place and the CCP 16th Party Congress.

-

-

-

4. What happened at the 10th National People’s Congress? Why was there not a clean break from the past?

5. List the four generations of the CCP and describe the defining characteristics of each generation.

6. What is the shift in focus that we are seeing in the fourth generation?

7. Why is Hu not the top party leader?

8. Interpret this juicy quote, “Meritocracy and deliberative decision making are all part of a process of institution building intended to constrain ambitions and avoid the destructive power struggles of the past as well as create a more stable basis for CCP legitimacy in the face of a decreasing influence of Communist ideology and the real potential for economic instability.”

9. How is SARS connected to Parris’ thesis?

10. What does Parris want from the PRC elite? Be specific. 
