Election 2008 Editorial Assignment
Advice for Writing Your Editorial: 

· Construct a short, compelling introductory sentence. The lead-in should encapsulate the idea of the piece and instantly engage the reader. Most editors judge intros by this rule of thumb: the piece has less than 23 seconds to interest the reader. If your first paragraph doesn't grab them, they won't stick around long enough to finish reading the article. 

· Offer proof that supports the opinion of the author. Proof can be introduced in the form of statistics, expert testimony or personal experience.

· Write clear, simple and effective content. The content of your site should be easy to read for everyone, preferably in a conversational style. 

· Offer a thesis statement in the introduction. Put the main points of your document in the first paragraph, so that readers scanning your pages will not miss your point. 

· Be concise.  Write short paragraphs and minimize unnecessary words.

· Accuracy: Double-check all your facts, the spelling of names and places, and make certain you have no grammatical errors. Even simple mistakes can hurt your credibility and cause an otherwise well-written piece to be rejected.

· Avoid Hyperbole: exaggerating slightly is expected during a heated face-to-face, but hyperbole has no place in a well-written editorial. You can rarely back up statements such as "always" and "never" with factual data, so stay away from them unless the hyperbole has a definite, and obvious, literary purpose. Typically, including these words will make your editorial prone to justifiable, and often fatal, criticism.

· Understand the Opposition: The only way to create a fully formed editorial with tons of depth and poignancy is to understand what the other side is arguing.

· Conclude strongly. Leave a lasting impression.
	Steps to writing your editorial: 

1. Select an Issue

2. Devise a thesis statement

3. Gather evidence—an editorial is only as good as its facts

4. Write

5. Revise

6. Peer edit

7. Revise..Revise…Revise!

8. Submit via Email


	Editorial Check-list (for use in revising and editing):

1. Makes a clear argument  _____

2. Addresses counter-arguments  _____

3. Uses argument and evidence _____

4. Avoids plagiarism ________

5. Assumes basic knowledge _______

6. Presents main points in a logical order _____

7. Has summary introduction _____

8. Has summary conclusion _____

9. Focuses paragraphs on single topics _____

10. Is concise _____

11. Avoids long quotations _____

12. Sentence structure, grammar, spelling, and format ____

13. Re-read and revised _____


Rubric: 
___/5 Introduction & Thesis: specific, refutable and complex

___/5 Grammar and Punctuation

___/5 Style, Tone and Diction

___/5 Conclusion: do not get anemic at the end. Drive it home.

___/10 Evidence: the basis of your essay

___/30 Total Points

Parameters: 

· Word Count Maximum: 600

· Format (please don’t occupy my Sunday with grammar corrections and format adjustment)
· 12 point Times New Roman Font

· Single Spaced

· A4 Paper Setting

· No Paragraph Indentations. One space between paragraphs

· Must fit on one page

· Author(s) name(s) on bottom of page
· Title on top
· Due by midnight Saturday 8 November. 
· Send to lazar@daniellazar.com in a Word Document attachment. 

· In the body of the email, please tell me who edited your editorial. 
· It is a zero if it is not submitted when I awake on Sunday morning. No excuses. 
