The Economist’s Survey of China 2006
Coming Out

1. List three possibilities for the future of China and cite what factors these possibilities depend on.

2. List some factors which make it evident that Chinese politics matter.

3. What is the symbolic significance of the 2008 Olympics?

4. Describe the ownership revolution that The Economist advocates.
5. What factors does the CCP use to bolster nationalist sentiment?

6. Assuming that there is no serious internal or external disruption, the CCP should have more leeway to fix five problems. List them

Fat of the Land

7. What does the new socialist countryside initiative offer?

8. What is happening in Boltai Village?

9. The Economist points out four examples of urban unrest. Explain two of them in your own words.

10. Though the Organic Law for Village Reform aimed to bolster democracy and local control, it failed on several accounts. On what accounts did this reform fail?

11. Describe the historical factors that have led to the rural land crisis.

12. How is China among the most decentralized countries in the world?

13. Respond: yes there is protest in the countryside, but the Party has nothing to worry about.

14. How did He Hua village hit it lucky?
Keeping Growing

15. The author cites five likely effects of a decrease in Chinese economic growth. List three of them.
16. The author does not believe that China is likely to suffer the aforementioned economic slump. However, to ensure this, China must do three things. List them.
17. What is happening to state owned enterprises? Why?

18. What is happening with banks in China?

19. What are the specific economic goals of Hu and Wen?

20. What is the author’s conclusion about the political ramifications of China’s rapid economic growth?

Good Things Come in Small Packages

21. What is the author’s thesis?

22. How does the author describe the state of village elections?

23. a. Why should government budgets be more transparent?

b. Why is this unlikely to happen now? When is it more likely to happen?

24. a. People in China DO protest, but rarely against the central government and the CCP. Why not?

b. So who do they protest against and for what? 

25. The main area of disagreement in the Party is about money (not so much about democratization). Use evidence to explain this.

26. In conclusion, what does China need if she desires democratization (infer from the article)

Pride and Prejudice

27. Nationalism bolsters legitimacy. What is the Chinese government doing to incite a nationalistic spirit?

28. Use evidence to describe the relationship between China and Japan.

29. Use evidence to describe the relationship between China and Taiwan.

30. Use evidence to describe the relationship between China and the US.

No Time like the Present

31. Summarize the conclusion of The Economist per the State of China 2006. Make a comprehensive list.

32. Why is the survey called “Balancing Act”?


