Effects of the Great Depression

On The Farmer: “If they come to take my farm, I’m gonna fight. I’d rather be killed outright than to die by starvation. But before I die, I’m gonna set fire to my crops, I’m gonna burn my house, I’m gonna poison my cattle.”






-Anonymous Debt Ridden Farmer

On the Worker: “We ain’t no paupers. We hold ourselves to be decent folks. We don’t want no relief. But what we do want is a chance to make an honest living like what we were raised.”




-Letter to FDR, 1935

On the Migrant Worker: “When they need us they call us migrant workers. When we picked their crops they call us bums and tell us to get out”.




-Migrant Worker, 1936

On Children: “Please help us. My mother is sick three years and was in the hospital for three months and she came out but she is not better. My father is paralyzed and he cannot work and we are poor.”




-Letter to FDR from 10 Year Old Girl in 1935

On Families: “Us people got to stick together to get by these hard times.”




-Mother of Migrant Family

On Mexican-Americans: “In the 1930’s, to ease the strain on the United States’ resources, the federal government sent back to Mexico tens of thousands of Mexican-Americans who were on relief. Many of them were citizens. Many of them served in the armed forces during World War I. But such considerations were overlooked in carrying out the deportation policy and sometimes whole families were herded aboard cattle cars and transported south of the border.”




-Gilbert T. Martinez 

On African-Americans: “The Negro was born in Depression. It didn’t mean too much to him, The Great American Depression as you call it. There was no such thing. The best he could be is porter or a janitor or a shoeshine boy. It only became official when it hit the white man. If you can tell me the difference between the Depression today and the Depression of 1932 for a black man I’d like to know it”




-Clifford Burke

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: New Deal Quotes

"I pledge you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the American people." July 2, 1932 - Accepting the presidential nomination

"The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." March 4, 1933 - Inaugural address
"I see one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill clad, ill-nourished." January 20, 1937 - Second inaugural address 


