Demon Rum Responses

1. What radical changes was the Volstead Act anticipated to create?

2. Describe a few means by which one could circumvent the Volstead Act.

3. What was “jake foot” and how did people contract it?

4. a. Describe how prohibition led to the rise of organized crime

b. Using examples, describe how “organizations” promoted corruption.

5. Interpret the author’s notion that organized crime created order out of chaos.

6. Though Prohibition was an obvious failure from the outset, it remained law until 1933. Explain this phenomenon using specific examples.

7. What does Maddox cite as the key historical event that led to the repeal of Prohibition? Explain the impact of this event.

8. In your estimation, was Prohibition a “Noble Experiment”?
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