The Genesis of Cold War: A Documentary Analysis

Origins of the Cold War (Schlesinger)

1. Using an example or two, describe what the editor means when he says that, “Schlesinger combines elements of both the orthodox and the revisionist interpretations”.

2. Interpret the notion that “very soon the process began to acquire a cumulative momentum”.

A Communist Perspective (Ponomaryov)

3. List the three main foreign policy aims of the Communist Party
--

--

--

4. a. List three countries whose domestic policies were heavily influenced by US intervention.

b. According to Ponomaryov, what was the explicit goal of such intervention?

5. In a brief analysis, describe Ponomaryov’s argument that the US is to blame for the outbreak of the Cold War.

Patterns of Western European Integration (Puchala)
6. Cite three pieces of evidence, used by Puchala, that are evidence to Western European unification.
Truman Doctrine

7. Using specific evidence from the document, describe how Truman’s Doctrine is a manifestation of the so-called “domino theory”.
8. Explain the significance of the following quote, “[a]t the present moment in world history, every nation must choose between alternative ways of life”.

9. What might Ponomaryov say in response to the Truman Doctrine?

The Marshall Plan

10. List at least five specific ways in which Europe has been damaged by WWII.
11. How is the farmers’ plight the lynchpin of European recovery?

12. Why does Marshall say that “our policy is not directed against any country or nation”? Do you agree with him?

The Marshall Plan: An Instrument of Peace? (Sweezy)

13. Sweezy declares that the Marshall Plan does not handle the “real problem” of Western Europe. In his eyes, what is the real problem?
14. Summarize Sweezy’s argument that suggests that The Marshall Plan was created and implemented in the best interest of the American ruling class.

15. In your estimation, was the primary intention of The Marshall Plan a humanitarian endeavor to help Europe to recover or a self-righteous plan devised by Washington (in the interests of the capitalist elite) to further American economic interests? Explain using evidence and the readings to respond. 
