Dick Cheney’s Song of America
1. What is the Cheney Doctrine? What are its goals?
2. Define Colin Powell’s “Base Force” strategy. What is the idea behind it?

3. What is “forward presence”?

4. The Cheney Doctrine, the Base Force Strategy and the Forward Presence philosophy were conceived in response to 9 November 1989. Explain how these theories were derived from the imminent collapse of communism in Europe.

5. How was the creation of these three diplomatic strategies a result of struggles between the executive and legislative branches of the US government?

6. How did the First Gulf War play in to these strategies?

7. When the USSR fell, the US had to recreate its foreign policy.

a. Describe the debate between multilateralists and unilateralists (in other words, the debate between those who advocate the incorporation of multilateral organizations such as the UN and NATO and those who advocate US-led military operations).
b. Which course did the US choose? Why?

8. Define the basic tenets of the Defense Planning Guidance (DPG):

a. Pre-emptive war—

b. Nuclear superiority—

c. Unilateral action—

9. On what grounds (and by whom) was the DPG criticized when it was released in 1992?

10. Colin Powell engaged the above criticisms. He argues that it is “just fine” that the United States reign as the world’s dominant military power. “I don’t think we should apologize for that,” he said. Despite bad reviews in the foreign press, Powell insisted that America’s European allies were “not afraid” of U.S. military might because it was “power that could be trusted” and “will not be misused.” Reflect on and respond to Powell’s argument. 
11. How did Bill Clinton’s plans reject the DPG goals?
12. What happened to the DPG when Bush II came to office? What was the justification for this?

13. Upon reflection, what is Armstrong’s thesis? Does he prove it? What does he conclude?

