Notes to interviewers:

· Read the document on “Conducting Oral History Interviews”. I promise that it is worth reading. 

· Examine the checklist for a successful interview

· Ensure that you have sufficient batteries (and spare batteries) and a functioning recorder

· Choose carefully from these questions. If you are doing the interview well, you will not have time to ask all of the questions. Ask follow up questions.

· Make sure to take a few pictures of the interviewee

· Get informed consent form signed

Divided Berlin

· Please take a few moments to introduce yourself. Start from where you were raised and briefly sketch your life to the present. 
· On what side of Berlin were you living on while the city was divided, and how did this affect you and your way of living? 
· Please recall your opinions (of the time) towards the division of Berlin. Did you support the division? Why or why not? In your opinion, was the division of Berlin reasonable? Why or why not?
· Please describe the conditions Berliners faced when traveling between the two sectors.  

· Did you have any family members or friends living on the other side? How did the division come between your friendships or your relations to family members?
· How were children affected by the partition of the city?
· What was your perception of life and politics on the other side?
· Can you provide examples of blatant censorship/propaganda on either side?
· If you had children at the time, how did you explain the partition of Germany?
· For West Berliners

· How, if at all, did you feel that West Berlin had a puppet-style government during the partition?

· How, if at all, did you resent the US military presence in Berlin?

· How did you feel that the West was helping West Berlin? How were they hurting?

· For East Berliners…

· [only for people living in East Berlin] Had you (or anyone you knew well) ever tried to go over the wall or escape to the other side of Berlin? What circumstances and consequences did you have to face? 

· Can you describe any experiences that you, or anyone that you knew well, had dealing with the Stasi?
· How did you know whom you could trust? Did you trust the media? Why or why not?
· Can you explain your opinion towards the governments control in you region. Was it a strong dictatorship? Was the Government disrespecting your rights and the communities expectations, and in which way?  

· Were you aware of the corrupt style with which the e Eastern government, ruled 
· Can you create a picture of the general attitude toward the Russian officers in Berlin?
· In ways did the Soviet-influenced the media influence your opinion? Can you provide examples of blatant censorship/propaganda?
· Did you or anyone you know attempt or help someone escape the GDR (German Democratic Republic)?
Dissent and Revolt

· How would you describe the protests of the 1980’s?

· Were you involved in any demonstrations? If yes, how? What motivated you to do so? If you did not engage in such movements, why not?
· Did you witness any outward aggression against the East German regime? If so, describe these and how they affected your opinions?
· Do you think that the protests of the 1980’s among East Berliners were more to bring down the wall or to get more justice WITHIN the divided state? Explain?

· Were you involved in the SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschland)? If yes, how? Did you undertake any actions that would have been against the policies of the SED (Demonstrations, liberal movements, underground organizations etc)? 
· When there were anti-Soviet protests, how did the government tend to respond?
· Did you hear Reagan’s speech? If you did, can you describe the initial reaction from the crowd when Reagan said, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.”?  

· Do you feel that the protests could have done more to reunite Germany earlier? Why or why not.

· At what point did you feel confident that the country was going to be reunited? What happened to make you confident that reunification was on its way?
9 November 1989

· That Day…

· How did you find out about the fall of the wall? Where were you on the night of Nov. 9. 1989? Who were you with? 

· Where you at the time the wall fell? Describe how you felt. Use three adjectives to describe how you felt at the time of the fall.
· What was your first emotion you felt when you found out that Germany had been reunited? 
· Describe the atmosphere when the wall came down?

· The day the wall fell, did you see anybody you knew on the other side? How did you feel as you saw that person?

· And Beyond…

· Were you scared of any prejudices the other side could have had? What did you feel when you first passed through the wall?

· How were the living conditions on the other side? Were you surprised by the conditions in any ways?
· What were the challenges that you personally faced after the wall fell?
· Did you worry about your future (or that of your family) as a result of the fall of the wall? If so, how? Did you have children at the time of the fall, and how were they affected? 

· After the wall fell, what part of Berlin did you want to live in and why?
· In Retrospect…

· What did it mean to you personally when the wall fall? Can you give a few examples of how your personal life changed? Did these changes make you nervous? Excited? Both? How did the fall of the wall effect your future plans?

· If you could’ve done something different on 9 November what would you change or would you change anything? Please give examples. 

· How did your perspective of the world change after the fall? 
· Did the wall fall at the right time? Did it happen the right way?

· What do you think the advantages and the disadvantages of the division of Germany were?

· Did you (or do you), in any ways, wish that the wall remained? Explain…
Challenges of Unification

· How did the fall of the wall affect you personally? How long it did take your life to feel “normal” after the fall of the wall?

· In 1989, did you feel that Germany immediately unified or could you tell that it would take some time for Germany to become one whole? 

· Explain how well the east and west integrated after the wall came down? Describe some of the successes and failures of integration. 

· What significant changes did you notice after the wall fell? How has the fall of the wall affected your daily life?

· Is the German government doing enough to ensure equal opportunities for ALL Berliners?

· Is the economic status of East and West equal? If not, what can or should be done about this?

· Are formerly east and west sectors equally represented in the political arena?

· To what extent to easterners and westerners feel united as ONE Germany?

· If you were a member of the German government from 1989-present, what would you have done differently to ease the transition to one Germany?

· Today
· 18 years later, what significant differences do you notice in Berlin since Germany has been reunited? In what ways is Berlin a better place? In what ways is it perhaps a less desirable city?
· Can you still see segregation between East and West today? Please give examples.

· Would you describe Germany as a “unified” city today? Why or why not?
· In what ways are East and West Germany still different in 2007?
· What are the primary challenges facing Berlin today? How much are these challenges a result of the partition?

· What is the primary challenge that needs to be met in order to unite Germany today?

· In conclusion, what should young people today, who were not alive at the time of partition, know about the fall and its fall? What messages are most important for them to understand?

