A symphony of civilizations

1. What are the two facts that we ought to recognize in analyzing the relationship between Europe and Asia?

2. Why does Gosset bring up Augustine’s maxim, Intellige ut credas? 

3. Summarize Gosset’s argument that Sino-European relations might help to tame America’s aggressive policies.

4. The world used to be bipolar (with the US and the USSR as the two poles). Since the collapse of the USSR in 1991, the world has been unipolar (with the US as the only genuine superpower). China’s rise suggests a new bipolarity (Sino-US). Gosset calls for multipolarity. What is multipolarity? Why does he advocate this? Do you agree with him concerning the need for multipolarity (why/why not)?

5. Napoleon allegedly stated that, "When China awakes the world will tremble." In contrast, Gosset asks, “Why should the world necessarily dread China's awakening?” and goes on to offer evidence demanding that we not dread the rise of China. But with the largest army in the world, nuclear weapons, a docile and hungry population, control of the media, innumerable human rights violations, domination of the world’s manufacturing and an economy that has grown at 10-12% per year for 20 years, many disagree with Gosset. What do you think—should we in the West fear the rise of China?
6. What evidence does Gosset cite to suggest that Europe and China demonstrate common characteristics and have common goals? Do you tend to agree that Europe and China have so much in common? Explain…
7. What mistake do many of us tend to make when trying to describe Chinese mega-society? How does Gosset defy this myth?
8. How do you respond this idea that Europe has a responsibility to integrate China into the global order?
9. In sum, what is Gosset’s thesis and in what ways to you agree and/or disagree with him? What criticisms do you have of his essay?

