A & P Chapter Five Questions

1. Define interest aggregation

2. How is interest aggregation accomplished in an authoritarian and a democratic society? Compare and contrast.

3. What are the functions of a political party?

4. Where did the “patron-client relationship” originate? Examine the functions and dysfunctions of this system.

5. What is an associational group? Provide a few examples.
6. What is an institutional group? Provide a few examples.

7. What is the difference between a competitive party system and an authoritarian party system? Which is preferable?

8. Compare and contrast a single member district plurality system (first past the post) and a proportional representation system.

a. If one gains a plurality, what has one accomplished in a “first past the post” system?
b. How is a plurality different from proportional representation?
c. Why is a plurality system so difficult for minority parties?

9. Examine the benefits and drawbacks of pre-election coalitions and post-election coalitions.

10. Compare and contrast the three competitive party systems posed in A & P (majoritarian two party, majority coalition and multiparty)

11. What are conflictual, accommodative and consensual systems? Provide examples of each.

a. How do consociational/accomodative parties mend their fences?

12. Respond: although the number of parties affects the degree of political stability, the degree  of antagonism among parties is more important.” (92)

13. What is the difference between exclusive and inclusive authoritarian party systems?

a. How does an exclusive governing party machine deal with special interest groups?

b. Who is known as the most well-known inclusive party?

14. Why do militaries possess great potential power? When, if at all, is military government rule sometimes a necessary evil?
a. Why can’t militaries generate great internal support?

15. Why are competitive party systems becoming more dominant?
· Discuss this paradox: political parties both reflect and contribute to a nation’s political culture.

· Which is more important in democratic societies, political parties or interest groups? And why?

· Competitive party systems of the majority two party system variety is the desire structure for ALL countries that can unite under such a model.

· Discuss the advantages and drawbacks of political party centrism 
