
IDEAS PRESENTS 
Ten Resources for 

Understanding Racial 
Injustice in America 

1. Killer Mike of Run the Jewels drops wisdom.“I'm mad as hell. I woke 

up wanting to see the world burn down yesterday because I'm tired of 

seeing Black men die. He casually put his knee on a human being's neck 

for nine minutes as he died like a Zebra in the clutch of a Lion's jaw, and 

we watch like murder porn over and over again. So that's why children 

are burning it to the ground: they don't know what else to do. And it is 

the responsibility of us to make this better. Right now.” 

2. The eloquence and frustration of James Baldwin speak splendidly to our 

times. This 2016 Netflix documentary produced by Humboldt 

University alum Raoul Peck highlights, perhaps celebrates, his analyses 

of race in America. 

3. How to Educate Yourself About Racism and White Privilege: this link 

gives insight on how to educate oneself on what is happening in 

America, racism, and white privilege. It goes on further to give three 

books that dive into these topics and a few podcasts as well. 

4. This article from Atlantic Monthly is about how blacks were prohibited 

from entering the middle class because they were never able to achieve 

that final badge of entry: a house of their own. It dives into the economic 

violence committed against blacks, the unscrupulous lending practices 

designed to hold them back, and ultimately raises the question of 

reparations owed to African Americans for the generations of violence 

and trauma they’ve suffered.

5. Racism is prevalent among all ethnicities — especially Latinx 

communities. Understanding multidimensional race within minority 

groups can clarify the effects that colorism has on latino communities, as 

colorism contributes to “anti-blackness”. The background of anti-

blackness within Latinx communities and the effects are covered within 

this article.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vy9io6VEt58
https://www.netflix.com/title/80144402
https://enfntsterribles.com/how-to-educate-yourself-about-racism-and-white-privilege/
http://www.daniellazar.com/wp-content/uploads/Case-for-Reparations-Coates.pdf
https://www.ayanatherapy.com/post/antiblackness-within-the-latinx-community


6. The Bluest Eye is a 1970 novel written by author Toni Morrison wherein 

she addresses the effects of racism and the “white gaze”. To understand 

race and racism in America, you have to read Toni Morrision’s works — 

both for her complicated and moving portrayals of African American life 

and struggles and for the cultural impact of this Nobel Prize winner. 

Already read The Bluest Eye? Try Beloved or Sula. Read the full novel 

here. 

7. Watch President Obama and a panel of experts discuss the current 

horrors, the history of police brutality in America, and reforms and 

measures to combat systemic racism and rethink the implementation of  

law enforcement.  

8. This article in the New Yorker published the year of the 50th anniversary 

of the Kent State shooting explores Backderf’s novel “Kent State: 4 Dead 

in Ohio.” It further details the college shootings ofJackson State in 1970 

and addresses violent protesting and policing during riots mirroring that 

of today. 

9. A list of petitions to sign demanding justice for the countless Black lives 

lost.  

10. Lawyer Eve Cornwall discusses and explains the immense difficulty 

of prosecute law enforcement officers in the USA through an entertaining 

analysis of American law. 

 

Houston 
Berlin 
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New Orleans 

Police 
Brutality 
protests 
erupt 
worldwide 
in the 
wake of 
the 
murder of 
George 
Floyd 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bGl2ZXJwb29sLmsxMi5ueS51c3xyZWFkbGluZ2VuZ2xpc2h8Z3g6YmE4MDgwMThkM2QzNDc5
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bGl2ZXJwb29sLmsxMi5ueS51c3xyZWFkbGluZ2VuZ2xpc2h8Z3g6YmE4MDgwMThkM2QzNDc5
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=q_qB6SsErpA&fbclid=IwAR0wwmhJGPULo4BbzX0jIr0SBijHqTGMwiN1awWidVIr_58W7X_RHZsz1Sg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/04/kent-state-and-the-war-that-never-ended/amp
https://blacklivesmatters.carrd.co/#petitions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ykz06qH6kU
https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/george-floyd-houstons-protests-and-the-privilege-of-the-benefit-of-the-doubt
https://www.newsweek.com/thousands-germany-protest-support-black-lives-matter-call-us-end-human-rights-violations-1508147
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/30/21275600/george-floyd-protest-photos-minneapolis-atlanta-new-york
https://www.woodtv.com/news/national/protests-turn-subdued-after-new-charges-in-floyd-case/

