	
	Country: Britain

	Executive
	Structure
-Prime minister: head of the majority party in the House of Commons

-Cabinet: MPs chosen by the Prime minister

-Shadow cabinet: MPs from minority party, rally behind opposition leader

	Functions
- PM is head of government

- Represent UK

- Cabinet members head government ministries 

- Shadow cabinet monitor + criticize majority party

- Spread party platform + maintain support (avoid vote of no confidence)


	Legislative
	Structure

- House of Commons = lower house, comprised of MPs, contains PM and cabinet
-Party whip: MPs are expected to vote on party lines, not based on their own views

- House of Lords = upper house, comprised of distinguished experts in various fields, 

- Appointed for life (still some hereditary peers left…)

	Functions
- HoC Initiate, debate, and vote on legislation

- HoL serves as advisory board; initiates and can delay legislation (except regarding financial issues-never about the money)
-HoL uses lifetime membership and lack of strong party affiliation to openly discuss issues too controversial for HoC

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-Near fusion between the two powers
-PM is the head of the executive and legislative branches
-A vote of no confidence in Parliament requires the cabinet to resign and new elections for all MPs to be held ASAP
- PM can call for elections at any time, elections must be held at least every 5 years
- Most discussion happens within cabinet before legislation is voted upon, majority MPs are expected to vote with party: majority party is almost guaranteed to have legislation passed



	Judicial
	-No written constitution or Bill of Rights, common law legal system
-Precedents set by tradition, not written law

-Parliamentary sovereignty: Parliament’s decisions are final, no judicial review

-Reputed as independent and impartial; judges are not active in party politics, few have been MPs, 

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales have been granted increasing powers due to devolution

-Devolution shifts some powers to regional assemblies, but ultimate power still lies with Parliament

	Local

-Britain is UNITARY; local powers are subordinate to central government
-Local governments responsible for executing​ policy in education, healthcare, sanitation, crime, housing, etc.
-No local income tax, centralized control over local finances

-Local assembly elections held every 4 years, very low turnout, not considered important

	Impact of Party on Structures
	-First past the post system gives majority party disproportionate representation in Parliament

-Head of majority party is automatically PM, eliminates need for legislative compromise

-Party in power determines which ministries (cabinet positions) are most important

-MPs are voted by district, but don’t necessarily represent them (party line is most important)


	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Ultimate authority lies with central government

-Some powers devolved to NI, Scotland, Wales, but not major important powers



	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-Vote of Confidence against PM
-Party whip: requires MPs to vote on party lines, not contradict PM (party leader)
-Questions time for PM from opposition parties
-No judicial review, courts have no check on executive/legislative

-HoL can only delay legislation for up to a year, no veto power


	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-Devolution to NI, Scotland, Wales
-EU membership, extent of involvement (EU Bill of Rights, adoption of the Euro, etc.)

-“Special relationship” with the US

-Power sharing between national, state, local governments

-Privatization (quangos)

-Appointment vs. direct election of HoL


	
	Country: China

	Executive
	Structure
-State Council: composed of Premier, vice-premiers, ministers, auditor general, and secretary general
-Premier: head of government, appointed by president, head of bureaucracy

-President: head of state, responsible for foreign affairs
	Functions

-Direct government ministries

-Premier organizes civil bureaucracy

-Implement government policy across all levels (national, state, local)



	Legislative
	Structure

-National People’s Congress: 3,000 members, doesn’t meet often
-Standing Committee: 150 selected from the NPC, makes most of the decisions

-Theoretically the government’s highest body


	Functions

-Amend constitution, amend and pass legislation
-Produce economic plans

-Exists at all levels

-Chooses president and vice-president

-In reality, often a rubber stamp for the CCP

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-Overlapping: NPC-elected president chooses the Premier, but in reality both are chosen by the CCP
-Real power lies in the party, both branches often exist as rubber stamps


	Judicial
	-Supreme People’s Court: doesn’t have the power of judicial review
-Supreme People’s Procuratorate: supervises criminal investigations, prosecute cases, investigate corruption

-Local courts below the higher courts



	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Special Economic Zones and Special Autonomous Regions created to boost economic growth
-Hong Kong: one China, two systems; under Chinese rule, but maintains extensive autonomy
	Local

-Grassroots elections at the village and township levels; first direct elections of representatives in China
-Every village, province, township, etc. has its own National People’s Congress

	Impact of Party on Structures
	-Nomenklatura system: high level executives are chosen through the hierarchical nature of the CCP
-Parallel structures: each People’s Congress has a corresponding Party Congress to oversee

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Very little: all real power lies with the Party and the Politburo (standing committee)
-Premier, president are chosen by the Party executives and rubber-stamped by the NPC


	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-As the “highest body of government,” the National People’s Congress is technically a check over constitution and legislation, but unofficial power lies with the party

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	Internet censorship, human rights, democracy and capitalism…

Politburo standing committee, Hanification of minority areas + Tibet, economic growth…

	
	Country: Iran

	Executive
	Structure

-Supreme Leader: ultimate authority, high-ranking cleric who is the authority on Islamic principles for the state
-President: directly elected, serves for max. 2 4-yr terms

-Guardian Council: 12 male clerics appointed by the Supreme leader and the chief judge (6 each)

-Assembly of Experts: directly elected body of religious experts


	Functions

-Ensures the values of Islam are upheld, appoints half the Guardian Council, commands the armed forces, power to approve or remove high government officials
-Supervises economic matters, propose legislation, sign treaties, execute policies

-Represents theocratic principles, screen presidential /Majles candidates, exercise “jurist’s guardianship”- ensure democratic bodies adhere to Islam

-Oversees the Supreme leader, appoints and may remove him if need be


	Legislative
	Structure

-Majles: parliament, directly elected every 4 years, no PM

	Functions

-Introduce or change legislation, approve budget or international treaties, appoint 6 Guardian Council members, remove cabinet ministers

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-Expediency Council: body appointed by the Supreme leader to referee disputes between the Guardian Council and the Majles

	Judicial
	-Two types of law: Sharia, Islamic law; and Qanun, law enacted by the Majles
-Chief justice is appointed by the Supreme Leader

-Per jurist’s guardianship, the Guardian Council, supreme leader, and Assembly of Religious Experts have final say on any interpretation of law

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Unitary state, power lies at the center

	Local

-Subordinate to the top, local leaders must be approved by the Guardian Council

	Impact of Islam on Structures
	-Religious institutions hold the most authority in government, mostly ruled by conservative clerics; somewhat negates the democratic bodies of government

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Theoretically power is shared between Islamic and democratic institutions; in reality, the Supreme leader and the Guardian Council have the power to veto all democratic candidates, and have final say on almost everything

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-Assembly of Experts theoretically is a check on the authority of the Supreme leader, but in reality does not exercise this power 
-Expediency Council exists as a check on the Guardian Council’s power to override the Majles, but is also not used often

-In reality, the Supreme leader and the Guardian Council have the final authority

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-Are Islam and democracy incompatible?
-blocked candidacy of reformist candidates
-power sharing between Supreme Leader and President
-USA-Iran relations (Nuclear weapons)
-Israel
-Government media censorship


	
	Country: Mexico

	Executive
	Structure

-President: directly elected, serves one 6-year term (sexenio)
	Functions

- Represent the people, appoints cabinet members, initiates legislation, historically seen as all-powerful

	Legislative
	Structure

-Bicameral legislature: 
-Chamber of Deputies = lower house, 3 year terms, half single member district reps, half proportional reps.  

-Senate = upper house, 6 year terms, 3 senators from each state, rest from proportional rep.
	Functions

-CoD specializes in fiscal legislation (revenue bills and budget)

-CoD approves executive’s legislation and passes it to Senate.
-Senate monitors foreign affairs (approves president’s treaties)

-Senate can remove state governors and depose state legislatures

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	- President must cooperate with legislative branch in order to get legislation approved.
-Historically, president has been very powerful, and congress has been a rubber stamp. No longer true?

-Senate has power over state governors.

	Judicial
	-Supreme Court at national level-> 11 members, 15- year terms, nominated by President and approved by Senate. 
-SC has judicial review but never uses it.

-Circuit and District Courts -> local level courts

-Federal Electoral Tribunal (7 members 4-year terms)-> reduce corruption between SC and local level courts

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Federal system: 31 states + Federal District

-Each layer of gov. weaker, less autonomous and more impoverished

-State gov’s retain control over resources
	Local

-States divided into municipios -> officials elected every 3 years

-Local sovereignty is defended by local powers

	Impact of Party on Structures
	-Party discipline: 1. Reelections prohibited 2. Nomination procedures of parties were closed

-Corporatism includes interest/labor groups in government but limits civil society

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Decision making was highly centralized-> PRI-presidents operated with few restraints and dominated legislative and judicial branches

-Legislative power is spread between executive and legislative branches

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-No presidential reelections

-Senate majority can prevent president from vetoing bills

-Judiciary is an arbiter between executive and legislative

-Federal Electoral Institute (autonomous agency) which oversees elections to limit corruption

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-corporatist system – effect on civil society?

-Corruption and patron-client networks
-Government control over media

-Government reactions to growing protest movemnets (Soyo 132)


	
	Country: Russia

	Executive
	Structure:

-Head of state is the President, who is popularly elected in a two round election for a 4 year term (2 terms possible)

-Head of Government is the PM. Government includes ministers, deputy PM, heads of state committees
	Functions

- The President names the PM (with Duma approval), can issue presidential decrees, and dissolve the parliament. Is also in charge of a large presidential administration
-The government implements economic and social policy, usually follows president’s line closely. Also distributes duties across members of government

	Legislative
	Structure

-Bicameral Legislature:

-Lower house is the State Duma with 450 proportional rep seats
-Upper house is the Federation Council. 178 seats, 2 from each 89 regions, 1 appointed by governor of each region, another by regional legislature.
	Functions

-Duma passes bills, approves the budget, and confirms president’s appointments
-Federation Council represents regions. Can delay legislation or reject legislation, but can be overruled by Duma majority. Approves Presidential appointment of Judges

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-United Russia party makes the Duma a presidential rubber-stamp; power lies with the president, who can at any time dissolve the entire parliament + PM. 

	Judicial
	- The 19-member constitutional court was created to be independent of the executive branch, although the president appoints the judges.
The Constitutional Court has the power of judicial review.

-The supreme court serves as a final civil or criminal court. 

-Judiciary has some policymaking power

-Most prosecutors and attorneys were trained under the soviet system.

-Corruption often prevents true rule of law

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Russia is a highly centralized Federal system

- The president appoints governors of each state, as well as the 7 super-district governors.
-Courts and Legislative assemblies exist in each state
	Local

-Russia has over 12,000 local municipal governments, has to be a federal state…

	Impact of Party on Structures
	-United Russia is a party of power; has allowed the president to centralize government control.

-Minority parties are “fluid;” form and dissolve quickly
-Parties need 7% of the vote for a Duma seat, and nation-wide vote undermines regionally popular candidates

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Putin has altered the constitution many times to centralize power under the executive

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	- Constitutional has power to resist president but have never done so.

- All members of judiciary are appointed…
· PM and gov responds to pres not parliament

· President can issue any decree, dismiss any governor, dissolve any parliament…

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	· Under Putin – major centralization

· Oligarchs created by “shock therapy” privatization
· Russians are subject (lack of trust in gov b/c of corruption… and predictable outcome)

· Private ownership of media outlets.

· Putin’s neverending presidency….

· Government repression of civil society and strong reaction to protests…


	
	Country: Nigeria

	Executive
	Structure

-President is directly elected for a maximum of 2x 4 year terms
-Must receive at least 25% of vote in 2/3 of the states (avoid purely regional candidate)


	Functions

Can sign bills or refer them back to congress, no official veto. Commander in chief, makes cabinary/diplomatic appointments, runs the bureaucracy. 

	Legislative
	Structure

-Bicameral National Assembly

-Senate:  Upper House. 109 Seats, (3 per state + 1 for Abuja)
-House of Representatives: Lower House
360 seats directly elected from proportional representation.
	Functions

-House: Initiate, discuss, and pass legislation. Also approves Budget
-Senate: Impeach judges, approves presidential appointments 

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	Constitution clearly defines separation between two powers, yet the President is the dominant force. The legislature is a weak (but getting stronger), not functioning check on Presidential power.  Opposition parties often do not cooperate well with Executive.


	Judicial
	-Supreme Court = highest court of Nigeria, has judicial review.
-Appeals courts and regional/local courts below the SC, but lack training and clout.
-Many northern states have adopted Sharia law

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional
-36 Regional governments with executive, legislative and judicial branches
-The central government determines each state’s budget. (Controversy!)

-Powerful regional governors often consider regional interests over national interests
-Corruption major problem within states
	Local
774 local governments

Dominated by patron-client networks and rampant corruption

	Impact of Party on Structures
	-Parties built on ethnic and/or religious bases, strengthens regionalism
-All parties lack real platforms, all “stand for freedom, democracy, anti-corruption, blablabla…”
-Little coalition building between parties occurs

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Constitutionally, balance between leg, exec, jud. 
-Judicial needs to become stronger to end corruption so other two branches can function better

-President is the dominant force



	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-Military is a viable political force

-Federal system is not a functional check

-Lack of stability and continuity in government has led to great corruption

-Legislative not a functioning check against the President


	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	Corruption, trend of discontent with democracy, election fraud, oil: curse or blessing?, ethnicity, Sharia law, regionalism, the national question



