Rousseau: The Social Contract
1. As stated in the introductory paragraph, what is the question that Rousseau is attempting to answer in this essay?

2. What is the “fundamental problem” as stated in the third paragraph?

3. Interpret: “Once this multitude is united this way into a body, an offense against one of its members is an offense against the body politic.”

4. a. What is individual will?

b. What is the general will?


c. How is the will of the individual related to the will of the general public?

5. a. What benefits are there to entering into this social contract?

b. What drawbacks are there to entering onto this social contract?

6. Interpret, “It follows from the above that the general will is always in the right and inclines toward the public good, but it does not follow that the deliberations of the people always have the same rectitude. People always desire what is good, but they do not always see what is good”.
7. Simply put, what is the role of government according to Rousseau?

8. a. What should be the role of government as it pertains to religion?

b. How is this a radical departure from your studies of Western history thus far?

