Documents Concerning Political Parties
Arthur Schlesinger Jr.: The Short Happy Life of Political Parties
1. a. Describe Jefferson’s perspective on political parties.

b. How might this be deemed ironic?

2. A function is a purpose. According to my count. Schlesinger briefly examines twenty-three functions of political parties. Do your best to list 15 of them
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3. Pick the 3 above that you deem most important and, in one sentence, explain why that party function is vital. 
Hofstadter: Opposition to the Idea of Party 
4. Swift declared that “party is the madness of the many for the gain of the few”. What did he likely mean by this?
5. Define the concept of “legitimate opposition” in your own words.
6. America’s first political parties did not intend to perpetually alternate power as today’s Republicans and Democrats do. What, rather, did they expect?

7. Hofstadter examines three basic dysfunctions of political parties. List and briefly explain them.
--

--

--

8. Describe Adams’ perspective on political parties. How is this ironic?
George Washington: A Warning against “Party Spirit”

9. I have counted eight dysfunctions of political parties listed by Washington in his Farewell Address. List six of them.
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10. Washington warns us that political parties can lie to people on a grand scale without being held accountable as other branches of government are. Assess the validity of this concern.
11. Final Analysis: Do you support political parties or would Americans be better of without them? Explain…

