Time to Wake Up: The Economist Survey of Mexico

Introduction
1. Use evidence to describe the shortcomings of Fox’s economic policies.

2. How and why are Mexico’s politics becoming more complex and challenging?

3. What is Obrador’s background? What happened to him in the election of 2006 and how did he react?

4. What are Calderon’s top three priorities?

5. What are the two key questions that Calderon must face?

6. What is the thesis of this survey?

Pregnant pause?

7. Use evidence to describe Mexico’s evolution towards democracy. In the process, explain why Mexico suffers from political paralysis.

8. Summarize The Economists’ criticisms of the Fox administration.
9. What advantages does Caldron have over Fox?

10. What specific structural reforms will need to take place in order for Calderon to succeed?

11. The Economist argues that the Presidency is losing power. Where is this power increasingly being vested?

Mexico’s Mezzogiorno [term used to describe the less prosperous southern regions of Italy]

12. What challenges is Santiago Tlazoyalptec facing? Why?

13. Describe the Oportunidades program. To what extent has it been effective?

14. How and why are Mexico’s southern regions behind? What can be done?

15. Describe the state of Mexican education, particularly in the South. What three factors work against quality education in Southern regions? How might the Mexican government begin to solve the problem in Mexican education?

Spider in the Web

16. What is the spider? What is the web? What is the issue here? What are possible solutions?

Plodding On

17. What two economic factors hit Fox almost immediately upon his ascension to the Presidency?
18. Though interesting, you need not delve too deeply into Mexican economics per the parameters of this course. However, please use evidence to list and briefly explain five of the economic challenges that Mexico faces.

Monopoly Money

19. Who is Carlos Slim and what does he own?

20. Describe the controversy surrounding Pemex.

21. How does this relate to the power of the judiciary and the rule of law?

The Joy of Informality

22. What is the informal economy and why does it thrive in Mexico?

23. What are the economic implications of the pervasiveness of the informal economy?

24. How does the informal economy negatively affect Mexico’s social safety net? What can be done to help solve this problem?

Policing the Police

25. Use evidence to carefully describe the failures of law enforcement in Mexico. 
26. How might these failures impact the economy and politics?

27. What can be done?

So Close [to the US] and Yet So Far [from God]

28. Describe the tenuous yet strong relationship between the US and Mexico.

29. How has NAFTA affected the lives of Mexicans?

