The Politics of the Gilded Age
After the calamity of the Civil War, the United States was a nation in transition– from a rural to an urban society, from the fourth among the industrial nations of the world to the first. While many Americans welcomed the changes as progress to a new era, others worked twelve hours a day, seven days a week to earn a salary that was insufficient to feed, clothe, and house their families.  The term "The Gilded Age" comes from a novel of the same name published in 1873 by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner, which, though fictional, is a critical examination of politics and corruption in the United States during the nineteenth century.

I. Hayes Administration (19th President, 1876-80, R)
A. Election of 1876, Compromise of 1877 & End of Reconstruction (see other lecture)

B. Other Domestic Issues Under Hayes 
i. Bland-Allison Act Feb 1878

1. Inflation-minded agrarian and labor groups desired more money in circulation in order to raise farm prices and industrial wages

2. Silver demonetization had occurred in 1873, but the discovery of new silver deposits in Utah, Nevada and Colorado forced bullion prices down, and led to a call by Western silver interests for a return to bi-metallism, allied with the farmer and labor interests.

3. A measure finally passed both houses of Congress, over Hayes' veto, which called for the coinage of silver at a ratio of 16 to 1, less than the free and unlimited coinage desired by inflationists.

a. The measure required the US government to purchase not less than $2 million and not more than $4 million worth of silver at the market price.

b. The purchases were to be converted into standard dollars.

i. But the Secretary of the Treasury had discretionary powers, and used them conservatively, which lessened the inflationary effects of this act

ii. An international monetary conference achieved no conclusive results. 

ii. Resumption of Specie Payments

1. An act in 1875 authorized the resumption of specie payments, but no attempt was made to reclaim the outstanding greenbacks in circulation

2. Congress in 1878 decided to allow the $346,681,000 in greenbacks to remain a permanent part of the currency.

3. A treasury surplus of $200 million in gold caused greenbacks to reach face value in gold by December 1878. 
iii. Greenback Labor Movement
a. The labor unrest of 1877 created labor support for a new political movement which organized at a convention in Toledo, Ohio

1. 800 delegates from 28 states attended

2. A platform was written which reflected inflationary and labor views.

3. The party denounced the resumption of specie payments and called for

a. free coinage of silver on par with gold

b. the suppression of national bank notes

c. restrictions on the hours of industrial labor  
d. limitations on Chinese immigration. 

iv. Hayes and the Spoilsmen
a. Hayes attempted to break the domination of civil service by Radical Republicans, especially over the New York Customs house, controlled by the Stalwart faction, led by Roscoe Conkling
b. Tenure of Office Act kept Hayes from removing customs collectors.
c. Only by aligning with Democrats did Hayes secure the appointment of others to those positions, which left the Republicans badly split 
v. Bi-Elections of 1878

1. Greenback Labor Party peaked with a strength of over 1 million votes.

a. Fourteen congressional seats were captured by greenbackers.
b. James B. Weaver (IO) emerged as their leader in Congress.

2. Democrats gained control of both houses of Congress.

a. Attempts to attach a rider to nullify the Force Acts of 1865 and 1874 were vetoed by Hayes.

b. Four additional attempts by Democrats to void these acts were vetoed by Hayes. 
II. Presidential Election of 1880 
A. Candidates
i. Republicans in Chicago

1. Hayes' promise not to seek a 2nd term threw the field wide open

2.  Two factions vied for the nomination: Stalwarts , led by Roscoe Conkling who nominated US Grant and the Halfbreeds , led by James G. Blaine

3. On the 36th ballot, James A. Garfield (OH) emerged as the "darkhorse" but the Stalwarts were appeased by the addition of Chester A. Arthur (NY), former customs official at New York harbor, for VP
ii. Democrats in Cincinnati
1. Ex-Civil War General Winfield S. Hancock (PA), wounded at Gettysburg, nominated for president.
2. William H. English (IN) was nominated for vice-president
iii. Greenback Labor Party nominated James Weaver (IO) for president and B.J. Chambers vice-president. 
B. Issues

i. Republicans advocated mild civil service reform, a protective tariff, veterans' legislation and restrictions of Chinese immigration.

ii. Democrats mirrored the Republican platform, except for a call for a tariff for revenue purposes only.

iii. Greenbacks, though still focused on monetary policy, expanded their program by endorsing women's suffrage, Federal regulation of interstate commerce, and a graduated income tax. 
C. Campaign

i. Republican "bloody shirt" tactic was not as effective.

ii. The revival of economic prosperity aided the Republicans.

iii. First black presiding officer of a national convention (Republican) Blanche K Bruce
D. Results

i. Garfield won 4,453,295 (215 electoral votes) to Hancock's 4,414,082 (155 electoral votes) to Weaver's 308,578.

ii. The close vote in NY and IN made this an extremely close election

iii. Republicans regained control of the House of Representatives 
III. Administrations of Garfield (20th, 1881, R) and Arthur (21st, 1881-85, R) 
A. Struggle over the Spoils of Office
i. James G. Blaine's appointment as Secretary of State was a victory for the Half-Breed Republican faction.
ii. The struggle over control of the customs collectors' job at the port of NY was won when Garfield nominated a Conkling opponent, William H. Robertson, who was eventually affirmed

1. Conkling retired from politics and the Stalwart faction declined.

2. This was as much a victory for Presidential power as it was for "Half-Breeds." 
B. Garfield the Man

i. The son of Ohio homesteaders and last of the log cabin presidents 

ii. One-time president of Hiram College & could write Latin with one hand and Greek 

iii. He was a Major General in Civil War who resigned in 1863 to become a Republican congressman for 17 years until his election to the presidency in 1880

C. Assassination of Garfield 
i. Office seekers flooded the White House, where Garfield found it hard to say no
ii. At a train station in Washington DC, en route to Williams College in Massachusetts on 2 July 1881, Garfield was shot by a mentally unstable, disappointed office seeker, Charles J. Guiteau, stating as he shot him: "I am a stalwart and Arthur will be president."
iii. Garfield lingered in agony for eighty days with a 44 caliber bullet in his back before dying. 
iv. Guiteau was tried, convicted and executed (30 June 1882). 
D. Arthur's Presidency
i. Although second in command to the stalwart Roscoe Conklin who expected him to appoint numerous Conklinites to political offices, Arthur stated: "Conklin made me vice-president but God made me President" and appointed equal numbers from among supporters of Blaine and Conklin.

ii. A 9-man Tariff Commission recommended substantial tariff reductions, but a Republican-dominated Congress did not act on this recommendation.
iii. Pendleton Act 1883 - Public reaction to Garfield's assassination + Democratic victories in the Bi-Elections of 1882 forced a Republican congress into civil service reform.

1. A Civil Service Commission was created to administer examinations to determine a merit basis for appointees to Federal offices.

2. It forbade the levying of political campaign assessments on Federal office holders

3. It called for apportioning appointments among the states according to population

4. It established a limited civil service list that the President expanded as he desired

iv. Other actions under President Arthur
(1) Corrupt Republicans were prosecuted.
(2) Pork barrel legislation was vetoed
(3) Secretary of the Navy Whitney built a steel Navy
(4) Commodore Stephen Bleecker opened the US Naval War College in 1884 in Newport RI 
(5) Chinese Exclusion Act 1882
(6) Bureau of Labor est.

IV. Election of 1884 

A. Arthur, who angered too many Republicans particularly from his own faction, was not nominated for President (died in 1886 of Bright's Disease, a liver ailment.) 
B. Candidates

i. Republicans in Chicago

1. On the fourth ballot, James Gillespie Blaine (ME), Garfield's Secretary of State, who served in both House and Senate, was nominated

2. Gen. John A. Logon (IL) was nominated as Vice-President

3. Republicans were badly split over the issue of civil service reform.
a. Stalwarts or Conklingites staunchly supported the party.
b. Half-breeds , led by Blaine, strongly supported civil service reform, but remained supporters of the Republican party.
c. "Mugwumps " (Algonquin for "Big Chief"), led by George William Curtis and Sen. Carl Schurz (MO), bolted the party and as Liberal Republicans, agreed to support the Democrat, if sufficiently liberal.

ii.  Democrats in Chicago nominated the 47-year-old reform-minded, bachelor Governor Stephen Grover Cleveland (NY) for President and Thomas A. Hendricks (IL) for VP
iii. Greenback Labor Party endorsed Butler for president. 
C. Campaign -- the dirtiest in US politics.

i. Blaine in the published Mulligan letters was linked to the Credit Mobilier scandal

1. He was investigated by the House of Representatives in 1876 and charged with illegally using his influence.

2. In one letter, Blaine requested from a friend, a reply which disavowed that he had any part in the railroad scandal.

3. The missive ended with "Burn this letter!" but the letter survived.
(4) Democrats shouted the slogan “Burn Burn Burn this letter!” 

ii. Cleveland, while mayor of Buffalo NY, was linked to the illegitimate son of a widow.

1. Cleveland did not deny his relationship with the woman.

2. Several men had known her company but Cleveland, the only bachelor, provided child support.

3. Republicans countered with the slogan “Ma Ma Where's My Pa?”
iii.  Because neither Cleveland nor Blaine served in the Civil War, the "Bloody Shirt" issue was dead, but the campaign focused on a choice between immorality (Ma! Ma! Where's My Pa?) versus dishonesty (Burn Burn Burn this letter!).
iv. A blunder by a Blaine supporter in NY, the Rev. Samuel D. Burchard , angered Irish Catholics and cost Blaine NY's electoral votes and therefore the election.

1. Burchard referred to Democrats as the party of Rum, Romanism and Rebellion, a slap against Irish immigrants who voted Democrat.

2. The Irish, many angry, turned out in greater numbers than they probably would have and gave Cleveland a 1,149 vote margin in NY of 1,125,000 votes cast. 

D. Results:

i. Cleveland 4,911,017 - 219 electoral votes to Blaine 4,848,334 - 182 electoral votes

ii. Butler 175,370

V.  Cleveland Administration (22nd President, 1886-90, 1894-98) 
A. Supported the principle of laissez 
B. Presidential Succession Act was passed in 1886 which provided for succession to proceed through the Cabinet in the order of creation of those offices
C. Hatch Act funded agricultural experimental stations to be located in most states to study farming techniques, crop diseases, crop uses and abuses in order to reverse the trend of top-soil erosion, the result of poor land management and crude farming methods 
D. Interstate Commerce Act (seen later) 
E. Reducing the tariff 
F. Department of Agriculture was elevated to a Cabinet level position as farming became big business. 
G. Vice-president Hendricks died on November 1885 and was not replaced 
VI. Election of 1887
a. Background

i. Cleveland had angered several important groups of voters during his first term, including Texas farmers, by vetoing a bill to provide seeds for drought stricken areas

ii. He furthered angered cattle ranchers by nullifying their illegal leases of Indian grasslands 
b. Cleveland resented the press' interest into his private life especially after he married 23-year-old Francis Folsom, the youngest first lady ever.

c. Cleveland tried to stop the free coinage of silver under the Bland Allison Act by calling for a reduction of the tariff to reduce the treasury surplus.
d. Most importantly, Cleveland angered the powerful Union veterans' lobby-- Grand Army of the Republic (GAR).

i. He appointed two Cabinet positions to former confederates, and suggested that captured Confederate battle flags be returned to their respective states.
ii. Arrears Pension Act 1879 allowed more veterans to have pensions

1. He investigated each individual claim, vetoing any appearance of fraud.

2. Pensions rose from $56 million in 1885 to $80 million by 1888.

3. Although vetoing more bills than any previous president, 413 (2/3) bills, earning him the wrath of the GAR, he also signed more than any president
iii. Dependent Pension Bill introduced by Sen Henry W. Blair (NH) allowed all honorably discharged veterans with at least 90-days service, who were not able to earn their support or who were dependent on manual labor, to receive a pension.
1. Congress passed it in Jan 1887.

2. 11 February - Cleveland vetoed it, claiming that it would make the pension list a refuge for fraud, rather than an "honor roll " 
e.  Major Candidates

i. Democrats in renominated Cleveland for a second term, although less enthusiastically and Allen G. Thurmond for vice-President.

ii. Republicans in Chicago

1. Senator Benjamin Harrison (1833-1901) (IN), grandson of ninth President, William Henry Harrison
2. Levi P. Morton (NY) was nominated as VP
f. Campaign

i. The major issue was the tariff.
ii. Cleveland's affair in Buffalo resurfaced and the press also was interested in his marriage to Francis Folsom, but the campaign was not nearly as dirty as in 1884. 
iii. Murchison Letter, supposedly written by British-born Charles Murchison to Sir Lionel Sackville-West, British ambassador to the US, was printed in Republican papers

1. The letter asked who he should vote for in the interests of Great Britain

2. Publication of the letter's response, which indicated a vote for Cleveland was best for Britain, angered Irish voters, giving NY to Harrison by 14,000 votes.

3. The letter was actually written by George Osgood, California Republican.

4. Results

a. GAR support for Harrison plus the outcome in NY gave Harrison 233 electoral votes to 168 for Cleveland, although Cleveland had a plurality of 100,000 popular votes (5,540,050 to 5,444,337).

b. Republicans gained control of both Houses of Congress (strengthened in the Senate by the addition of six states, all voting Republican)

VII. Harrison's Administration (23rd President, 1888-92, R)
a. Harrison the man

i. His great-grandfather signed the Declaration of Independence, his grandfather was President and his father was an Indiana Congressman.

ii. An Indiana Senator and a Civil War General, he had aided Garfield's campaign.

iii. His wife Carrie oversaw a major renovation of the White House, installing the first electric lights 
b. Domestic Issues
i. 51st Congress -- "billion dollar Congress " -- first congress to spend a billion dollars annually in peacetime.
ii.  Sherman Anti-Trust Act 1890 - 2 July
1. Following the lead of KS and other states, Congress passed a law aimed at monopolistic trusts by declaring illegal trusts as in restraint of trade or commerce
2. It was greatly weakened by ambiguous language applied to unions.
3. NJ permitted holding companies to be legally chartered in the state, which allowed trusts to circumvent this anti-trust legislation.
iii. Sherman Silver Purchase Act 1890 - 14 July
1. Western interests in Congress, in return for support for the McKinley tariff, secured Northeastern support for this bill
2. It promoted the free coinage of silver by requiring the government to purchase 4.5 million ounces of silver per month at current market prices and to mint coins 
iv. McKinley Tariff 1890
1. The highest peacetime tariff with an average of 48.4%
2. Its author, Rep. William McKinley of Ohio, was defeated for reelection.
3. In response, the bi-elections of 1890 returned the House to the Democrats.
v. Redistribution of Indian lands
a. April 1889 - Two million acres in Oklahoma was opened to white settlers
b. 1890- 11 million acres in SD was opened to non-Indian settlement. 
VIII. Election of 1891 
a. Candidates
i. Republicans in MN re-nominated Harrison (Pres) &  Whitelaw Reid for VP
ii. Democrats in Chicago on the first ballot nominated Grover Cleveland for President for a third time and added Adlai E. Stevenson (IL) for Vice-President
iii. Populists in Omaha nominated James B. Weaver and James G. Field (VA) 
b. Campaign

i. Although Populists were active in the Midwest, the campaign was relatively quiet, clean

ii. Harrison's pro-tariff stance hurt his image in the light of the Homestead strike of 1892. 

c. Results

i. Cleveland - 5,554,414 (277 electoral) votes; Harrison - 5,190,801 (145 electoral) votes.

ii. Populists carried 6 western, Midwestern states 1,027,329 popular (22 electoral) votes 
IX. Cleveland's Second Administration (24th president, 1892-96, D) 
a. Panic of 1893 continuously plagued his second administration.

i. In a special session of Congress, Cleveland pushed to repeal the Sherman Silver Purchase Act, an issue that badly split the Democratic Party

ii. Congress met from 7 August until 30 Oct debating its repeal before finally repealing it 239-108 on 28 August and the Senate repealing it on 30 October by 48-37. 
b. To stop the flow of gold out of the US treasury, Cleveland arranged a $65 million loan from Wall Street financier J.P. Morgan to be made in gold in l895. 

c. Cleveland's use of federal troops ended the Pullman strike 1894, which damaged his image 

d. April 1894 - Ohio businessman Jacob S. Coxey led a march, known as Coxey's Army, on Washington of about 500 unemployed workers who demanded relief, wanting a federal works program, the move ended with the arrest of the leaders. 

e. Wilson-Gorman Tariff (1894) only slightly reduced it from an average of 48.4% to 41.3%

i. It replaced any lost revenue with a 2% tax on incomes over $4000

ii. The tax was declared unconstitutional in Pollock vs Farmer's Loan and Trust 1895 

f. Cleveland withdrew a Treaty of Annexation between the US and Hawaii

i. U.S. Commissioner, J.H. Blount  discovered the unorthodox events which led to the treaty and suggested that because native Hawaiians did not support annexation, it should not occur, and Cleveland agreed 
X. Election of 1895 
a.  Bi-Elections of 1894 - Because the Panic of 1893 had made Cleveland very unpopular, the Republicans again controlled the House, although Populists enjoyed a 42% increase in votes. 
b. Candidates

i. Republicans in St Louis

1. Gov William McKinley (OH) was nominated for President, although many regarded him as a puppet of business kingpin Marcus Hanna, his campaign manager. Garret A. Hobart (NJ) for VP
2. Republicans endorsed the gold standard, although promising to work for the silver standard internationally, supported a protective tariff and favored annexing the Hawaiian Islands

ii. Democrats in Chicago

1. Although Cleveland offered himself for a third term, he was bypassed in favor of 36-year-old William Jennings Bryan, who electrified the convention with his Cross of Gold speech, blasting the gold standard in favor of unlimited coinage of silver, Arthur Sewall (ME) for VP

2. Some Republicans, led by Henry M. Teller, met as the National Silver Republicans and endorsed the Democratic candidates
3. Some Democrats, under the banner of National Democrats, favored the gold standard and nominated 79-year-old John M. Palmer (IL) and Simon B. Buckner (KY)
4. Because the Populists had their chief issue, the free coinage of silver, stolen by Bryan and the Democrats, they endorsed Bryan for President to unite the anti-McKinley vote, but tried to maintain a separate identity by nominating Tom Watson (GA) for Vice-President, a move that killed the Populist Party as a viable third party effort 

c. Campaign

i. Bryan campaigned vigorously -- 14 weeks, 29 states, 13,000 miles and 600 speeches.

ii. McKinley never left his front-porch at home in Canton, Ohio.

iii. Republicans, with a war chest of $16 million to the Democrats $1 million, successfully painted Bryan as an anarchist and dangerous revolutionary

iv. This election pitted debtor against creditor, West and South against the East, silver backers against gold backers and farmers against industrialists. 

d. Results

i. Republicans kept control of both Houses of Congress

ii. McKinley received 271 electoral (7,104,799 popular) votes to Bryan's 176 electoral (6,502,925 popular) votes. 
XI. McKinley's Administration (25th President, 1896-1900, R) 
a. Spanish-American War (See other lecture) 
b. McKinley the man

i. A major in the Civil War

ii. As Governor of OH, he won the support of labor by advocating arbitration in labor disputes and fines for employers who would not let workers join a union.

iii. He served12 years in the House and was Gov of OH when nominated for President. 

c. Vice-President Hobart died on 21 November 1899. 
XII. Election of 1900 
a. Candidates

i. Republicans in Philadelphia re-nominated McKinley for Pres and, at the urging of NY political bosses added for VP their reform-minded Governor, Theodore Roosevelt
ii. Democrats in Kansas City re-nominated William Jennings Bryan for President and added Adlai Stevenson (IL) for VP
iii. Social Democrat Party nominated Eugene Debs (IN) and Job Harrison (CA) 

b. Campaign

i. Americans, and McKinley's foreign policy, following the speedy victory over Spain
ii. Democrats denounced the Gold Standard Act 1900 and condemned the rise of American imperialism under McKinley. 

c. Results

i. McKinley won 292 electoral (7,219,530 popular) votes to Bryan's 155 electoral (6,358,071 popular) votes

ii. Wooley received 208,914 votes, Debs 87,814 and Barker, 50,373.

iii. Republicans retained control of both Houses of Congress. 

d. McKinley's Assassination

i. 6 Sept 1901 - McKinley visited the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo NY.
ii. Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist, shot McKinley, who died on 14 September.

iii. Ironically, at the Pan American Exposition, a new medical invention was introduced which might have saved McKinley, if it had been used -- the X-ray machine. 

e. Theodore Roosevelt the man

i. The youngest President at age 43, he jogged daily around the Washington monument.

ii. The first President to ride in an automobile and in a submarine, to travel outside the US as President (to Panama) and to invite a Black man to the White House for dinner, Booker T. Washington 
XIII. Governmental Efforts to Reign in Corporate Capitalism in Gilded Age

a. Industrialization (See other Lecture)
b. Immigration & Urbanization (See other Lecture) 

c. Rise of Big Business (See other Lecture)
d. Role of Progressive Presidents in Reigning in CC (See other Lecture)

e. Early Attempts at Government Regulation
i. Social Darwinism 

1. As Darwin's theories of evolution permeated the fabric of American society, the concepts, when applied to the social order, were more accepted.

2. This allowed Big Business to prosper by creating trusts and monopolies through the destruction of competition in the marketplace.

3. Eventually, a public outcry against ruthless practices of Big Business led to attempts to control the monopolistic tendencies of American industry. 
ii. Regulation of the Railroads - Began with the state legislatures
1. Munn v. Ill. 1876 - a partial victory for Midwestern grangers.

a. Supreme Court 7 - 2 upheld a state's police power to regulate private business through legislation

b. It upheld Illinois laws that set the rates elevator operators could charge their grain-producing customers 

c. "When private property is affected with a public interest", it was not strictly private.
2. Wabash [St. Louis & Pacific Railway Co] vs Ill 1886
a. The Supreme Court 6 - 3 restricted the state's power to regulate interstate railroad rates.

b. Regulating interstate shipment rates was an exclusive federal power.

c. The decision created the demand for a modern independent regulatory agency
3. Interstate Commerce Act 1887

a. Outlawed unfair discrimination against shippers with the use of rebates, pools, drawbacks and long-short haul discrepancies

b. Declared that railroad rates must be reasonable and just and published and could not be changed without sufficient public notice.

c. It created the Interstate Commerce Commission 

i. First national regulatory commission was composed of five members.

ii. It could haul railroads to court if rates were deemed unfair.

iii. Although it had no real authority, ICC was an important precedent. 
4. Sherman Anti-Trust Act 1890 

a. It forbade business combinations which resulted in restraint of trade

b. It did not distinguish a good trust from a bad one.

c. Although weak against Big Business, it was used effectively during the Gilded Age against unions, whose strikes were interpreted by the courts as a labor combination which restrained trade. 

5. Supreme Court Limitations 

a. Application of the Anti-Trust law to union activities hindered the growth of unions and lessened their effectiveness as weapons against robber barons
b. US vs E.C. Knight Co January 1895
i. The Court 8 - 1 ruled that the American Sugar Refining Company 's acquisition of the stock of its leading competitors, allowing it to control almost all sugar refining in the US, was not in violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act

ii. Because the company operated totally in Hawaiian territory, it was outside ICC jurisdiction.

iii. The Court distinguished between manufacturing and commerce, allowing a company to sell its products in other states, but manufacture in another, and thus avoid federal regulations.

iv. This decision paved the way for the great mergers of the 1890s. 
XIV. Union Efforts to Reign in Corporate Capitalism in Gilded Age 
a. The labor shortage created by the Civil War increased the value of labor and enhanced the importance of unions, producing 32 national unions by 1872. 
b. Some Notable Unions of the Gilded Age
i. National Labor Union, 1866 - 1872

1. NLU combined skilled with unskilled + farmers (peak membership of 600,000)
2. Goals -- social reform - successful in getting an 8-hr day for federal employees. 

3. The 1870s depression+ a lack of a good central organization led to its demise.
ii. Knights of Labor 1869 

1. Originally a secret organization led by Uriah S. Stephens, Knights of Labor took up the torch when the NLU folded. 
a. It was all-inclusive except for liquor dealers, professional gamblers, lawyers, bankers and stockbrokers. 

b. Because of the panic of 1873, railroads announced wage cuts in 1877, citing the lingering effects of the depression.

c. Workers protested a 10% pay cut, demanding better working conditions.

d. This strike involved the largest number of workers in the 19th century, popularizing the idea of a national union. 

e. Knights of Labor's convention at Reading 1878 adopted an aggressive program

i. an eight-hour work day

ii. health and safety legislation

iii. equal pay for equal work (against sexism and racism)

iv. abolition of child labor

v. government ownership of telegraphs, telephones and railroads.

f. In 1878, Terence Powderly emerged as its Grand Master.

g. Union Successes

i. The creation of the Bureau of Labor Standards 

ii. Sufficient pressure on Congress for the Chinese Exclusion Act 

iii. In 1884, 9000 successfully struck Jay Gould's Missouri-Pacific Railroad

iv. 1 million members

h. By 1890, had dwindled to only 100,000 members. Why?

i. Internal divisions and debates over the future of the union led to increased competition among the leadership and less successful strikes. 
ii. Haymarket Square Riot in Chicago 1886

1. in support of the eight-hour day. (40,000 to 60,000 participated)

2. 6 strikers were killed at the McCormick Reaper Manufacturing Company, after police fired into the crowd who had attacked strikebreakers

3. 1400 participated in a meeting at Haymarket Square, called by anarchist August Spies
a. 180 police arrived to order the crowd out, a bomb thrown into their midst killed 7, and wounded at least 60. 

b. It was assumed that an anarchist threw the bomb and raids were conducted on all known radical groups, including trade union leaders.

c. Trial: 7 convictions, 4 death sentences
d. Result: anti-radical and anti-union feeling swept the American public mind.
iii. The American Federation of Labor
1. Samuel Gompers (1850-1924), Jewish cigar maker, conservative trade unionist, and Adolph Strasser , President of Cigar Makers International, desired an exclusive union of skilled workers rather than an all inclusive union.

2. 1886 - Gompers established an organization composed of small unions of skilled craftsmen, not individual workers as members

3. 1900 - 500,000 identified themselves as AF of L members. 
c. Notable Strikes of the Gilded Age
i. See Zinn, The Other Civil War
ii. Homestead Strike - July 1892

1. 5,000 steelworkers struck Andrew Carnegie's steel plant near Pittsburg PA.

2.  A pitched battle erupted between the strikers and 300 Pinkertons hired by plant manager Henry Clay Frick who had been hired to protect the strikebreakers.

3. Seven guards were killed.

4. 9 July - 7,000 state troopers were sent in by Governor Pattison

5. 15 July - the steel mill was reopened by strikebreakers.

6. By Nov 14, Frick had broken the 24,000-member Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers and the strike ended

iii.  Pullman Strike – 1894
1. George Pullman, Pullman Palace Car Co., had established a model town for his workers near Chicago which promoted a clean healthy atmosphere, giving Pullman a public image as a benevolent, paternalistic industrial captain.

2. The panic of 1893, worse in US history at that time, caused a wage cut by 1/3, but no lower rent on company housing nor price reduction at company stores.

3. When Pullman fired a suspected union organizer, a strike grew ugly by 1894.
4. Eugene Debs, leader of the American Railway Union, aided strikers by refusing to handle railroads using Pullman cars, encouraging other unions to join.

5. The strike was ended by a court injunction, based on the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, after which President Cleveland sent in 10,000 federal troops (because of "interference" with the US mail), who along with 2,000 state troops smashed the ARU.

6. Results 

a. The public viewed the workers as ungrateful.

b. Debs, partially embittered because of the AFL's refusal to support the Pullman strikers, became a leader of the American Socialist Party 

c. While in jail for refusing to end the strike after a court injunction, he was visited by leading socialists, and read their literature.

d. 1897 - he joined the Socialist movement, formed in 1901 and led until his death in 1926 the Socialist Party, and ran 5 times for president under its banner. 

