The Union Dissolves 
I. Last Attempts at Compromise

a. By the time Lincoln took office in March, 1861, 7 states had seceded

b. Crittenden Compromise (December 18, 1860)
i. Proposed 6 constitutional amendments and 4 Congressional resolutions

ii. Redraw old Missouri Compromise line west through the remaining territories. Guaranteed this line in perpetuity. Allowed slavery in W. territories. 

iii. Lincoln rejects plan—Republicans were united against the spread of slavery.

iv. Lincoln wanted to preserve the Union at all costs while Southerners were already excited to create a new nation

II. The Fall of Fort Sumter
a. Confederacy began to take over Union forts and arsenals in the South

b. Sumter was in an important port area in South Carolina.

c. The Union still controlled this fort and wanted to keep control

d. The fort, under the control of Major Robert Anderson, needed supplies. Lincoln sent supplies—he did not send reinforcement troops.

e. Confederate general Beauregard fired on Sumter on 4/12/61. 34 hour battle. The Union surrendered.

f. Lincoln calls for 75,000 troops for 90 day duty to end the rebellion

III. Choosing Sides

a. AR, NC, TN and VA seceded

b. The border states (DE, KY, MD and MO) remained slave states  in the Union

c. VA split into two states on account of the slave issue (1863)

d. Secession was divisive: families were torn over this (ex-Crittenden’s sons)

Tale of the Tape
I. Population in 1861
a. The North's 23 states (19 free/4 slave) had 22 million whites in the free states, augmented by a heavy influx of immigrants, 400,000 foreign-born of whom served in the Union army.
b. South's 11 states had 5.5 million white population and 3.5 million slaves.
c. 4 border states contributed an equal number of soldiers to both sides from their combined total population of 2.6 million.

II. Assets
a. The North's balanced economy (industrial development, prosperous agriculture, and strong banking institutions), railroad grid (binding the North to the Ohio and Mississippi valleys), merchant marine and naval supremacy gave them an edge
(1) North manufactured products worth 10x more than those in the South.
(2) Bank capital in the North was 4 to 1 over the South.
(3) 70% of the railroad mileage was in the North.
(4) Most shipping went from Northern ports.

b. South had an agricultural economy, stunted industrial growth, and poor RxR system 
(1) The South faced a critical need of money throughout the war.
(2) MS and TN Rivers and Great Valley of VA = excellent invasion routes for Union armies
(3) Its few good harbors could be easily blockaded.

III. Presidential Leadership
a. Abraham Lincoln
(1) Minor military experience (Black Hawk Wars) and had only served a single-term Congressman (1847-49)
(2) Sustained dignity and magnanimity throughout the war.
(3) Less cohesive cabinet than Davis. But Team of Rivals model worked for many reasons. 
(4) Fought to preserve the Union, using tact and delicacy to work with many less able generals than Davis had and with politicians who did not trust one another.

b. Jefferson Davis
(1) Military experience: more than Lincoln: Lieutenant in Mex-Am War, Congressman, Senator, Secretary of War.
(2) Tactfulness: courageous, sincere, patient and honest…
(3) But had a knack of infuriating those with whom he worked—he had 5 Secretaries of War in 4 years and 38 vetoes of his Congress (Lincoln had 3 vetoes)
(4) Attempted to direct military operations personally which broke his health, and made him increasingly bitter about the circumstances of war.
(5) Constantly harassed by localism, state governors more committed to their state than the confederacy as a whole (states' rights was supposedly the main reason that they seceded.)
IV. Military Advantages/Disadvantages
a. Northern
(1) Twice the size of army than South - 16,257 men and officers when the war started 
(2) Controlled Mississippi, b/c of naval supremacy + strong Unionist group in New Orleans
(3) Hesitancy over blockading the first seceding states, for fear of driving out other states, allowed the South to gain some valuable resources initially.

b. Southern
(1) Fighting on its own terrain, which rebel soldiers knew better than Union troops
(2) Superior military leaders--many West Point graduates w/ experience in the Mexican War
(3) The South's best defense at first was the North's hesitancy to fight
V. Initial Recruitment
a. Lincoln initially called for 75,000 volunteers for 90-day enlistments.
b. By July 1861, the South had raised an army of 60,000
c. 4 July 1861 Lincoln requested an additional 400,000 men for the war. Congress gave him 500,000. 
VI. Enlistments: 2,100,000 Union to 1,064,000 Confederate but because of the offensive nature, invasion and need for long lines of communications, the North's numerical strength was not the asset as the figures might suggest.

	
	Union
	Confederates

	Total Pop
	22,100,000 (71%)
	9,100,000 (29%)

	Free Pop
	21,700,000
	5,600,000

	Slave Pop, 1860
	400,000
	3,500,000

	Soldiers
	2,100,000 (67%)
	1,064,000 (33%)

	RxR Length
	21,788 miles (71%)
	8,838 miles (29%)

	Manufactured items
	90%
	10%

	Firearm production
	97%
	3%

	Pre-war U.S. exports
	30%
	70%

	
	
	

	
	Unfamiliar Territory
	Home Turf

	Mil. Leadership
	Weaker Military Leaders
	Superior Military Leaders

	Navy
	Stronger 
	Almost None

	Economy
	Diversified 
	King Cotton

	Cabinet
	Strong, United 
	Weak, Divided C

	Congressional Rels.
	Good 
	Stressed 

	Causus Belli
	Union→Freedom
	Liberty, Sovereignty, and “because ‘y’all down here”

	
	
	

	Casualty Stats
	140,414 KIA

275,200 wounded
~ 365,000 total dead
	72,524 KIA

137,000 wounded
~ 260,000 total dead



International Relations
· US diplomatic mission headed by Minister Charles Francis Adams was more successful than the Confederate missions, which were never officially recognized. Adams convinced British that the war was strictly an internal insurrection, affording the Confederacy no rights under international law.

· “Davis left foreign policy to others in government and, rather than developing an aggressive diplomatic effort, tended to expect events to accomplish diplomatic objectives. The new president was committed to the notion that cotton would secure recognition and legitimacy from the powers of Europe….[He believed] that cotton could accomplish the Confederate objectives with little help from Confederate diplomats.” (Charles Hubbard). 

· British foreign secretary Lord Russell and Napoleon III explored the +/- of recognizing the Confederacy. Recognition meant certain war with the US, loss of US grain, loss of exports to the US, loss of investments in US securities, potential loss of Canada and other North American colonies, higher taxes and a threat to the British merchant marine. What was the benefit? Not much.
· Luck: Britain had ample stores of cotton in 1861 and depended much more on grain from the U.S

· Cassius Clay, US Minister in Russia, stated, “I saw at a glance where the feeling of England was. They hoped for our ruin! They are jealous of our power. They care neither for the South nor the North. They hate both.”

· Upper class in Britain favored the Confederacy, angry at high Union tariffs, while the working class and most of the middle class favored the Union. Lincoln expressed solidarity with workers of Manchester (“I know and deeply deplore the sufferings which the working people of Manchester and in all Europe”). There is now a statue of Lincoln in Manchester, with an extract from his letter carved on the plinth.
· Between Battle of Antietam (9-17-62) and the Emancipation Proclamation (9-22-62 → 1-1-62), Britain definitively declared neutrality. 
 Early Northern Military Strategy–Anaconda Plan
· The highest ranking and best known officer remaining in the US military was Winfield Scott, in ill health, too old, and too fat to fight
· Seward suggested that the war would be over in 90 days
· Scott warned that it would take at least 300,000 men, one good general and up to 3 years to conquer the South.
· Scott’s 3-part plan of attack was designed to steadily squeeze the life out of the South
a. Blockade Southern ports along its 3,550 miles of coastline while organizing a Union invasion
b. Protect the US capital, Washington DC, while Union forces advanced on all fronts.
c. Slowly divide the South into parts, sending troops down the Mississippi to divide the Western confederacy from the rest.
· Lincoln's Contributions
a. Although limited in military experience, Lincoln was the best strategist in the North.
b. Lincoln's strength of character and superior mind kept the North interested in the war when it did not end quickly 
c. By combining the North's superior sea power with its edge in resources, Lincoln expected to slowly starve the South into surrender by tightening the squeeze.

Fighting Begins: The First Battle of Bull Run

· Manassas River (7/21/61)

· General McDowell (Union ) vs. General Johnston (Confederacy)

· Troops met at Manassas Junction outside of Washington 

· Casualties: Union 2896, CSA 1982

· Union troops retreat

· Significance 

· Became clear that the war was going to last longer than three months

· Largest and bloodiest battle in American history up to that point

· Shame and defeat shocked the North

