Three Levels of Political Culture

I. Political Culture

· Our attitudes and values affect how we act. Our attitudes and values also effect how our political system functions and how our political leaders act.

· The two way mirror

· A cyclical process

· Political systems are, to varying degrees, dependent on the political attitudes of their citizenry.

· Political culture - the attitudes and values of citizens towards politic

· a complex and dynamic phenomenon
· usually evolves slowly, but in constant motion

II. Three Levels of Political Culture
a. The System Level (attitudes towards the organization of the system)

i. National pride and patriotism tend to create a political culture that is conducive to legitimacy.
ii. All nations strive for political legitimacy. In other words, they desire their citizenry to believe that laws should be obeyed.

1. Legitimacy often based on tradition, ideology, divine right, majority rule
2. Legitimacy is the key to minimizing the threat of violent internal conflict.

3. Legitimacy can be undermined by

a. Boundary disputes (South Ossetia)

b. Dispute in leader recruitment (Calderon 2006-12)

c. Leaders defying proper procedure (Putin)

d. When the people’s needs/wants aren’t being met

4. There is a growing belief that democracy is the only legitimate form of governance
b. The Process Level –how citizens are part of the political process
i. Three patterns that describe citizens’ role in the political process
1. participants—informed citizens that make performance-based decisions

2. subjects—passive obedience
3. parochials—politically ignorant (illiterate, rural)
ii. In order for citizens to trust the political process they must first trust each other (cleavages can destroy political culture)
c. The Policy Level (attitudes and expectations towards policy and implementation)
i. A political culture thrives when a government can meet the policy expectations of its citizens.

ii. Big government vs. Small government? Hobbes vs. Locke
iii. Public support of government intervention tends to decrease as affluence increases.
III. Cultural Congruence

a. Political systems and political cultures are mutually reinforcing in stable systems.

b. A democratic political structure will not thrive in a culture that does not foster democratic responsibilities 

i. Eastern Europe, Brazil, China

ii. No democracy w/o democrats 

c. Chicken or egg?

IV. Consensual or Conflictual Political Cultures

a. Consensual political culture—citizens tend to agree on the appropriate means for making decisions and on how to solve problems.
b. Conflictual political culture—citizens are sharply divided on the regime and/or the solutions to major problems.

c. Political subcultures—often emerge when deeply divided political conflict persists over time.

i. these subcultures tend to belong to different political parties, support different interest groups, read different newspapers, etc.

ii. when these subcultures coincide with a national, ethnic, or religious identity violence has a tendency to emerge.
