Klausur Hints

The Structure of the Klausur
You must write one unified essay which addresses the following three parts: 

1. Define and Describe—you must demonstrate knowledge by identifying and describing something. This is always something that was covered in class. You need to demonstrate your knowledge of this, you do not need to analyze or evaluate per se. Usually you are advised to address question one in your first body paragraph then to build on question one in parts 2 and 3. 
2. Document Analysis—you must use a sufficient number of documents in a sophisticated/analytical way as a means to help you to prove your thesis and, thus, answer part three. 
3. Evaluation—you must thoroughly evaluate a question or a prompt. Your analysis must be thesis driven. 

A “1” essay will clearly demonstrate the connections between all 3 parts. First you must see the connections, then you must use appropriate transitions to illustrate the connections. 
The Process of Writing a Klausur

1. Begin by reading the questions only.  Make sure you understand exactly what is being asked of you as a writer.  
2. Brainstorm to create an outline.  Jot down all the names, events, acts, and writings that come to mind for the period covered in the essay.  Some of these terms will later be drawn upon as outside information in the essay.

3. Go to the documents—read and highlight.  You should also note next to each document any additional outside information triggered by the document.  
· You may quote the documents, but do so sparingly. Only use juicy quotes. Otherwise paraphrase. 
· Remember that you must always integrate useful and meaningful outside information into your essay.  Klausuren without a reasonable balance of documentary references and outside information will not be scored highly.

4. Write a thesis that is specific, refutable and complex. The thesis must be the final sentence (or two) in the introductory paragraph. Your thesis is the most important sentence in your essay. Take the time to write it well. Use the wording of the question to demonstrate that you are responding directly to it. 
· Specific—your thesis must be a clear and precise foreshadowing of your argument.
· Refutable—the reader must be able to disagree with your thesis. It must be debatable. If it is not debatable then you are not making an argument in your essay. 

· Complex—demonstrate your understanding of the complexity of the issue by writing a sophisticated thesis and then by examining contradictory evidence in the body of your essay.  
5. Write an introduction that sets the stage for your thesis by establishing time and place.
· Lead sentences are important as they are your first impression on the reader. 

· “Funnel” introductions are advisable for history essays. 

· Your introduction should not be more than 3-4 sentences + thesis. 

· Do NOT introduce evidence in your introduction. Evidence is used to prove your argument—save it for the body paragraphs. 

· Do not fear the functional introduction. There is a law of diminishing return on creativity. 

6. Cite your sources by using parenthetical citations after referring to a particular document (Document A) or by re-titling the document (Jefferson’s argument).

· Example 1: As evidenced by Republican President Thomas Jefferson’s argument in Document A, Line 4, “the independent farmer is the lifeblood of the Democratic Republic.”
· Example 2: “The independent farmer is the lifeblood of the Democratic Republic.” (Doc A, Ln 4)
· Documents do not speak! Thus to write, “Document A states that…” makes no sense.

7. Conclude: although the reader’s mind is likely made up by the time he/she reads your conclusion, it does leave a final impression.  
· Restate your thesis (just rephrase it). 

· Offer an insightful closing remark that does not stray from your thesis nor introduce new information.

8. Some Other Tips:

· It is not your objective to explain the documents but rather to use the key ideas/arguments from documents to prove your thesis.

· Avoid simply restating the question in the introduction.  
· No first person. 
· Make every attempt to demonstrate your awareness of change over time and that you are aware of cause and effect relationships.

· While there is no one correct answer, there is always a good one.
· Use transitions BETWEEN and WITHIN paragraphs to demonstrate the connections that you are making. You ABSOLUTELY MUST have an arsenal of transition words at your disposal. If you don’t just Google “transition words” and start memorizing. 
· Let the reader know that you are keenly aware of the controversial nature of the question.

· Relax and write with confidence once you have determined your thesis and your approach.

· As always, appreciate and enjoy a challenge.

A Sample Klausur

Theme:  The Duality of Castro’s Reign in Cuba 
Directions:  Write one unified essay, which evaluates Castro’s reign in Cuba. The documents provided must be integrated into the body of your essay. You may paraphrase or quote the documents, but in all cases you must cite the source. When analyzing the material, be sure to provide specific historical references—utilizing both the documents provided and previous historical knowledge—to support your thesis.

1. Identify and describe five objectives of the Castro Regime during the first five years of his reign. 
[note: this would be something that we covered in class]
2. Carefully analyze the documents which illustrate how Castro’s rule was both a blessing and a curse for the people of Cuba. 

[note: use these documents to assist you in part three]
3. Based upon your assessment of Fidel Castro’s rule in Cuba (1959-2008), develop a well-constructed analytical essay which utilizes specific evidence to evaluate the following statement:
“Castro, notwithstanding the brutality of his methods, saved Cuba from becoming an exploited American colony. In addition to securing Cuban autonomy, he drastically improved the Cuban quality of life. Thus, he is a revolutionary hero whose legacy should be celebrated.”
