How America Can Rise Again
1. Provide a couple of examples of when and how American politicians have spoken to the imminent decline of America. 

2. What is the Jeremiad phenomenon that is ingrained in American political culture? 

a. How was Carter’s speech symbolic of this phenomenon?

b. How is Obama a contributor to this phenomenon?

3. What are the responses of Kazin and Wills to the question, “Why has the United States been so resilient?”

a. Kazin—

b. Wills—

4. How has the jeremiad complex evolved since the fall of the USSR?

5. The question that matters is not whether America is “___________________” but instead something like John Winthrop’s original question of whether it is _______________________—or even falling apart.
6. A generation ago, the Chinese produced, on average, about _____ as much as Americans did; now they produce about _____. What is Fallows’ response to this?
7. What is Minxin Pei’s thesis regarding China?

8. What two pillars of American strength must America lean on?
9. According to Jiao Tong University, of the top 20 universities in the world, ____ are American, of the top 100 in the world, _____are Chinese. (FYI, the annual US News rankings report that the US has 12 of top 20. Depends on methodology and criteria).  
10. The four main concerns that prove threatening are: ________________________, ____________________, ________________________ and __________________. 
11. What are  the implications of Fallows’ assertion that, “a country’s job structure and income distribution are determined more by its own domestic policies—education, investment, taxes—plus shifts in technology than by anything its competitors do.” Is he correct?

12. What, according to Fallows is, “the American tragedy of the early 21st century?”
13. What is demosclerosis and how might it apply to the US? Is this an accurate portrayal of the American political system? Why or why not?
14. List what Fallows cites as problems in the Senate?
15. How exactly does Fallows define “hell” for America?
16. Give and example or tow of each of the following and describe how each might the following be the key to keep America safe from decline?

a. New Technologies—
b. Public investment—
c. Public Paralysis—

17. “I started out this process uncertain; I ended up convinced. America the society is in fine shape! America the ____________ most certainly is not. Do you tend to agree? Do the American people, in this case, get the government they deserve?
18. List the 7 options that Fallows suggests, starting with the most fanciful.
19. “Our only sane choice is to ________________________.” Elaborate.
