Assesing the United States Constitution

Mr. Daniel Lazar

Article I – The Legislative Branch
1.2 House of Representatives
1. A single term for a member of the House of Representatives is _____ years.
2. What qualifications must a person meet to be a Representative?

3.  The number of Representatives to which each state is entitled is based on the __________________ of that state. 
4.  What is the 3/5 Compromise per 1.2.3?

5. The ________________________ is the presiding officer of the House?

6. What is Impeachment and what is the role of the House of Representatives in this proceeding?

1.3 Senate

1.  A single term in the Senate is ______ years.
2.  What qualifications must a person meet to be a Senator?

3.  How are Senators chosen as of 1913 (see amendment XVII)?

4. Each state is entitled to _____ Senators, regardless of the population of the state.
5. The ________________________ is the presiding officer of the Senate.
6.  What role does the Senate play in the Impeachment process?
1.5 Rules of the Congress

1. Can Congressmen be kicked out of Congress? If so, how?

2. Some argue that Congress effectively acts in secret by making most decisions via “backroom deals”. What does 1.5.3 say about this?

1.7 Law Making 
1.  All revenue bills originate in the ___________________.

2. Summarize the process by which a bill becomes a law.
3.  What is a presidential veto and how is it overcome?

1.8 Powers of Congress
1. What power does Congress have to raise money?

2.  What does the Commerce Clause state?

3. As a means to promote art and science, Congress has the power to grant _______________ and ______________________.

4. What military powers does Congress have?

5.  What does “necessary and proper” mean in 1.8.8? Why might this be the most significant clause in the Constitution?
1.9 Powers Denied to Congress 
1.  What is “Habeas Corpus”?

2.  What is a Bill of Attainder?

3. What is an “Ex Post Facto” Law?

1.10 Powers Denied to the States 
1. Cite three economic measures denied to states.
2.  Cite three military / foreign policy measures denied to states.
Article II: The Executive Branch
2.1 Presidential Elections
1. A single Presidential term is ______ years.
→Per the 22nd Amendment, the President can serve _____ full terms. 
2.  Summarize the somewhat complicated manner of electing the President and Vice President as of 1804 (see Amendment 12 and attached Electoral College Map). 
3. What qualifications must be met to be a President?

4.  Trace Presidential succession through five steps. (in the chain of command, who comes next?) See Amendment 27 from 1967.
2.2 Executive Powers
1.  What military powers does the President have?

2.  Explain the idea that the President can grant “reprieves and pardons”. Why might he have such power?

3. What treaty powers does the President have? 
4. The President must earn the advice and the consent of the ________________ to secure a treaty or an appointment.
2.3 Ceremonial Powers

1. What is the purpose of the State of the Union Address?

2.4 Impeachment

1.  For what offenses may a President be impeached?

ARTICLE III: The Judicial Branch
3.1 Judicial Power Vested
1. What is the only court established under this article?

2. What is the term of office for Supreme Court justices?

3. No courts other than the Supreme Court are established in the Constitution. Who has the power to establish “inferior courts”? (see I.8.9)
3.2 Scope of Judicial Power
1. There are 7 types of cases that the Supreme Court can hear. List them in your own words.
3.3 Treason
1.  How is treason defined?  What is needed to convict someone of treason?

Article IV: Federal Relationships
4.1 Full Faith and Credit
4.2 Privileges and Immunities, Extradiction, Fugitive Slaves
1. What entitlement does the “Privileges and Immunities” clause provide?
2. If a criminal flees to another state, he must be “extradited” back to the state where he committed the crime. In this context, what is extradition?
3. Describe the assertion of Section 4.3.2 (to do so you must read between the lines to determine who the escapee is in this context).
4.3 Admission of States
1. ____________________________ ultimately has authority over U.S. territories and, as such, the admission of new states.
4.4 Guarantees to States
1. What guarantee does the Constitution make to the states?
Article V: The Amendment Process
1. What are the two methods for proposing an amendment to the US Constitution?
2. What are the two methods for ratifying a proposed amendment?
Article VI: Legal Status of the Constitution

1. The ____________________________ is the supreme law of the land.

2. What oath is required by 6.3.3?
3. What type of test for public office holders is prohibited by clause 6.3?  What is the reason for such a prohibition (see Amendment 1)? 
[Article VII: Ratification]
Amendments to the Constitution
→Amendments 1-10 are the Bill of Rights (adopted 1791)

1. What are the five civil liberties guaranteed in Amendment 1?
2. Explore the language of Amendment 2. How might this phrasing be interpretable? Is the right to bear arms absolute?
3. Why might this amendment prohibiting the “quartering” (housing) of troops be relevant in 1791?
4. What does the 4th amendment protect citizens against?
5. In the 5th amendment what is:
a. An indictment
b. Double jeopardy
c. Due process of law

6. What are the three important guarantees of the 6th amendment?
7. In a case involving more than $20, the 7th amendment guarantees a person a right to a ______________. 
8. What does the 8th Amendment protect against? How is the language of this particularly vague?
9. What does Amendment 9 state?
10. What is meant by “Reserved Powers” in the 10th amendment?
---end of the Bill of Rights----
Note: Amendments 13-15 are post-Civil War, Reconstruction Amendments

11. The 13th amendment was adopted in 18____ and prohibits ________________.
12. The 14th Amendment
a. 14.1 implicitly grants citizenship (and thus rights, privileges, and immunities) to _________________________.
b. Can a rebel state legally claim damages if the U.S. inflicted damage in said state to quell a rebellion in that state? Circle one: yes / no
c. Can former slave owners legally claim damage for having their slave property taken from them? Circle one: yes / no
13. What does the 15th Amendment guarantee and who will enforce this guarantee?
Note: Amendments 16-19 are Progressive Era Amendments
14. What power is given to Congress by the 16th amendment?  When was this adopted?
15. How are Senators elected per the 17th Amendment?
16. What does the 18th Amendment state?
17. ___________________ gained the right to vote per amendment 19 which was passed in 19____.
18. What does the 21st Amendment do?
19.  Amendment 22 makes what changes in the Presidential tenure?  When was this adopted and, given the date of its adoption, why do you think this was done?
20. The 23rd amendment finally made the presidential elections truly national by granting Electoral College votes to the citizens of ______________________. 
21. What does the 24th Amendment specifically outlaw?
22. What does the 25th amendment of 1967 describe? What event(s) probably inspired the passage of this amendment?
23.  How does the 26th Amendment of 1971 expand suffrage? What might the date of the adoption of this amendment suggest about the reason it was adopted?
24.  The 27th Amendment of 1992, prohibits what?
