	
	The United Kingdom

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	-Magna Carta, 1215: established parliamentary sovereignty instead of the monarch
-Gradualism: developed over centuries, prevented revolutions
-Only democracy to develop out of evolution, not revolution

	Sources of Legitimacy
	-Direct elections
-Strong political tradition and unwritten “constitution”

-Strong social services

-Established and well-respected judiciary (rule of law)

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	-Unitary: all roads lead to Westminster
-Devolution: should powers be devolved to NI, Scotland, Wales?

-Locales cannot tax + be fiscally independent, rely on Westminster grants and subsidies

-Territorial justice – citizens are all nationally represented, not locally
-Only 35% vote at local elections, reflects limited local authority

	Party Politics
	-3 parties: Lib Dems, Consv. and Labour— are close to center, limit ideology-driven platforms (catch-all?)
-In 2013, coalition needed for parliamentary majority

-Only 1/3 of population identify with a political party

-first-past-post (FPP) voting system causes over-representation of major parties

	Political Participation
	-Voter turnout typically above 60%

-Party identification often class-based
-Citizens are participants, not subjects

-Lively press and literate populations

	Interest Groups 

And

Methods of Interest Aggregation 
	-Trades Union Congress affiliates with Labour
-Confederation of British Industry affiliates with Conservatives
-Interest groups/NGOs/QUANGOs for every cause.
-Ministries

-Members of parliament

-Civil Service

	Agents of socialization
	-social class

-family

-education
-mass media (BBC)

	Political Cleavages
	-class
-religion

-ethnicity

	Health of Civil Society
	-VERY healthy

-Confederation of British Industries

-Trades Union Congress (TUC)

-Tripartite Relationship: Labor, Business and Government

-NGOs and QUANGOs

	Degree of Privatization

PPP

SOE
	-Blair’s Third Way created mix of nationalization and privatization
-National Health Service (NHS) government-controlled
-Public-Private Partnerships shared between government and private sector
-“Next steps initiative” privatizing some central gov. services (patents, auto licenses, etc.)

-Prisons being privatized to save money, problematic…
-Cameron’s “Big Society” devolves powers to NGOs

	Rule of Law
	-No Constitution

-Common Law. Based on tradition, customs, conventions and Acts of PMent
-No written Bill of Rights, but Euro Convention of Human Rights

-Judiciary has NO judicial review of Acts of PMent

	Recruitment
	-civil service source of potential politicians
-MPs form PM’s cabinet
-1/3 of MPs from Oxbridge
-civil Service recruitment exams

-Labour elects leaders by an electoral college

-Conservative leader “emerges”

-London overrepresented 

	Path Towards Democracy
	-Democracy reached through centuries of stable evolution
-Devolution referendum allows for increasing regional power

	Current Policy Challenges
	-Blair’s “Third Way” (economic centralism)

- “insularity”: est. relationships with EU, UN and NATO

-Evolution from manufacturing economy to service economy

-House of Lords reforms

-Civil Service Efficiency

-“Special Relationship” with the US

-Devolution and 2014 referendum 
-Northern Ireland & The IRA (1998 Good Friday Agreement)

-Decentralization

-Diversity: West Indies, Indians and Pakistanis (minorities at 8%)

-Immigration and asylum issues

-Privatization


	Russia

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	-Russian Revolution of 1917 overthrew long-time Tsars

-Lenin ( Stalin, communist government set up

-Stalin’s successors were reformers,

-Gorbachev initiated Glasnost, democratization, and perestroika but was too late to save USSR

-Drunken Yeltsin takes over new Russian Federation and writes the constitution of 1993 with three branch government. 

-Yeltsin uses shock therapy on the economy

-Putin wins presidency, stays in power and centralizes his power.

	Sources of Legitimacy
	-The Tsar as a historically glorious leader (at least he defeated napoleon…)

-The good ol’ Soviet times

-Marxism-Leninism (democratic centralism)

-Constitution of 1993, elections

-Rising standard of living

-Rule of Law

-Representative Government

-Promise of economic prosperity

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	-Russia too big to be unity, but Putin wants to retain power.
-Autonomous states want independence (ex. Chechnya)

-Asymmetric federalism- power is not devolved evenly across the country

-7 super districts and 89 regions all under Putin’s control.

	Party Politics
	-United Russia (pro-Putin) has control over the media, therefore most power

-The Communist Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF) is an important force in Russian politics and is the second strongest party

-Reformist Parties and Liberal Democratic Party fight uphill battle for Duma seats

	Political Participation
	-Varies by region, resources, opportunities, and characteristics

-High voter turnout, although not always

-Average Russian paying less and less attention to politics

-Willing to accept a one-party system due to absence of dominant ideology

-Other forms of political participation relatively low

-underdeveloped and repressed civil society, private organizations and associations

-Only approx. 1% belong to a political party

-Many people  regularly read the newspaper, watch news, and discuss politics

	Interest Groups 

And

Methods of Interest Aggregation 
	-Under Soviets and Putin, corporatism is dominant

-Oligarchs may be defined loosely as Interest Groups (have major influence on policy-making)

-Russian Mafia – control local businesses , natural resources, and banks

-Increasing number of strikes

-Interest groups are rather small

-Limited impact on economic policy making

-Patron-client relationships

	Agents of socialization
	-Education 

-Media promotes nationalism 

-Voting (skeptical but still participate)

-Mixed messages: Freedom, democracy, equality vs. order and stability

	Political Cleavages
	-Nationalities shape organization of Russia into regions. Some fight for independence. (Chechnya) 

-Religion; Russians traditionally orthodox. Many Muslims in Russia.

-Social class used to be split by party members/non-members, today there are oligarchs.

-Rural and urban gap is large.

	Health of Civil Society
	-Weak but developing

-apolitical, heavily dependent on Western assistance 

-State tries to deny legal status to as many as half of the existing environmental, religious, and regional institutions

	Degree of Privatization

PPP

SOE
	-Spontaneous privatization during glasnost years

-Shock Therapy created powerful Oligarchs who own major industries and media

-PPP projects currently being enacted (behind other countries)

	Rule of Law
	-separation of church and state

-Constitutional Court built to be independent of executive but stay out of Putin’s way

-Supreme Court is final criminal/civil appeals court

-no assumption of innocence

-widespread corruption, bribes needed to get stuff done


	Recruitment
	-Nomenklatura system during Soviet times

-After the USSR broke up: nomenklatura system crumbled, new agencies of recruitment (elections, business elite, regional leaders) formed

-FSB (former KGB)

-New business elite increasingly influential on the political elite

-Patron-client network

	Path Towards Democracy
	-Putin has centralized power and suppressed protest, free speech, NGOs

-Russians do not overwhelmingly protest, remain subjects

-Widespread demand needed to change system

	Current Policy Challenges
	-expanding NATO defense shield

-democratization

-economic stability

-corruption

-inflation

-transparency

-ethnic


	
	China

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	-Confucian roots of established hierarchy
-communist Revolution in 1949 centralizes supremacy of party
-nationalization of industry, collectivization of farms and “thought reform”

-5 year plans

-Mao’s Great Leap Forward

-Mao’s Cultural Revolution

-mass line-from the masses to the masses via party leadership
-guardianship: party represents the historical best interests of citizens

-democratic centralism: consult with the masses, but when decision is made > unified Party discipline                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

-Deng’s reforms created a more pragmatic and capitalist economy
-With increasing privatization, China has grown tremendously

	Sources of Legitimacy
	-GDP growth (10% annual for over a decade)

-ideology and party prowess
-authoritarianism (not totalitarian)

-nationalism and anti-colonialism
-history

-military and police

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	-Unitary government
-Village committees allowed to be autonomous  
-central policy must be carried out across many levels
-the complexity of lines (top-down) and pieces (across) lends room for local control

-monitoring problems lead to the adaptation of policies to local circumstances

-Hong Kong: one country two systems

-Tibetans subjects of greater China

Peaceful now.

	Party Politics
	-CCP hegemony

-pluralism rejected; all groups are government controlled
-CCP vets candidates for government positions
-8 satellite parties created by party; not real opposition

	Political Participation
	-people expected to vote for party, but not to discuss politics
-the wealthy, educated, and urbanites participate more
-CCP youth league is an example of encouraged pro-party participation

-Participation independent from party is discouraged 
-Tiananmen student protest ended in bloody put-down
-stopped Three Gorges Dam construction

-opinion polls are increasingly important

-internet a tool of free discussion


	Interest Groups 

And

Methods of Interest Aggregation
	-corporatism under an authoritarian framework

-All China Federation of Trade Unions

-Women’s Federation

-most are “transmission belts” for the party

-Self-Employed Laborers Association

-Private Enterprises Association

-Federation of Industry and Commerce

	Agents of socialization
	-party wants all citizens to absorb their ideology and prevent citizens from being independent minded

-family as basis

-media is controlled

	Political Cleavages
	-92% ethnic Han

-speak mandarin

-Tibet Issue (and Xinjiang)

-55 recognized minority nationalities

-business upper class much wealthier than lower class… and in a communist country

	Health of Civil Society
	-unhealthy, government suppressed non-party organizations
-new middle class is inspiring some NGO activism

-mostly corporatist arrangements b/c of “unacceptable participation” laws

	Degree of Privatization/
PPP/SOE
	-de-collectivization in 1980s

-1980’s, state industry produced 80% of goods, today, less than 25%

-19 Special Economic Zones (SEZ)

-relying on new banking sector to promote growth of pvt. Sector

-WTO membership

	Rule of Law
	-4 constitutions since 1949

-Corruption can undermine legitimacy (Discipline Inspection Committee to monitor)

-Procuratorates to prosecute criminal crimes of Party members

-Party elites not subject to rule of law

	Recruitment
	-CCP recruits far and wide 
-People’s Liberation Army (PLA)

-Guanxi is a system of elite recruitment within the massive party

-increasing reliance on specialized experts

	Path Towards Democracy
	-no history of democracy in China

-local elections happening, but only village level
-rise of middle class, may desire democracy once economic prosperity has been reached?
-Falun Gong repression

-perestroika w/o glasnost

	Current Policy Challenges
	-socialist market economy

-transparency, stability and responsiveness

-local governments and new fiscal federalism

-wealth distribution from noveau riche

-Hong Kong and Taiwan

-fostering and controlling nationalism

-define relationship w/ WTO

-corruption

-The Wild West

-population control

-globalization

-the 5th generation of leaders?


	
	Nigeria

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	-Long history of ethnic conflicts
-UK colonized Nigeria, established British-run system of government: 1884-1960

-Nigeria born in 1914, artificial borders grouped many ethnic groups together
-Constant military coups throughout first decades of Nigeria’s independence
-Biafran Civil War 1967-70 challenged Nigerian legitimacy

	Sources of Legitimacy
	-Military

-Agreeable Presidents
-Nigerian Pride

-Oil resources and money

-Direct Elections

-Good representation via federal system

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	-Unitary system not right for diverse Nigeria
-accommodative federalism

-36 states, 774 LGA

-derivation formula allocates funds across states
-State governors can’t be trusted to honestly use funds

-Risk of becoming confederal, Nigeria needs to remain one country

	Party Politics
	-no successful cross-ethnic parties

-lack of ideological platforms encourages people to vote based on region/religion
-PDP has succeeded, to some degree, in transcending religion as support base (Christian and Muslim)

	Political Participation
	-Falling voter turnouts.
-Ballet fraud historically a huge problem, improving with creation of FCC and INEC

-Protests common

	Interest Groups

and 

Methods of Interest Aggregation
	-Corporatist groups

-Ethnic, religious, and regional groups (ex-Igbo Federal Union)

-Clientelism
-Labor unions, student groups, populist groups

-Anti-oil groups often take action when government fails to do so

	Agents of socialization
	-family as basis

-Press

-religion. 80% belong to rel. org.
-local client networks

	Political Cleavages
	-40% Christian, 50% Muslim

-urban/rural

-Wealth comes from South, northerners want a share
-Education gap
-50 ethnoreligious conflicts since 1999

-“Zoning arrangement” to rotate leadership positions 

	Health of Civil Society
	-weak but emerging

-mostly ethnoreligiously oriented. Ex- Christian Assoc. of Nigeria and The Islamic League

-growing anti-corruption CS organizations (ex-Electoral Reform Network and Transition Monitoring Team)

-Nigerian Labor Congress (NLC)

-National Union of Journalists

-Niger Delta:  MOSOP & MEND

-protest groups appear and disappear

	Degree of Privatization/PPP/SOE
	-Avg. $260/year per capita

-subsistence vs. commercial farming

-gov. always short of “expected revenue”

-oil dependent…but oil is private and foreign-owned
-need to implement World Bank’s Structural Adjustment Program (SAP)

	Rule of Law
	-civil rule is new (mil. Rule ended in 1999)

-Sharia law, British Common law and customary law
-Sharia emerged as a protest to the ineffectiveness of  British common law

-Courts should be structurally sound (based on British), but were made powerless by previous military regimes
-Mass corruption

-Typical regime change was through military coups
-Electoral Fraud and Crimes Commission (EFCC)

-Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC)

-Human Rights Violation Commission (HRVIC)

-2002 Anticorruption Bill, 31 of 36 governors charged with corruption


	Recruitment
	-Military

-Academics (esp. those that studied in U.S.)
-Patron-client networks

	Path Towards Democracy
	-Decreasing voter turnout reflects increasing lack of faith in government (democracy?)
-Rampant corruption prevents lasting improvements to be made

-Elections are becoming less fraudulent (INEC)

-Parties are not ideologically based, all are catch-all parties (will have to change for long-term change)

-Regional/religious loyalties and conflicts trump a national identity


	Current Policy Challenges
	-Oil wealth distribution, foreign ownership
-Addressing government transparency and corruption
-Improving quality of life for the masses
-Diversifying the economy
-The practice of Sharia law on local levels (undermines national courts) 



	
	Mexico

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	-1810 = Independence from Spain
-1910 = social revolution (of the middle and upper classes…peasants soon followed)

-1917 Const: state control over resources, subordination of church to state, gov. right to redist. Land, laborers’ rights—mostly paper tiger but set an institutional base for change
-Lazaro Cardenas (34-40) the reformer. His power to the people programs are an aberration, not the norm…has retrogressed since b/c he did not create a civil society to carry out his vision.

-1940-80 = PRI most stable regime in Latin America

-Oil discovered in 1970’s = boom…bust when oil prices collapsed in 1982

-Salinas opened the economy in 1988
-2000, PRI hegemony is ended by PAN victory…PRI returns in 2012

	Sources of Legitimacy
	-Constitution of 1917
-Charismatic leaders
-Distribution of wealth since Cardenas era
-Direct, competitive elections
-Increasing checks and balances (legislative vs. executive)

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	-Technically a federal system, but central government, president, hold more disproportionate levels of power

Each state and municipio has a structure that largely mirrors the structure at the federal level

-In theory- municipio libre, in practice-political centralism

-Breakdown of federal, state, local wealth distribution is widely unbalanced
-Revenue sharing…the war against centralism

	Party Politics
	-PRI: mass based, inclusionary party. The perfect dictatorship is over. Rhetoric of “revolution” and nationalism. Left of center.
-PAN: pro-business, right-of-center
-PRD: southern states, far left; agrarian reform, SOE and consumption subsidies

-North = comp. b/w PRI and PAN

South = comp. b/w PRI and PRD

-Increasingly competitive and pluralistic
-PRI became ideologically divided, exacerbated by corruption, leading to a united PAN victory


	Political Participation
	-voting is obligatory by law
-Some people sell their votes

-78% turnout in 1994, 64% in 2000

-As long as the war on corruption continues, citizens will vote

-Written press is increasingly less free, but citizens are fairly active in expressing opinions

	Interest Groups 

And

Methods of Interest Aggregation 
	-Recovering from PRI state corporatism 
-Increasing numbers of NGOs, feminist organizations, student groups, etc.

-trade unions ex: Educational Workers’ Union

-Corporatism 



	Agents of socialization
	-Catholic Church
-Schools use government-approved texts

-Patron-client networks
-Media is openly critical of government, but increasingly less so in print form

	Political Cleavages
	-Mestizo vs. Amerindian
-Rural poverty in Southeast and Center

-Social class
-Rural vs. urban

-North vs. south

	Health of Civil Society
	-moderately healthy
-Church
-Labor associations

-The Civic Alliance (umbrella org. for CS)

-State corporatism has hindered  its growth

	Degree of Privatization

PPP

SOE
	-Recurring economic crises (76-77, 82-89, 94-96)
-PEMEX, oil company, parastatal
-Joined NAFTA in 1994, forced much privatization

-Increasing numbers of factories being built, foreign ownership and investment

-Mini Silicon valley being built, private


	Rule of Law
	-Separation of church and state
-First 29 articles of Constitution concern rights

-Limited judicial review

-6 circuit courts and 46 district courts

-Police are too weak to fight crime, drug problem, by themselves

	Recruitment
	-Patron-client network

-Educated elite (studied in the US)

-Mexico city is overrepresented
-Presidents historically recruited from the military

	Path Towards Democracy
	-People demand transparent democracy
-Mexicans support their institutions and the Constitution of 1917
-Mexicans are critical of government performance

-Corruption and election fraud still seriously undermine the development of democracy
-Mexicans tend to gauge democracy by economic freedom 
IFE - Federal Electoral Institute (minimize shady elections)

	Current Policy Challenges
	-Drug problem
-Corruption, patron-client system
-Environmental problems (esp. water)

-NAFTA 1994
-Aging population, social security program
-Election transparency
-“So far from God, so close to the US”
-Emigration to US 


	Iran

	History: Evolution & Revolution
	· Over 2,000 year old Persian history

· Iran was never colonized

· Early 1900s Constitutional Revolution – Shah creates Majlis parliament + constitution

· Mosaddeq kicks out Shah, transforms Iran into a nationalized rentier state

· US helps reinstate Shah 

· White Revolution redistributes land

· Ayatollah Khomeini leads 1979 Islamic Revolution 

· Cultural Revolution got rid of liberals and seculars

· Khamenei takes over

	Sources of Legitimacy
	· Iran-Iraq war

· Anti-West (USA) & Israel

· Anti-Shah, anti-elite

· Islamic principles, Shiism and the 12th Imam

· Velayat-e faqih: the people who are most fit to rule in accordance with divine law – the ulema (elite)

· Oil power

· Long Persian and colony-free history

· Nuclear power (?)

· ethnic nationalism

· Islamic Revolution of 1979 + constitution

	Challenges of Unity/Federal
	· Unitary

· Divided into provinces, districts, sub-districts, and local areas, each with elected councils

	Party Politics
	· Parties allowed under constitution, but gov only allowed them after 1997.

· Parties form around personalities, not issues.

· Parties not stable, change every election

· Parties either conservative or reformist. 

	Political Participation
	· Protests not uncommon.

· Much of population is young

· ~60% voter turnout

	Interest Groups 

And

Methods of Interest Aggregation 
	· Patron-client network (blood relationship)

· Elections

· Basij

· Protests

· Guardian Council shuts down many potential groups

	Agents of socialization
	· Education: Cultural Revolution

· Islamic Open University

· Patriarchal family structure (reinforces religion)

· TV and radio are state run

· Controlled press

	Political Cleavages
	-Sunni, Shiite and Kurds

-51% Persan, 24% Azeri, other ethnicities

-Upper classes are secularized and critical of clerics

-Reformers vs. Conservatives

	Health of Civil Society
	-The cultural revolution imposed Islamic state values on population

-Government still shuts down newspapers, books, websites, etc.

-Hope lies in hugely young population



	Degree of Privatization

PPP

SOE
	-Rentier oil state.

-Reformers try to allow privatization, gets shut out by Guardian Council and conservatives.

-Debate over whether secularists should be able to make policy.

	Rule of Law
	· shari’ia law is Islamic, divine law from God
· qanun law is law passed by Majlis, not divine, still needs to agree with sharia
· velayat-e faqih = jurists’ guardianship means that Guardian council, Assembly of Religious Experts, and Supreme Leader have final say.
· An appointed chief justice heads judiciary

· Supreme Court of high-ranking sharia clerics

	Recruitment
	· Under the Shah: only people that can show loyalty and don’t challenge his rule

· Early years of Islamic Republic: people who were active in the revolution (the young and middle class)

· The bureaucracy is dominated by clerics.

	Path Towards Democracy
	· Iran will not become more democratic until conservatives/clerics allow it.

· Young population may demand better democracy.

	Current Policy Challenges
	· Foreign policy: Middle East, Iraq

· Nuclear program and foreign pressures

· Corruption

· Job creation

· Tend to the young population (60% under 25)

· Stop the brain drain

· Women’s rights and education

· Roads and communications


