The 1930’s Extra Credit Options
1. Watch the movie The Grapes of Wrath. Type a 2 page essay which examines the statement that the filmmaker (or the author of the book, John Steinbeck) is trying to make.
2. Watch any Marx Brothers movie from the 1930’s, any Abbott and Costello movie from the 1940’s, and any Adam Sandler movie from the 1990’s. Type a two page paper comparing and contrasting humor from the earlier time periods with today’s. Refer to specific scenes from each movie to prove your points.
3. Eleanor Roosevelt and Hillary Rodham Clinton are two of the most active and controversial first ladies in our history. Make a Venn Diagram that compares and contrasts the two. You should have at least 10 individual differences for each, and 10 similarities. Accompany this with a one page paper on your conclusions about these ladies. 

4. Woody Guthrie “sang” the depression. He wrote and performed over a one hundred songs with the depression as their theme. Listen to a Depression Era Guthrie album and write a two-page essay that examines his perceptions of the Depression.
5. In 1935 Adolf Hitler banned jazz music in Germany. In 1937 Benny Goodman created the big band “swing” sound that was considered even more offensive. Listen to a Benny Goodman album, watch the movie Swing Kids, and type a two page paper that explains what Hitler found to be so dangerous about this music.
6. Research the Marion Anderson concert at the Lincoln Memorial. Type a two page paper on her struggle with racism, and what Eleanor Roosevelt did to help her.
7. Two photographers, Walker Evans with his pictures of the poverty stricken rural South and Dorothea Lange with her photos of the migrants (especially “Migrant Mother”) captured haunting images of the periods “forgotten people”. In 1995 Bruce Springsteen wrote and performed his song, The Ghost of Tom Joad, that said that we are still suffering from the same problems that existed in the 1930’s. After viewing the work of the two photographers and listening to the song, create a photo essay of your own that proves Springsteen’s point. 

8. Create a drawing or painting that recreates the pain and hopelessness of the unemployed and dispossessed during the Great Depression. This is a rather complicated art project. Choose to do it only if you feel you have the ability to do this, and have the resources to complete it.
(over)
9. America took tremendous pride in the victories of Jesse Owens, Mac Robinson, and other black athletes in the 1936 Berlin Olympics, and in Joe Louis’ victory over Max Schmeling in the heavyweight title fight of 1938. Each were seen as “political” victories over Adolf Hitler and his 3rd Reich. Yet African Americans were still second class citizens within this country. Type a two page a letter to President Roosevelt protesting this duality within our country. This may be done 
10. There were two disasters in 1937. One was the “Hindenburg” explosion at Lakehurst, New Jersey. The other was the explosion at Consolidated Public School, New London, Texas. Type a two page paper which summarizes both and explains why, in your opinion, we remember one and not the other. 
11. “More so than anything else, the United States determination to remain neutral during the 1930’s led directly to WWII.” Type a two page paper assessing the validity of this statement, using as criteria the Kellogg-Briand Pact, the Nye Committee report, U.S. reaction to the invasions of Manchuria and Ethiopia, advice of famous Americans such as Charles Lindbergh and Joseph Kennedy, and the passage of the Neutrality Acts of 1935, 1937, and 1939.
12. Historians consistently rank Franklin D. Roosevelt as the 2nd best President in US history. Write a five page paper assessing the validity of his ranking using leadership, accomplishments, crisis management, political skill, appointments, character, and integrity as the primary areas of criteria. You may draw direct comparisons to other Presidents to prove your points if you choose to. 
  

