Documents of the American Intervention Debate
Pro Intervention--The Bryce Report (1915)
1. Who was James Bryce and why did he write this document?

2. How does the Bryce Report characterize German society?

3. What does Bryce mean when he suggests that the German People were “hypnotized” by the spirit of war?
4. Describe the rules of warfare that Bryce accuses the Germans of violating.

Pro Intervention--Germany Must Not be Allowed to Win the War (1915)
5. Who is Robert Lansing?

6. Clarify how Lansing sees WWI as a war between good and evil.

7. a. How is Mexico violating America’s beloved Monroe Doctrine?

b. In your opinion, is this, on its own accord, a valid justification for entering into the war?
8. a. In a short phrase, summarize each of Lansing’s recommendations:

--

--

--

--

--

b. In your estimation, would adopting any of the points be violating the spirit of neutrality? If so, which ones and why? If not, why not?

9. Use an example to describe how Lansing attempts to elicit fear from the reader.

Pro Intervention--Lending the Allies Money (1915)

10. Describe the process by which the US will be economically wounded if she does not lend money to Europe.

11. Lansing suggests that America’s financial institutions “have the money and wish to [float loans to the Europeans]”. How is this a suspicious statement to Lazar the Eternal Cynic?
Anti-Intervention--The Socialists Protest the War (1917)
12. Interpret the following: modern wars “have always been made by the classes and fought by the masses”.
13. How do modern wars “obscure the struggles of the workers for life liberty and social justice”?

14. As opposed to nationalist fervor, socialists tend to support…

15. According to the socialist perspective, capitalism breeds imperialism…imperialism breeds militarism…militarism breeds nationalism…Explain this philosophy.

16. a. According to the socialists, what instigated America’s desire to engage in this war?

b. How might this be related to #11 above?

17. Agree or disagree: “militarism can never be abolished by militarism”. Justify your perspective.

Anti-Intervention--A Progressive Opposes the Declaration of War (1917)
18. La Follette suggests that the Congress, and thus the people, have misunderstood some of the “facts” of the situation—thus, their vision of the war is skewed towards intervention. What “facts” have been misapprehended?

19. What comparison does La Follette draw between President Wilson and Kaiser Wilhelm?
20. Use examples to explain why La Follette feels that the US should not enter into an alliance with England.

21. How might a US declaration of war crush the Progressivist spirit (and hence social and economic progress for the people in the US)?

You have heard both sides of the argument, now make a decision and justify it: should the US intervene in the war in Europe or should she adopt a policy of strict neutrality?

