To What Extent Was Slavery Oppressive?
Nehemiah Adams: Slavery is Not Oppressive (1854)

1. What were Adams’ first impressions of slave culture upon his arrival in the South?

2. According to Adams, what factors shape the Northerners’ view of slavery?

3. a. Why are the Southern streets often so quiet at night?

b. Why, according to Adams, is it justifiable to impinge on the liberty of slaves in this way?

4. How does Adams characterize the children of the slaves?

5. What types of investments do slaves endeavor in their spare time?

6. a. How and why does slavery prevent pauperism?

b. Why would a slave choose not to buy his/her freedom?

Peter Randolph: Slavery is Oppressive (1855)
7. Summarize Randolph’s background.
8. Compare and contrast the treatment of the house slaves and the field slaves. Why does this difference in treatment exist?

9. Cite two specific examples suggesting that Nehemiah Adams was misled concerning the treatment of slaves.

--

--

10. Compare and contrast the roles and treatments of southern city slaves and southern country slaves.

11. At the beginning of his essay Randolph “solemnly pledges himself to TRUTH”. Yet, it seems that Adams makes the same pledge. Thus, given the two documents who is telling the “TRUTH”? Explain you answer carefully.

12. Draw two significant conclusions about slave life and culture given the pie chart of the slave owning population in 1850.

--

--

13. Write a free response to “The Slave Auction” by Frances Ellen Watkins Harper. In the process be sure to examine the statement she is trying to make.
14. Write a free response to “On Liberty and Slavery” by Maya Angelou. In the process be sure to examine the statement she is trying to make.

