The Age of Reform: 1820-1860
Conservatism makes no poetry, breathes no prayer, has no invention; it is all memory. Reform has no gratitude, no prudence, no husbandry.

--Ralph Waldo Emerson

There are always two parties; the establishment and the movement.

--Ralph Waldo Emerson

The genius of the United States is not best or most in its executives or legislatures, nor in its ambassadors or authors or colleges, or churches, or parlors, nor even in its newspapers or inventors, but always most in the common people. 
--Walt Whitman
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The Second Great Awakening

“There is no country in the world where Christian religion retains a greater influence over the souls of men than in America.”

--Alexis de Tocqueville

I. The Religion of the Founding Fathers

A. Most of the founding fathers were devout Christians in the Puritan sense, but there were some notable exceptions…

A. According to Thomas Paine in The Age of Reason, churches were “set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and profit.”

B. Jefferson and Franklin were avowed Deists. The believed in reason and science over revelation and reason. They rejected the notion of original sin and denied Christ’s divinity. Yet they believed in a Supreme Being who created a knowable universe and endowed human beings with a capacity for moral behavior.
II. Deism inspired Unitarianism
A. Primarily a New England religious movement. Many of the newly urbanized migrants lost their connection to the Church.
B. Stressed goodness of human nature

C. Free will and salvation through good works

D. An intellectual, rational and optimistic movement
III. Reaction to Perceived Religious Liberalism

A.Southern and Frontier phenomenon that soon began to roll Northeast.

B.  “Camp meetings” where up to 25,000 starving souls would gather to drink the hellfire gospel as served up by an itinerant preachers/ “circuit riders”
C. The functions of the camp meetings

1. Rural outposts often did not establish churches

2. An emotional outlet for rural frontier people

3. Community and social discipline

4. Inspired social activism

D. Saving souls: frenzies of barking, jerking, kicking dancing, etc.

    The devil hates the Methodist


   Because they sing and shout the best

E. Proselytization: Natives, Immigrants and The Urban Poor
F. This effervescent evangelicalism bubbled up into various areas of American life—prison reform, temperance, the women’s’ movement and abolitionism

G. The paradox: united and solidified the Christian state, divided sects. United Christians, in part, against the new Catholic immigrants, Natives, etc.

H. The Heavy Hitters
1. Powerful Peter Cartwright: this ill-educated circuit rider went from Tennessee to Illinois calling upon sinners to repent. He was known for roughing up rowdies who dared to question him and his reputation for antics and taking on all comers brought him fame.
2. Charles Finney: a lawyer and an exceptional orator, Finney would mesmerize vast audiences in the New York region during the 1830’s. He devised the “anxious bench” where repentant sinners would sit on a bench in full view of the congregation where they would repent aloud. 
a. Emotionalism and instantaneous conversion

b. Radicalism: abolitionism, temperance and gender equity
IV. Mormonism
1. Joseph Smith received some golden plates from an angel. He deciphered that they constituted the Book of Mormon

2. This co-operative sect aroused the wrath of their fellow Americans on account of (a) their cooperative spirit in an age of rugged individualism, (b) their polygamous practices and (c) their maintaining a militia for defensive purposes.

3. Smith was murdered in Carthage, Illinois and Brigham Young brought his followers, Moses style, to Utah.
V. Utopianism

“We are a little wild here with numberless projects of social reform. Not a 
reading man but has a draft of new community in his waistcoat pocket.”






--Emerson, 1840

A. Robert Owen - New Harmony, Indiana (1825)

1. Wealthy and idealistic textile manufacturer from Wales
2. Community-based education and living
B. Brook Farm, Massachusetts (1841-1847)

1. Transcendentalist

2. Joint stock experiment in “plain living and high thinking”

3. Fails due to debt – inspires Hawthorne’s The Blithedale Romance.

C. Oneida Colony, New York (1848-1881) 
1. Perfectionists practicing "complex marriage" considered themselves married to the group, not a single partner. Free love and birth control 

2. Community property, meals, manufacturing and education

3. Dabbles in eugenics

D. Shakers

1. The United Society of Believers in Christ's Second Coming 

2. Developed their own religious expression which included communal living, productive labor, celibacy (they adopted), pacifism, the equality of the sexes, and a ritual noted for its dancing and shaking 
3. Mother Ann Lee as leader (feminization of religion and God)
4. Marriage and sex prohibited:  Shakers are virtually extinct by 1940
The Women's Movement in Antebellum America: The First Wave of Feminism
1. The “submerged sex”: 

a. no vote, husband has control (the rule of thumb) 
b. property passed on to eldest son (primogeniture)
2. Implications of Class

a. Rural Women

b. New Urban Underclass

-Single: sweatshops and servitude

-Married: childrearing and piecework

-Black: servitude

c. Middle Class & Capitalist Class

-Wives and Mothers First

-Leisure---reading new literature for/by women

-Charity work

-The formation of a distinctly feminine subculture

3. American women vs. European women: relative scarcity of American women on the frontier increases their power

4. The Market Revolution exacerbated gender differences as families transitioned from the farm life.
A. Men/women have Separate Spheres
1. women seen as physically and emotionally weak, but artistic and refined

2. seen as moral guardians – given responsibility for teaching children the morals of the Republic at home (Republican Motherhood: the quiet expression of feminine influence on the home.)
3. men are strong but crude; always in danger of slipping into beastly way of life if not guided by the hands of their women
5. Reformers agitate for women's rights 

A. Conservatives such as Catharine Beecher exult "cult of domesticity"

B. Liberal reformers seek to bring women out of private and into public sphere:

1. Lucretia Mott

· 1840:  Mott and female delegates at the London Anti-Slavery Convention not recognized

2. Elizabeth Cady Stanton

· Calls for women’s suffrage:  helps found the NWSA 

3. Susan B. Anthony 

· Militant women’s rights lecturer

4. Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell 

· First female med school graduate

5. Margaret Fuller

· Editor of The Dial – a Transcendentalist journal

6. Sarah and Angelina Grimke

· Anti-slavery activists

C. The Seneca Falls Convention (1848) & the "Declaration of Sentiments"
6. Gains made by women in the antebellum period (but still no vote). The first wave of feminism played second fiddle to abolitionism.
Demon Rum-The “Old Deluder”


I. Temperance Movement
A. Whiskey was cheaper than beer and milk and safer than water. 

B. An epidemic: per capita intake of alcohol in the 1820’s was triple what it is today!

C. The problems associated with alcohol: crime, disorder, home life…
D. American Temperance Society (1826)

Founded in Boston; 1000 local chapters within a few years

-Temperance pledges

-The Cold Water Army
-Pamphlets; pictures; lecturers

 -T.S. Arthur, Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw 
There (1854): Popular anti-liquor novel; describes 
the ruin of a happy village by Sam Slade’s tavern. 

Bestseller in the 1850s (second only to Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin
II. Two  strategies of the temperance movement
B. Grassroots Persuasion:  encourage individuals to moderate or quit 
C. Influence Legislation

· Neal S. Dow and the Maine Law 1851

· By 1857, a dozen states had prohibition laws (most repealed, ignored, or declared unconstitutional by 1860s)



C. By the 1830’s, per capita consumption of liquor declined by over 50%
Crime and Punishment

I. Criminal Codes: branding, whipping, lynching, etc.

II. Thousands in Debtors’ Prisons
III. Prisons & The Mentally Ill

A. Those with mental illnesses were “cursed with unclean spirits”
B. Solitary confinement was seen as therapeutic. They would be chained to walls and left to rot.

C. The Crusade of Dorthea Dix
In the cell first opened, was a madman. The fierce command of his keeper brought him to the door a hideous object: matted locks; an unshorn beard; a wild wan countenance, disfigured by vilest uncleanness; in a state of nudity, save the irritating incrustations derived from that dungeon, reeking with loathsome filth. There, without light, without pure air, without warmth, without cleansing, absolutely destitute of everything securing comfort or decency, was a human being forlorn, abject, and disgusting, it is true, but not the less a human being .. . . And who was he, this neglected, brutalized wretch? A burglar, a murderer, a miscreant, who for base, foul crimes had been condemned? No, this was no criminal...only a crazy man” .

-Dorothea Dix, Memorial to the House of Representatives and 
Senate, 1848 
Education as the Basis for a Free Society
--During the 1830’s and 1840’s, most states had adopted the policy of universal white male suffrage. Given this new political reality, even the most conservative Americans gradually came to see that if they didn’t pay to educate other people’s children that those children would grow up to be ignorant and dangerous rabble--armed with the vote.
-- "If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be."

--Thomas Jefferson
--Mass education was the ingenious machine constructed by industrialism to produce the kind of adult it needed. The problem was inordinately complex. How to pre-adapt children for a new kind of world - a world of repetitive indoor toil, smoke, noise, machines, crowded living conditions, collective discipline, a world in which time was to be regulated not by the cycle of sun and moon, but by the factory whistle and the clock. 
The solution was an educational system which, in its very structure simulated this new world... Yet the whole idea of assembling masses of students (raw materials) to be processed by teachers (workers) in a centrally located school (factory) was a stroke of industrial genius. The whole administrative hierarchy of education, as it grew, followed the model of industrial bureaucracy. The very organization of knowledge into permanent disciplines was grounded on industrial assumptions... regimentation, lack of individualization, the rigid systems of seating, grouping, grading and marking, the authoritarian role of the teacher...”
--Alvin Toffler. 1970, Future Shock
If the colleges were better, if they really had it, you would need to get the police at the gates to keep order in the inrushing multitude. See in college how we thwart the natural love of learning by leaving the natural method of teaching what each wishes to learn, and insisting that you shall learn what you have no taste or capacity for…I would have the studies elective. Scholarship is to be created not by compulsion, but by awakening a pure interest in knowledge. The wise instructor accomplishes this by opening to his pupils precisely the attractions the study has for himself.

--Ralph Waldo Emerson
Wisdom is not finally tested in the schools, Wisdom cannot be pass'd from one having it to another not having it, Wisdom is of the soul, is not susceptible of proof, is its own proof. 






--Walt Whitman
II. The Little Red Schoolhouse

A. One room, one stove, one teacher and eight grades became the shrine of American democracy

B. An imperfect shrine

1. Ill-trained, ill-tempered and ill-paid teachers

2. Only open a few months per year
C. A notable, and perhaps warranted, reaction against book larnin’.
III. Horace Mann: The Form and Function of Education

A. Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity. 

B. Education then, beyond all other devices of human origin, is the great equalizer of the conditions of men, the balance-wheel of the social machinery. 

C. A teacher who is attempting to teach without inspiring the pupil with a desire to learn is hammering on cold iron.
IV. Noah Webster: "Schoolmaster to America."

A. Language is the expression of ideas, and if the people of one country cannot preserve an identity of ideas they cannot retain an identity of language 

B. Education is useless without the Bible (But have no fear, in 1782, the United States Congress voted this resolution: "The Congress of the United States recommends and approves the Holy Bible for use in all schools.")
C. The Blue Backed Speller: “a morally uplifting read”
V. On Higher Learning
A. Of the first 108 universities founded in America, 106 were distinctly Christian, including the first, Harvard University, chartered in 1636. In the original Harvard Student Handbook, Rule No. 1 was that students  seeking entrance must know Latin and Greek so that they could study the Scriptures: "Let every student be plainly instructed and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his life and studies, is, to know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life

B. In 1819, Jefferson founded the University of Virginia to provide a university education free from religious and political shackles by placing a higher emphasis on modern languages and the sciences

C. The 1820’s gave rise to universities devoted to women’s education: Troy Female Seminary and Mt. Holyoke. Oberlin College jolted academia when it admitted women as well as men in 1837.
VI. Notes of Import

A. The wealthy sent their kids to private schools

B. Schools functioned to assimilate immigrants into a common culture

C. Schools taught respect for authority and reverence for the wealthy
VII. Beyond the Classroom

A. Tax-supported Libraries

B. Lyceum Lecture Associations

C. The Rise of the Magazine
Abolitionism
· Hitherto, The American Colonization Society has dominated the marketplace of ideas concerning emancipation.
· Garrison, via the Liberator, founded the American Anti-Slavery Society and was radical enough to speak of emancipation without emigration.

· Anti-slavery orators: the methods used by Evangelicals were successful in converting even the most scandalous heathens…try it on the supporters of slavery

· Otherwise solid citizens often resorted to mob violence to break-up abolitionist rallies because emancipation threatened their conservative notions of social order and hierarchy (and their jobs!).

· Organizational challenges: how and why to liberate the blacks was an issue on many fronts.
· Did the abolitionist movement fail?

American Literary Movements
I would rather sit on a pumpkin and have it all to myself, than be crowded on a velvet cushion.




--Thoreau from the chapter "Economy" in Walden 

However mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it and call it hard names.




--Thoreau from the "Conclusion" to Walden 

I celebrate myself, and sing myself. 





--Walt Whitman

Oh while I live, to be the ruler of life, not a slave, to meet life as a powerful conqueror, and nothing exterior to me will ever take command of me. 





--Walt Whitman

I learned this, at least, by my experiment; that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.




Thoreau from the "Conclusion" to Walden 
1. Early literature: political essays & orations

2. The Knickerbockers
· Washington Irving:  Knickerbocker's History of New York (1809),  The Sketchbook (1819-1820)

· James Fenimore Cooper: The Spy (1821); Leatherstocking Tales,  Last of the Mohicans
· William Cullen Bryant:  "Thanatopsis" (1817)
3. The Transcendentalist Movement

· the philosophy of transcendentalism

· Truth transcends the senses; not accessible by observation alone

· Knowledge and reason are vital

· Inner light in every person

· religious and social individualism (self-reliance)

· exaltation of the dignity of the individual

· Ralph Waldo Emerson: Self-Reliance
· Henry David Thoreau

· Walden:  Or Life in the Woods (1854)

· On the Duty of Civil Disobedience (1849)  

· Walt Whitman: Leaves of Grass (1855)

4. Other Literary Voices

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: Evangeline
· James Russell Lowell: Biglow Papers 
· Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes: The Last Leaf
· Edgar Allen Poe

· Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter 
· Herman Melville: Moby Dick 
5. American historians emerge (finally, the important stuff!)

· George Bancroft - "The Father of American History"

· William Prescott - the conquest of Mexico
· Francis Parkman - colonial America
Connections and Implications
--The Protestant work-ethic and Jacksonian determinism

--The paradox of unity and division…

--Pro-activity and The American Spirit

--Buffered the moral disenchantment resulting from The Market Revolution

--Literature as a reflection of, and a contributor tom the times
--Reformism vs. Radicalism

--All in the context of the Mexican-American War

--All in the context of sectional disputes

--Optimism and Reform… the pursuit of perfection

--1960’s-1970’s: civil rights, women’s rights, gay rights, AIM, Chicano         Movement, environmental movement, student movements….

