Thinking in Analogies: The Systems Approach and Structural Analysis
· According to Almond and Powell, “anything that we call a system must necessarily have two properties: 1) it has a set of interdependent parts and, 2) it has boundaries towards the environment with which it interacts…the political system is a set of institutions and agencies (executives, parliaments, courts, bureaucracies, etc.) concerned with formulating and implementing the collective goals of a society or groups within it.”
· The systems approach suggests that the structure of a government is functional to the extent to which it can legitimately coerce its citizens to support and obey the state.

· Political scientists, especially those of the structural-functional school, examine the structures and functions of political systems to determine their relative legitimacy. 
· Many scholars argue that the systems approach, known also as structural-functionalism, is inherently conservative insofar as it is biased in favor of the status quo.

· System Functions: 
1. Political Socialization—interactive processes by which individuals learn skills, values and beliefs of a political culture. In other words, how individuals form their political attitudes and thus, collectively, how citizens form their political culture. (see Ch. 3)
Agents of Socialization: family, media, religion, peers, education, corporations, interest groups, political parties, government, military, literature and art…

2. Political Recruitment—the selection of people for political activity and government offices
3. Political communication—the flow of information through society and between a government and its people
· Process Functions (result from inputs)
1. Interest Articulation

2. Interest Aggregation

3. Policymaking

4. Policy Implementation 
· Policy Functions (result in outputs—the implementation of the political process)
1. Regulation—of behavior 

2. Extractions—taxation

3. Distribution—providing benefits and services to various groups
Note: Unit II on Systems, Processes and Policies deals with this process in greater detail

· An Analogical Approach Structural-Functional Analysis (Systems Approach)
· My Hand

· Automobiles

· Ecosystems

· Corporations

· Education Systems

