Responses to Interview with Philip Gourevitch
1. In the course of 100 days in 1994 _________________ we put to death in Rwanda.
2. a. Approximately _____% of Rwandans were Hutu; approximately _____% were Tutsi.

b. Until European colonization the ______________ were the aristocratic class whereas the ___________________ were the peasant masses.

c. In the 1960’s, a ________________________ revolution took place in the name of _____________________________________.

d. In fear of this Hutu dictatorship, hundreds of thousands of Rwandan Tutsis went into _______________________.

e. In a ______________________________ that lasted from 1990-93, Tutsis came from exile in ____________________ to fight.

f. In 1993, a _____________________________ was arranged and ______________________________ was to oversee this peace process.

3. Why was peace a more dangerous prospect to the Hutu rulers than the war?
4. a. According to Gourevitch, what is the difference between a civil war and a genocide?
b. How does this distinction impact UN decisions?
c. According to Gourevitch was this genocide or a civil war (trick question). Explain…
5. What is the interahamwe and what is their significance?
6. a. What did the January 11 fax say?
b. Who sent this fax and who received it?
c. What is (i) remarkable, (ii) extraordinary and (iii) astonishing about this fax?


i.

ii.

iii.
d. Describe the UN response to this fax.
e. According to Gourevitch, how was this response “absurd”?

7. Ultimately, what was the political impact of President Habyarimana’s plane crash?
8. Examine the role of national radio in this crisis.
9. Describe the Clinton Administration’s policy on the crisis in Rwanda (in your response please explain how the Somalia crisis played into their decision making process).
10. Draw on your understanding of modern African history to explain why the Rwanda genocide took place and why it was (mis)handled by the international community. This is the most important question and necessitates your ability to synthesize core knowledge.
