Reconstruction: 1865-1877
The Issues:
· Can government legislate morality?

· Who should be responsible for Reconstruction 

--States’ Rights vs. Federal Responsibility


--Legislative vs. Executive Branches

· Can the devastated South be rebuilt? How? By Whom?
· How, if at all, should the South be punished?

· What to do with the 4,000,000 freed Blacks?
· How can we minimize chance of secession?

· What constitutional issues are raised by secession and reunion?

I. Presidential Reconstruction

A. Lincoln’s 10% Plan

1. 10% of those who voted in 1860
a. Elect delegates of state convention to draw a new state const.

b. Recognize abolition of slavery

2. Pardon All But:
a. High Ranking Officials

b. Confeds responsible for their own war debt

3. Lincoln Avoids the Vote (privately advocates vote elite blacks)

4. Lincoln Avoids Education and Land Reform 


B. Radical Reaction

1. Wade-Davis Bill (1864)

a. Congress in Charge

b. Majority of S. white citizens take loyalty oath

c. Lincoln Pocket Vetoes

C. Johnson’s Plan 

(Southerner, Former Slaveholder, ex-Democrat—blames Southern 
Aristo)
1. Readmission to Union if:

a. Loyalty Oath of People of the State
b. State Ratifies 13th Amend

2. Johnson’s Plan did not:
a. Punish Anyone  (13,500 personal pardons)
b. Demand Loyalty Oath of Leaders

c. Address former slave needs (land, voting rights, education)

3. By 1865, All States (except Texas) complied with the conditions

4. The Radicals are Fuming

a. Destroy Slaveholders

b. Land Distribution

c. The Vote

d. Education

e. Johnson trying to control and manipulate Congress

(29 Vetoes…15 overridden …3rd / 1st  in USH)

	Issue
	Johnson
	Radicals

	Amnesty
	Pardons All Around
	Revolutionize Southern Manners and Habits

	Freedman’s Bureau
	Vetoes
	Overrides Veto

	14th Amendment
	Protests Against 14th
	Passes 14th

	Black Codes
	Defended 
	Decried 


II. Congressional Reconstruction (40th Congress Dominated by Mod and Rad R)
A. Freedman’s Bureau
1. Food and Clothing

2. 40 Hospitals

3. 4,000 Schools

4. Johnson Vetoed…Congress Overrode 

B. Civil Rights Act of 1866

1. Equal Protection Under the Law

2. Ends Black Codes (fights Jim Crow)

a. No Guns

b. No Sitting on Jury 
c. No Testify Against Whites

d. No Marrying Whites

e. No Business Ownership

C. Congress Overrides Johnson’s Veto of  Freedman’s Bureau and CRA 1866

D. 14th Amendment: all persons born in U.S. are citizens that deserve life liberty and the pursuit of happiness

E. Reconstruction Act of 1867

1. 5 Military Districts (to protect the vote)
2. Write New State Constitutions

3. 14th Amend (1868)
4. 15th Amend = The Vote (1870)
5. Tenure on Office Act (1867)
a. Can’t fire appointments without Congressional approval

b. To protect presidential opposition

c. Edwin Stanton (Sec of War/Rad Repub) Fired

d. Johnson remained by 1 vote (Edmund Ross--career over)


--But Stanton was appointed by Lincoln!
III. Why Did Reconstruction End?

A. Radical Republican Influence Declines

1. Grant 1868-1876 (214-80 over Horatio Seymour)

· Scandal

--Credit Mobilier Affair—const. co. skims off RxR contract

--Whiskey Ring—bribe officials for lowered prices

--Bribes, Kickbacks and Speculation all around
2. Shattered Unity of Repubs (liberal repubs)

3. Amnesty Act of 1872--enfranchised 160,000 Confeds

4. Freedman’s Bureau Expires 1872
B. Panic of 1873

1. Wild Speculation to Reconstruct

2. 18,000 Companies fold…3 million out of work

C. Redemption, Home Rule and The Klan

(Southerners agreed on one thing…the nat’l gov. was not a friend)

1. Redemption-- The Dem. Return to Power as Repub Fades

2. Election of 1876 & The Compromise of 1877
a. Hayes (R) vs. Tilden (D)—Tilden  won Popular Vote 

b. The Deal

--Withdraw Fed Troops from LA & SC

--Fed Aid for TX to CA RxR
--Hayes to appoint Conservative to Cabinet

   3.  Home Rule—No More Repubs in South…….

4. KKK Goals

a. Return power to the Planter Class

b. Exile Reconst. Government

c. Destroy Repubs

d. Control Blacks (Economic, Political, Social)

IV. The Legacy of Reconstruction
	Reconstruction was a Failure
	Reconstruction was a Success

	Cycle of Poverty –Land reform, Education
	Some land distribution and school funding

	Addressing Racism as a National Problem
	13th, 14th, 15th, CRA 1966

	No Secured Rights for A.A. (literacy test, poll tax)
	16/125 Southern Reps were A.A.(no Gov., 1 Sen.)

	Segregation Now and Forever
	Reunited Nation

	Decreased influence of S. Planter Class
	Solidified Northern Industrial Capitalism


V. Problems and Solutions

	The Problem

	Description
	Attempted Solution

	Economic Condition of the South

	
	

	Scalawags & Carpetbaggers

	
	

	The A.A. Family

	
	

	A.A. Education

	
	

	A.A. in Politics

	
	

	Land Reform

	
	

	Labor Shortage

	
	


With Malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.


--President Lincoln 

Abandon your animosities and make your sons Americans.








-Robert E. Lee

You know perfectly well it was the wealthy men of the South who dragooned the people into secession.







--President Johnson 



(His erroneous assumption based on class antagonism?)

It is unwise and dangerous to pursue a course of measures which will unite a very large section of the country against another section. 







-President Johnson

The South is a white man’s country…It must be acknowledged that in the progress of nations Negroes have shown less capacity for government than any other race of people. No independent government of any form has ever been successful in their hands. On the contrary, wherever they have been left to their own devices they have shown a constant tendency to relapse into barbarism.






--President Johnson

In short, the typical Radical Republican had no sincere interest in the Negro at all—only a desire to exploit him. The vindictive radical would elevate the Negro to punish the southern white man; the ambitious radical would enfranchise the Negro to use him as a political tool; and the venal radical would mislead the Negro to protect the interests of northern businessmen…Thus was sealed an unholy alliance between seekers after vengeance, cynical political opportunists and greedy capitalists.






--Kenneth M. Stampp

We demand a radical reorganization of southern institutions, habits and manners…This may startle feeble minds and shake weak nerves. So do all great improvements in the political and moral world.







--Thaddeus Stevens

Far easier and more beneficial to exile 70,000 proud, bloated and defiant rebels than to expatriate 4,000,000 laborers, natives to the soil and loyal to the government







--Thaddeus Stevens 
(on his plan to distribute 394,000,000 acres of land that belonged to less than 5% of white families--fulfilling General Sherman’s “promise” of 40 acres and a mule)

