Readings on Contemporary German Nationalism
Of German Nationalism
1. What evidence is there that Germans see themselves as, “see themselves as being far beyond the national state”?

2. Bismarck formed a national identity through “blood and iron”. Yet modern Germany is not militarily inclined. Given Germany’s history, can she form a sense of national identity without the military might to back it up?

3. The editorialist concludes that, “it is up to German politicians to keep the country on track”. What, if anything, should the German government do to promote national pride in Germany?

Glad to be German, more or less

4. Beyond the obvious response given by Bernhard Schodrowski, why did the German government ban the display of flags by the police? Was this a proper action?

5. How do you react to the Martin Schweer quote?

6. Why would Sociologist Klaus Boehnke suggest that these “big sporting events also promote the negative kind of nationalism”? Do you agree? Why or why not?

7. Are Germans too patriotic? Or not patriotic enough?

Winning by losing --Germany's innocent nationalism

8. Why does Hillary Silver think it was a good thing that Germany lost in the semi-finals? To what extent do you agree?

9. Respond to Ms. Silver’s hypothetical questions, 
a. “Will Germans put away their red, black, and gold now that the 2006 Weltmeisterschaft is over? Will the flags come down?”
b. In the end, does this sort of harmless national sentiment really matter?
10. Final Analysis: given your experiences, perhaps by comparing your experiences in Germany to other countries in which you have lived, describe and analyze the state of modern German nationalism.
