Quotations on Politics

To put the world right in order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the nation in order, we must first put the family in order; to put the family in order, we must first cultivate our personal life; we must first set our hearts right.

-Confucius

Silence gives consent.
-Canon Law 
Man is by nature a political animal.

-Aristotle

The price of apathy towards public affairs is to be ruled by evil men.

-Plato

Those who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being governed by those who are dumber.  

-Plato

Ideals are great arrows, but there has to be a bow. And politics is the bow of idealism.

-Bill Moyers

In our age there is no such thing as "keeping out of politics." All issues are political issues, and politics itself is a mass of lies, evasions, folly, hatred and schizophrenia.

-George Orwell

I must study politics and war that my sons may have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy. My sons ought to study mathematics and philosophy, geography, natural history, naval architecture, navigation, commerce and agriculture in order to give their children a right to study painting, poetry, music, architecture, statuary, tapestry, and porcelain.

-John Adams

If voting changed anything, they'd make it illegal.  

-Emma Goldman

Politics: A strife of interests masquerading as a contest of principles.  The conduct of public affairs for private advantage.  

Ambrose Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary,1911
It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends on his not understanding it.
-Upton Sinclair, "The Jungle"

He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression.
-Thomas Paine

If you go to one demonstration and then go home, that's something, but the people in power can live with that. What they can't live with is sustained pressure that keeps building, organizations that keep doing things, people that keep learning lessons from the last time and doing it better the next time.

-Noam Chomsky

I never submitted the whole system of my opinions to the creed of any party of men whatever, in religion, in philosophy, in politics or in anything else, where I was capable of thinking for myself. Such an addiction is the last degradation of a free and moral agent. If I could not go to Heaven but with a party, I would not go there at all.

-Thomas Jefferson
On the Cynical Side…

The 20th century has been characterized by three developments of great political importance: The growth of democracy, the growth of corporate power, and the growth of corporate propaganda as a means of protecting corporate power against democracy.

-Alex Carey

We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office.

-Aesop

Politicians are like diapers.  They both need changing regularly and for the same reason.  

-Author Unknown
Politics is supposed to be the second-oldest profession.  I have come to realize that it bears a very close resemblance to the first.  

-Ronald Reagan
Naturally the common people don't want war; neither in Russia, nor in England, nor in America, nor in Germany. That is understood. But after all, it is the leaders of the country who determine policy, and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it is a democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is to tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the same in any country.

-Hermann Goering

