Quotations on Political Parties
A party of order or stability, and a party of progress or reform, are both necessary elements of a healthy state of political life. 




-John Stuart Mill

Any party which takes credit for the rain must not be surprised if its opponents blame it for the drought.







-Dwight D Murrow

In every country the extreme party is most irritated against the party which comes nearest itself, but does not go so far. 





-Walter Bagehot 
The old parties are husks, with no real soul within either, divided on artificial lines, boss-ridden and privilege-controlled, each a jumble of incongruous elements, and neither daring to speak out wisely and fearlessly on what should be said on the vital issues of the day.

-Theodore Roosevelt

If the parties get too close together they lose their identities, if they get too far apart you're not going to get a whole lot done because you almost always need to have some folks on the other side of the aisle to accomplish anything. 




-Tom Allen

A majority in all parties do, I think, want to see local government recover its old vigour and independence.







-Ferdinand Mount

In joining a political party, people shouldn't have to swear everlasting agreement with every jot and tittle of their party's policy manifesto. Debate, disagreement, argument, are good for democracy not bad.

- William Watson, McGill University 

If I could not go to heaven except with a political party, I would rather not go there at all. 
-Thomas Jefferson

A Republic without parties is a complete anomaly. The histories of all popular governments show absurd is the idea of their attempting to exist without parties. 

-Franklin Pierce

Madness is rare in individuals - but in groups, political parties, nations, and eras it's the rule.
- Friedrich Nietzsche: 

All political parties die at last of swallowing their own lies. 
-John Arbuthnot

Great wealth always supports the party in power, no matter how corrupt it may be. 
-Henry George

And, unlike communism, democracy does not mean having just one ineffective political party; it means having two ineffective political parties. 


-Johnny Carson

The American political system is like a gigantic Mexican Christmas fiesta. Each political party is a huge piñata -- a papier-maché donkey, for example. The donkey is filled with full employment, low interest rates, affordable housing, comprehensive medical benefits, a balanced budget and other goodies. The American voter is blindfolded and given a stick. The voter then swings the stick wildly in every direction, trying to hit a political candidate on the head and knock some sense into the silly bastard.

- P.J. O'Rourke, in Parliament of Whores
