Reading Response: Political Parties in the Legislature
1. List the five factors that influence the role of political parties.
2. What is the historical background of political parties?
3. What is the main difference between presidential and parliamentary systems with concern to the effect of political parties?
4. a. Summarize the criticisms of the two-party system.
b. Summarize the criticisms of the multiparty system.
c. Of the two options above, which do you deem preferable and why?

5. What is party discipline and why is it crucial in the parliamentary system?
6. In your estimation is the presidential or parliamentary system preferable? Explain…
7. Describe the function of party caucuses.
8. Compare and contrast the roles of the Speaker in the UK/Westminster model and the US system.
9. Read the background and cost-benefit analysis of Uganda’s “no party system”. To what extent do you concur with the validity of this system (keeping in mind a thorough functional analysis of political parties)? 

