Order vs. Liberty Responses
1. Use evidence to examine how the Alien and Sedition Acts were a result of political party politics?

2. Take an international perspective…

a.  How did the French Revolution inspire the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts?



b. What was the XYZ Affair and how was it significant?

3. The Alien and Sedition Acts were comprised of four interrelated Acts. Briefly explain each.
a. The Alien Enemies Act—

b. The Alien Friends Act—

c. The Naturalization Act

d. The Sedition Act—












(over)

4. Given (1) the insecurities that are a necessary manifestation of being a new nation, (2) The insecurity of the world stage—most notably the French Revolution, (3) Abigail Adams’ semi-substantiated fears of a potential civil war and (4) the desire for integrity and truth in journalism…do you feel that the Sedition Act was justified? Carefully rationalize your response.

5. Write a free response to Samuel Chase’s notion that “there is nothing that we shall more dread that the licentiousness [recklessness) of the press”. Be sure to approach your response from a historical perspective.
6. What were the VA and KY Resolutions?

7. Cite three effects of the Alien and Sedition Acts that are discussed in the article.
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8. Professor Gragg (who, by the way, won the 2002 Presidential Award for Outstanding Teaching) discusses the irony in the inspiration for the Alien and Sedition Acts as well as the irony in the effects of the Alien and Sedition Acts. Discuss said ironies.
