On Thomas Jefferson
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness (Walter Kirn)

1. Use three pieces of evidence to illustrate the inner complexity of Jefferson.

--

--

--

2. Cite two pieces of evidence that Jefferson was a radical.

--

--

3. Why is TJ often referred to as America’s only Renaissance philosopher-president?

4. a. Why would TJ support the war in Iraq?

b. Why would he not support the war in Iraq?

5. In what ways was Jefferson a man of faith (not in the religious sense)?
Where are the Jeffersons of Today? (Gordon Wood)

6. To what extent do you agree that modern Americans idolize the Founding Fathers? Use examples to support your inclinations.

7. How and why did TJ place so much faith in the common man/yeoman farmer?

8. Describe TJ’s case for small government. To what extent do you agree with this perception?

9. In retrospect, what is the central theme of the Wood editorial? In other words, what is his point?

10. Interpret the quotes, “The American dream, then, is…the Jeffersonian dream writ large” and “If there is such thing as the American spirit, then he is it”.

